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The Court House of Eugene’s 
Civic Center

You have probably read about plans to build a new 
county court house in Eugene and incorporate the new build­
ing into a civic center tor the town. If consumated the plan 
would involve several blocks of the most expensive propeity 
in Eugene, but backers say plenty of parking space would be 
.provided around the new county structure, a feature now 
sadly lacking in the present setup.

We do not remember just how it came about, but a: we 
recall a committee was appointed to make recommendations 
as to location of the new court house if and when it was | 
built. Among the committee members appointed was Floyd 
Githens, representing this section of the county. Perhaps we 
are a little behind the times, but so far as we know a definite 
recommendation was never made an«l passed on unless it 
was made in our absence. At any rate we would be inclined 
to accept the recommendation of the committee member from 
this section since we believe that he has our interest at heat t 
and would not be swayed by any high-powered propaganda 
in favor of the civic center. To the best of our recollection 
the plan did not have the wholehearted approval of the com­
mittee.

The proponents of the measure say the new court house 
would not cost anything because there is $750,000 money 
from the O. & C. lands to pay for the building. We do not 
agree with this theory. The O. & C. money is public money 
and could be used for other things such as offsetting the 
present high tax rate, but it is not a gift in this sense. No­
body denies the need of a new court house. The question is 
deciding where to put it.

If the court house stays in Eugene, the city ought to 
have a financial investment in the building or grounds be­
cause such an institution is worth something to the city. If 
it’s not. we would be most happy to see it come to Cottage 
Grove, or else form Nesbit county and build one of our own, 
which would be about as cheap on the local taxpayers, if the 
county would give us our share of the O. <& C. money. The 
first thing therefore, is for the people of Eugene and the 
county court to agree on where the court house is to be lo- 
< ated’ and the kind of building to be built. No agreement has 
been reached in this respect to our knowledge. Until this 
happens, we will just have to do with the old court house.

(D Less than 150 copies of my letter arc mimeographed carl 
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keep my letter both factual and newsworthy and hold down politic 
emphasis However, it is a letter of comment and opinion as wels a 
news I believe the people of the district are entitled to know what 
I think about issues and problems that confront us here, so I endeavo: 
in this way tc keep them informed about fny activities and what goes
on in congress.

Most of tlie newspajirrs in our congressional district print thr 
■ Letter From Washington." I hope they will continue to do so becaua 
I think it is in th«’ interest of better government for people to know 
xx hat their Representative in Congress is doing.

Right n«>w no one seems to have any clear cut ideas as to wha' 
is going to tx- taken up on the floor of the house a-, fust order of 
lcRislati\e business. Held over from last yeHr was a Rule rnaking n 
order th<‘ consideration of the Upper Colorado project. Otherwisi 
nothing is ready for floor debate other than such bills as might b< 
handled by unanimous consent. I have heart] that the committee may 
make some revisions in the I'pix'r Colorado bill so if that is true the 
present prograrn is indeed a blank. Meanwhile the chairman o! thr 
rules committee told me that he has no meeting of that committee 
planned for the immediate future. Bills are cleared by the rules com­
mittee before they get to the floor.

The most discussed subject at present is the Hood disaster prob­
lem Not only have xx«> recently suffered unprecedented damage from 
floods in Oregon and California hut since congres recessed last sun: 
mor floods have ravage«] Nexx England and the North Atlantic states 
Of a total of 43 bills and resolutions introduced the first day of this 
session. 30 of them had to do with the flood problem. The big question 
is Hoxx can the federal government act most quickly and efficiently 
first to help the present disaster areas and next to do more to di­
minish flood d saster in the future? The bill- thus far introduced 
di side about equally between immediate aid and future protection.

Th«' most constructive idea for immediate action is to increase 
the dr ister loan authorization for the Small Business administration 
I, along xvith several other members, have introduced for that purpose 
a bill We do not [iropose fq increase the total loan authorization <-f 
SBA we merely would make any or all of the $175 million existing 
authorization available for loans in disaster areas. Without this change 
in the law only $445.000 remains in the revolving fund from prex ions 
authorizations for such loan relief in th«' 43 ( alifornia and 9 (heg'in 
counties which have been declared d saster area- Loans totaling $26 
millions have b«x-n made by SBA in th* northeastern area folloxx ing

The purpose of

Half Century Sees Progress Speeded Up
Some peojile reflect old age by living in the past. None of j

ns will find it convenient to die when the time comes and yet • Loans may lx? 
if you are 50 years <»ld you have witnessed the period of thci their home- or to 
greatest material progress in the known history of the world.
If you would cate to pause at the beginning of 1956 you 
might reflect that the electric light is just a little over a half 
century old, the successful automobile has not reached the 
age of 50. Neither has the wonder drugs, the modern medical 
care, and like the automobile, the flying machine did not 
much more than come of age in the 50-year period. Radio 
is an outgrowth of wireless telegraphy and television is the 
child of radio, all under 50 years of age. Moving pictures arc 
not much past the half century mark and talking picture:
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earning hotter signals at the Main 
Street crossmc of the railroad 
¿■ompany's tracks Because of the 
bad weather the railroad repre­
sentative was unable to keep the 
engagement Earlier. Jotters urging 
an improv’d signal system wore 
written by the grange, the Cham­
ber of Commerce and the counc l. 
The council also had called atten-

for end of scouting year.
Advancement: Taylor Youn"

Chm.. G. H Mosson.
Develops adequati

as mciit bad'

Duties: 1
list of men to

/■ counselors.

tion the ung on Sixth
street near Quincy Ave.

Re^mdim: an application for ad­
ditional highway department 
funds, the citv was informed that 
"a citv receiving any funds in any 
calendar yea* mav not lx* elicilile 
for receivin' funds in ’h<> follow­
in': calendar year.” The council 
voted to follow up on th's by mak­
ing application for help a year 
hence.

Mrs. R. I Scdcrgren presented 
a request for courtesy parking 
space in the dmvntov n area in 
her capacity as R«'d Cross chair­
man in this area Councilman De-

2 unit Courts of Honor
and Boards of Review.

Activities Dr. Robert Merrick.
Chm . 
Coop«'

Carlton Woodard.
Cecil Gum. Tom Down

Scout Wes'k 2. Earle Scout Recog
nit ion Day. ■1
Camporee.

Health and Safety: Frank Div­
ers Chm . Bill Closson. Dr. Rose­
crans Dr Abbott. Duties: 1 In­
spection of unit meeting places
2. Educational pro 
Aid and Health

I Public Relations: 
Chm. Duties: 1 To 
in front of public.

Finance: Dale

sticker for use on Mrs. Seder 
gren’s car wh«'n narked at anv 
parking meter on Red Crrss bus' 
ncss Th«' sticker was granted 
further details to he worked out 
at discretion of the police depart 
nient

II. W Satterwhite’s cash bi«’ 
of $577.5(1 for the 90-foot span o' 
bridge and sidewalk recently re 
placed by the new Main strec 
bridge was accepted by unanimous

on

Ivan Hover.
keep scouting

Miler. Chm.
Duties: 1. Gbvious aren’t ’hey.

provide es- 
game birds

\pproximately 315 acres were 
>1 anted in Sudan grass, rye grass, 
imber cane, and other commercial 
-,ops for wildlife use. Twenty 
-rnerete cistern type water de­
velopments or "guzzlers" were 
"onstructed to provide watering 
places for game and other ani-

Martha A Bilfinger
Mrs. Martha Ann Bittinger, 87. 

passed away January 8 at th«' 
Northwestern Christian Church 
Home at Beaverton, where she 
had been a resident lor the past 
13 years. Prior to that she had 
lived in the Silk Creek community
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you sec 

Roy Misner,

w ise Finance

Don't Wait... 
See Roy Now

the disaster there last fall.
I understand from confeienee with house leaders that the legis­

lation will be spccd«xl. In fact the Small Business administi ati< n is 
anticipating its enactment and is already pnxteeding to «imn ' mf'- 
gency disaster loan offices in Southern Oregon and in California 'I h<- 
Orcgon offices will probably be located in C«x>s Bay, Giants Pass and 
Eugene. The SBA has already designate«] Lane, Douglas. J< : cphine. 
Jackson. Coos and Curry counties disaster areas.

the disaster loan program is to restore the victims

An ordinance giving a 10 yea' 
'franchis«’ to Howard Langston to: 
I a TV antennae on th«' west sid' 
'of Cottage Grove was passed, sub 

iect tc the completion of signin;

The Navy’s huge aircraft car­
rier USS Forrestal contains 1,240 
watertight compartments.
given tc. installing a settling basin 
and chlorinator on Layng Crock 
dmve Rujada in an effort to pro- 
. ide better water service for users 
dong the line, as well as in town. 
The mayor and city engineer were 
nstructed to report to the ccitn- 
-il on the estimated cost ; nd other 
letails before thi budget meeting, 
n connection with this further 
Uggcstion was made that a guard 
ail might be established at Ru- 

iada.

before going to the church home 
in 1942. ’

Mrs. Bittinger was born May 
13. 1868. at Hillsboro. Sho was 
married in 1898 to Wallace G. Bit­
tinger. who precedrd her in death 
in 1928. She was a member of the 
Christian Church

Funeral services were conducted 
Wednesday, January 11. at 11 a m. 
from Mills Chapel, Mr. Milan of­
ficiating. Interment was in IOOF 
cemetery.

A niece, Mrs. J. C. Hill, of Medi­
cal Lake. Wash . and a nephew. 
Dale Pedigo, cl Imola. Cali!., were 
here to attend the funeral of their 
aunt.
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although some

Each member of the ccurcil v a 
instructed ti sfusi;, carefully bc-
fore the next meetingas possible to [ire-disaster status. ........... .. .

result by using nexx materials Th«’ prooM-ils of ।oidinan«-«' tor s-am; 
Im- used for icpair oi replacement of the damaged rates and nexx i: : 
the replacement of damaged inx entory. Aimed at equalizing. ’. . . 1. I ..  .... — I<1 I -1 I.- i n zy t II,mads' to home owners to help repair or replace

a proposi « 
now watc

installation ices
installation

'and making other regulations and
1 frx's uniform, this proposed cr- 
d nance has been prepared by Lc... businesses, including eorjMirations or partnerships, 

that have suffer«*! property loss Churches, charitable institutions and 
other non-profit organizations arc also eligible.

Sani Baldcx'k. Gregor’s highway engincei. has been in V aslrng- 
ton several days conferring with legislative leaders on a compromise 
draft for a ne« highway construction bill. Bakks-k is a national loader ..... 
in highway mutters I understand from him that ever; effor' is being structed to prepare 
made to get early action on Pri'sident Eisenhower’s highway program 
which bogged down at the end of the last session of congress.

As the President [minted out in his "State of the I’mon' message 
to congress: "Twelve months have now passed in which wc have

Coinct, city engineer, 
iod of some time

a per-

Coiner Fire Ch'ef Shipley and 
dice Chief Ed Jonis were in-

department budgets for presenta- 
iticn at th«- meeting in March.

Mayor Hill made the suggestion
might be

nent and monthly reports < f fire 
md police departments were ;ic- 
^ented

The beer liccn'-'e cf 3 Boys Mar- । 
ct was renewed The license had . 
'oen crante'l earlier both by the j 
■ aineJ and by the state but a re- i 
rganization and memp«>rntkm of 1 
he firm made necessary reissii- ! 
nice of the license in a changed : 
"irm name.

A motion to raise salaries of 
fire and police department [rnr-I 
«onnel was marie and after dis­
cussion Councilman Galle suggest­
ed that a comprehensive study of 
wages ol all city employes be I 
made. Mayor Hill referred this to 
th«' finance committee, which was 
instructed to ascertain the number 
of pe< pie involved and the amount 
and source of money available. ■
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/l/a^c-7&Me CREME SHAMPOO
THE SHAMPOO WITH CHOLESTEROL —THE HEART OF LANOLIN

K-C DRUG CO.
W-- (iive SA I! Green Stampa

about 30 years old.
In 15 years we have passed the atomic age and are ir 

the age of the hydrogen bomb. Material progre s may even 
be more rapid in the next 50 years, but that soit of progrès: 
is hard to realize with our limited knowledge. In comparing 
50 years with about 6,000 years of known history and several 
thousand years before this, the brief period equals about a 
second in history.

What brought about these thoughts? The other night 
when the snow storm had put our electricity on the blink, w< 
sat by candle-light and reflected just how dependent moderr 
man is on the modern day conveniences and how short the 
time had been since man was using the candle to light witl 
and the fire-place to heat with and was wholly unacquainted 
with the convenience of running water in the house. And 
the time had not been very l< ng as history goes.

After all there are a few |>eople living among us whe 
know how to rough it, that is, live like our ancestors, but 
there we sat pretty helple Thue was no electricity then 
was no furnace heat and the house was co’d except for the 
fire-place. The candle might have been romantic in its day 
but it was a poor substitute for the modern electtie light am 
reading was out. We might have turned on the radio for en 
tertainment, except the radio wa powered by electricity am’ 
we did not dare get thirsty, because it would have meant a 
trip to the creek through tlie snow because our water system 
was off on account of the electric pump All the worrie: 
brought about by the crisis did not center on the immediate 
future for we wondered what in the heck to eat for breakfast 
since the only cook stove we had was electric.

We did not have to worry long, however, because we 
went to bed. threw an extra blanket on the bed. replacing
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the electric blanket, ansi got up the next morning when 
electricity came on and lived happily ever after.
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By 1'hyl Varley
W ishington reixn ters may mut­

ter alxnlt the traditional practice 
n high places of granting ’’off
'hi1 record" interview those

The Disappearing Wood Pile
The wood pile is disappearing and wood, known as the 

valpoor mail's fuel since the settlement of the Willamette 
ley, may soon largely disappear, except for the fire place 
We read with some interest the other day of the announce-
merit <>f a fuel dealer, who said he could no longer obtain 
green wood, since the mill that previously furnished him this 
fuel was utilizing the gn*en wood into chips. This announce­
ment may have had a ting of sadnes to the «»Id timers yet 
it sjiells progiess, be< ause greater utilization of wood means 
a great payroll.

In the course of time, there may be little or no wood 
available from the mill and only fire place wood cut from 
the forests. In the past 10 years good timber has become in­
creasingly hard to get and the small null, which was the 
backbone of the northwest economy Ln the past century is 
also passing from the picture. Only the liest timber was cut, 
all othet went into the burn pile or was sold for wood The 
little mill has neither the capital nor the equipment to con 
vert the W'aste wood into a salable product

Just the other day we heard a small mill o|M iatot say he 
could no longer ojMTate his mill with a profit The high pt ice 
of stumpage plus the high cost of labor has put him out of 
business.
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little discussions while an official 
loevn't want his words repeated 
To a reportei that’s like washing 
your hands with your gloves on 

and it’s been a reporter’s com­
plaint ever since Plutarch tried to 
keep up with the prhat« doings 
of classical gods and goddi sses

But reporter in Detroit haxc 
had a real complaint, exen during 
tlie newsworthy month of Decem­
ber no ncwspa|H'rs That s like 
going around blindfolded and with 
cotton tn your ears!

Churches in Detroit reported a 
big IsHist in attendance during the

strike. that
when tlie old man groped for his 
Sunday paper and couldn’t find 
it he figured the next best thing

l>e the best reason for going 
but the result is good! Results 
count . . . and you can be aure

your doctor’s prescription when 
you bring it to your Rcxall phar­
macist . . a specialist in accur­
ate prescription service. Call or 
come in to

VARLEY’S DRl'G STURE 
6th Ä Main Street 

Phone 82

that future attentili
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Why Wait Till Spring i
You enjoy extra months of ownership at no extra cost 

when you step up to this KING-SIZE DODGE CORONET right nowl

I
Now i» the time of 
your life to make 
the buy of your life! 
When xoti buy now in- 

atead of waiting for Spring.

months of ownership that 
don’t« -t you a thing. You 
get th« nme high resale 
xalue when it’» time to 
trade, uhrlhrr you buy now 
। r . a Spring! W hx xx ait ’

2
 You're money ahead 

with the car that'* 
far ahead in styling 

and features! This big '56 
Dodge Coronet is built to 
kerp more of Hr rah<e. It's 
ahead of the field with 
push-button driving, 
world's record-breaking 
V-8 engine, safety features. 
It's the King-Size buy of 
the year.

3
 SOMETHING BIG 

HAPPENED IN THE 
LOW PRICE FIELD!

This full-size, full-stvled, 
full-powered Dodge Coro­
net is priced down with the 
small cars. And it brings 
you the "Magic Touch" of 
Dodge push-button driv­
ing: Surest, safest, easiest 
way to drive you've ever 
known!

DODGE
Volva l«od*r of di« Forward Look

711 South Pacific Highway

Dodge Dealer? present Danny Thosus in ’ Make Room foe Daddv ’ Bed Parks in ’ Break the 8ank." The Lawrrnee Welk Show-all on ABC TV

CECIL BECK MOTOR CO.
Phone 405


