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Letter From Schaffners Describes 
Building Program, Rewarding Life

(Note: The following i> part of 
a letter from Mrs Marlowe Schaf­
fner. who is with her husband Dr 
Schaffner, at Songa Mission Hos­
pital vn the remote heart of th« 
Belgian Congo i.

Feoruary 15. 1955 
Dear friends at home:

It hardly seems possible that w« 
have been gone from home 19 
months. In spite of being out in 
the bush, there is never a dull 
moment here and life hurras on 
apace.

In January Marlowe spent ten 
days at Elizabethville attending 
the SDA Congo Union committer 
meetings. Rita and I went down 
for the last four days The 400 
mile trip took 24 hours We had a

nice compartment all to ourselves 
in a new aluminum coach (2nd 
class> but we missed the air con­
ditioning as the smoke and grime 
from the wood . burning engine 
drifted in on us.

I spent part of two days with 
the dentist and also tried to find 
a big hat for a sunshade, but the 

• hats all looked like they had been 
left over from the Ark.

When we arrived home, we 
found lioth Ixivs sick with malaria 
We had left them with one of the 
white nurses at the Mission The 
next day the local south Congo 
Mission Committee met here and 
we had eight or nine extra for 
meals for four days; one family 
stayed here in our house, another
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men in the guest house. Sine«' 
then, we have been tr>mg to ig« i 
caught up on our correspondence 

1 and have sent out 28 letters in 
the “poste" last week and 30 the 
week before.

Marlowe is head-over-heels into 
a budding program. Two dormi­
tories tor leper women are undei 
way and a third will soon be 
started The bricks he made last 
fall will soon tie gon«’ and he is 
seeing about finding a good loca­
tion tor the brick - making ma­
chine today.

A big ant hill is a good place I 
for making bricks as the dirt 
there is harder. The bricks ate 
baked in a big furnace. Th«' three 
dormitories will accommodate 
about 54 leper women The build­
ings are completely of brick and 
metal . not even one stick ot 
wood for the termites to chew.

The buildings have been made 
possible by a money grant from 
the Belgian Government for the 
leper work. As soon as th«' dor­
mitories are alxiut done. Marlow«’ 
will begin the new administration 
building for the hospital, which 1 
will house two surgery rooms, an 
office, a workroom, and a room 
for the X-ray machine we hoix’ 
some day we may have. «This 
building with its wiring, pipes, 
etc., will l>e considerably more 
complicated than the simple lep­
er dwellings.

Do I hear you say. "I thought 
Marlowe was a doctor?" One real­
ly gets to be jack of all trades in 
the mission field. Don’t ever think 
that one’s talents are buried in 
the mission field. Or that just 
anybody can be a missionary ¡he 
mission fields need the very liest 
workers available - and of course, 
I think Marlowe is just that.

He spends each Tuesday work­
ing with the native masons and 
on other days tries to peek in on 
them often. A few months ago. 
there were 100 patients waiting 
in the “sick com|xvund” here for 
surgery, but he has pretty well 
caught up now. He does alxiut 70 
major surgeries a month. Most 
common cases are hernias, pelvic 
tumors and goiters.

It would be fun to show you 
around here. Our main hospital 
building is nice enough on the 
outside - ’tis made of brick - but 
on the inside there is no white­
ness and gleam like our hospitals 
at home. There are simple iron 
beds with one sheet and a dingy 
blanket and mattresses made of 
straw and grass. Often the ■ beds 
are full and we have patients on 
the floor. At night we must step 
carefully to get through.

In the daytime most of the pa­
tients stay outside on the grass 
even though they may have had 
surgery only the day belote. ’Tis । 
no problem here to get the pa­
tients UP - it’s hard to keep them 
down, even if half dead. They eat 
their meals out of a tin pan with 
their fingers,. which is, of course, i 
what they are used to. A flowering 
vine has invaded one corner of 
the roof and hangs down inside 
the ward. Sound like home?

Our Songa Hospital serves a 
large area. It is 60 miles to the 
nearest hospital in one direction. 
90 in another. 150 miles in another 
and 200 miles to a hospital in the I 
fourth direction. And none of them 
are mission hospitals.

The natives come to us from | 
areas served by the Government । 
hospitals many times, because 
they prefer a bit of consideration 
and love WITH their medical 
treatment. Even the non-Christian 
natives seem to trust us more 
than they do the government I 
people. Some of them have told 
us that the government officials 
eat black folks! Sounds like can­
nibalism backwards.

One day a native tried to get 
Marlowe to let them take a dying 
woman away for fear of the witch 
doctor's curse if she died in the 
hospital. Many natives come to j 
us only after the witch doctor’s 
medicine has failed and they are | 
alxiut half dead. Of course, we are । 
here to try to help them away 
from their fears and superstitions. | 
Ixith physically and spiritually and ] 
we hope by kindness and love ! 
to win them away from their | 
fears and superstitions, and help

house and threethem prepare for a Ix’ltcr I md puf more gas in the car and -tai t-
When the> arr no pihtull.v Kkid|t*(i <>H 

for an old shirt, an enipt> tin can.
or cardboard lx>x. a crust of bread 
a magazine to "paper'' then mud 
walls, it makes one long tor th«' 
time when all the willing and 
obedient will have mansions "over 
there."

The »moonlight nights here are 
beautiful and exotic. The others 
are very black, especially after 
the light motor sputters and goes 
out at ten o'clock at night. One

1:30 in the morning, there came 
a BANG - BANG . BANG in out 
back door.

Grabbing a flashlight, Mai low e

a white man there, in French, that 
there had been a truck accident 
60 kilometers away from here la 
kilometer is 5 S ot a mile) and

all over the place. The man runs 
a store 50 kilometers from here 
and he had gone out to the scene
of the accident

for Marlowe
Our nights are

to cot roltorate 
before coming

cool here.
Marlowe put on long pants and 
long sleeved shirt and grahlx-d his 
bag and asked the man if blankets 
were available for splints, etc..

it

six I thought 1 heard a car door
slam sonuwlr and
Gustave told me our car was at 
th«' hospital.

Marlowe told me about the ac­
cident while he .Ite his breakfast, 
later on He said it was the worst
thing he h.ui evvi The
dent had l» < n actually 75 kdo- 
meters away This truckful ot na­
tives. «vidently going too last, h id 
gone off the road alxiut two 
o’clock in the atternoon. ran into 
a tree and turned around spewing 
natives all over the field like coin.
What 
w hen

an gruesome sight
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Summer’s shirtwaist—Ton! Todd's wonderful new way 
with the all-American classic. Molded to a close-fitting 
hodice, a semi-hared back and a full-blown skirt.
Striking border print cotton—pre-shrunk, color fast, 
really a joy on wash day. Rlark brown, navy/fuchsia or 
grey/tangerire on white ''round. Sizes 10 to 14 $7.95

Reflections . . .
Listen! What Is It?

‘‘Hello" was the cheery greet­
ing of a friend as he tied his 
horse to our hitching post, the 
rhythmic beat of six hoofs and 
the measured clang of a bell as 
the fire engine came racing 
down the street, sand between 
tire rim and brake, piercing 
squeak of a wheel needing axle 
grease, are sounds that would 
indeed be strange today. The 
Little German Band. the 
tinkling bell over the door of 
the bake shop, emphatic warn­
ing of a street car, plaintific 
melody of a hand-organ, the 
soul piercing caliope are like 
noisy pages of history in our 
past.

Those sounds were then as | 
common as screeching brakes, 
sirens, music from radios, wel­
come voice of a friend over the 
telephone. Time has covered 
those sounds as it has cities in 
past millenniums and we're 
richer for the change.

patients weie shunted from tile 
beds onto the floor. Marlowe spent
four hours putting on and

and broken bones are not frequent

The next night 
templed surgery on 
eident victims who 
well at all We put

Marlowe at­
one of tli«' ae- 
was not doing
more me

into the light motor so the lights 
would not go out in the middle ot
the But unfol innately
there was nothing In1 could do for 
the |xx>r fellow His intestines had 
Iwefi paralyzed by the shock of 
th«' accident. He h id a spinal an-

Marlowe got there in the , esthetic and at the
middle of the night 12 hours af- 
terwanis Some of th«' natives had 
to walk for help.

Marlowe left the five dead and

die soon on the field, and brought 
three in splints back with him in 
our cat. leaving others to come in
a truck later. he shone his
flashlight around the field on«' 
final time before leaving lor home. 
In- spied another severely wounded 
man. his knees just showing over
at the edge of the field.

By noon that day there 
15 in the hospital from the 
dent, all in bad condition

acci- 
f rom

surgery, the man said m
of the 

low
voice ‘‘waf-waeo’ winch means 
“Thank You.'' it was quit«' tota ll­
ing.

Two more of the patients died 
within the first few days, leas mg 
16 still in the hospital. It was a 
sad and busy time What hospital 
in the state's receives that many 
injured from the same accident? 
It will take months for some of
them and some w ill
always lie disabled If our hospital
were not here, probably most 
them would have died.

This incident alone makes 
grateful for the part we have

ol

piny in bringing health and happi-

Any body need surgi 
to spend the money? 
heie for an ordinary

ry but hate 
The charge 
major sur-

The Pentagon, headquarters of 
the I Apartment of Defense, con­
tains three times the office space 
of the Empire State building.

fees supply 
ing budget 
elude the

Come on 
alxiut half our opcrat-
(which does not in- 
salarhs ot WHITE

workers' and the rest is supplied 
by the SDA church and the gov­
ernment of Belgium...............

Marlowe is the ONLY doctor 
here There are two white nurses 
and about ten black nurse's aids.
Marlowe and thi

could

w ant 
We I

the nursi 
fill ten pa 
out my vv 
to do this

white nurses 
aid course. 1 
l>ut must not

liki
again sometime, 
ind are enjoying

, our work for Jesus here.
We. with yon. want to do our 

work so faithfully and well that

end to all want
come and put an 
and suffering and

Office Safes—The Sentinel

sin.
Your 

friends

us.

letters with the news of 
and familiar things are 
wonderfully welcome to

With love and prayeis, 
THE SCHAFF NERS

(

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL
To I hove Suffering the AGONIZING 

PAIN of ARTHRITIS - 
RHEUMATISM

Her«’« GOOD NEWS for all who «uffr» 
th. terrible torture» of aelatlea. lumbago, 
n. uriti». arthriti»- rh< umatism. New“won- 
d. r tabk-C AR-PAN-EX QUICKLY AL- 
LAYS moat mu«cle stiCnea* aching joint* 
Thia claim 1« TRUE. AR-PAN-EX will do 
thia or YOUR MONEY BACK!

It han PROVED itaelf if you will 
ONLY believe th<<»< worda, you TOO will 
join in a hymn nf thanks and praise for 
AR PAN-EX,

It’s SAD to think of the other victim! 
wv could help if they WOULD ONLY 
LISTEN. They could b.- HAPPY with thou- 

mds who TRIED EVERYTHING and 
GAVE UT until they had faith in AR- 
PAN-EX. Stop suffi cing—rase agony — 
don't wait! Use AR-PAN-EX.
OTTAGI GROV E PHAKMA< Y

We <.ix < Saving 'stamps

Peterserfs Dept. Store
Established 1912

ShopM &W Market 
Every Day

CHARM TIP %
of the WEEK!

A
*

IGA " ‘ SUMMER Pork & Beans
Van Camp's 
No. 2 Can

cans 53c

615 MAIN ST. C OTTAGE GROVE 
We Give and Redeem 

S and II Green Stamps
Mills Mortuary 

Washington at Seventh 
Phone ?<rj

Cottage Grnvr, Oregon

"May I present . . is a more formal 
way of introducing and should be re­
served for more formal occasions. "May 
I introduce . . is easy and acceptable, 
but even simpler and just as correct is 
the pronouncement of both names, such 
as, ‘ Miss Smith. Mr. Brown". Teen agers 
are young enough Io abide by first name 
introductions, or first and last name in­
troductions without Miss and Mr.

You are invited to write directly to Caro­
line Leonetti—6607 Sunset Blvd., Holly 

’ wood 28, California. Please include self­
addressed and stamped envelope for 
analysis and suggestions which will be 
sent by return mail.

ft
it

Milled savings, complete

satisfaction plus fast courteous service will make IG.« 

your headquarters for better shopping.

PINEAPPLE JUICE
TUNA FISH
FIG BARS 2 Pound IQ 

Package 4-71
White or Whole Wheat

JELLO
Assorted Flavors

pkgs. 35c

JGE1

IGA Brand 
46-oz. can 4 99c «

Cottage Flakes 
No. 2 can

CAKE MIX
BETTY CROCKER

CHICKEN and NOODLES
Rancher's Pride — No.2i can

PRCWCE SPECIALS

Grape Fruit st 6 F r 45c

Radishes & Onions 3 19c

Lettuce For Salads Lb 10c

Fresh Corn 6 39c

Cantaloupes Watermelons Etc.
Apricots - Plums

4 Cans 89c
3 Packages 85c

White—Golden—Devils Food

33c

MEAT DEPARTMENT FEATURES
U.S. Good

CHUCK ROAST
U.S. Good

T-BONE STEAK
Assorted

LUNCH MEATS

Well Trimmed

it 45c

b 95e

- 49c

Skinless

WIENERS I.. 45c
Locker Beet --Culling and Wrapping

The Way You Like It

Chickens Fryers Rabbits
Featuring Meat You Can Enjoy Eating

MW MARKET
5th Street and Highway • PHONE 177 * Cottage Grove ■

STORE HOI KS 
DAILY

8:30 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.
SINDAYS

10:00 AM. - 6:00 P.M. i Go


