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No News Is Bad News

No news is bad news where schools are
the Oregon Educational association. This I
to our observation. If the school is doing a good job, one sees
firgt of all, a live PTA organization on the field. Again if a
gchool is doing a good job, it will get favorable publicity
through its pupils.

More public interest is created where the operation of
the schools are above board and where citizens take an in
“crpst in what the school board does, Except for the transac
tion of personal business, as discussing the merits of a pat
ticular teacher, meetings here have been open to the public
and to the press so far as we know

As far as we can remember

schools and the press have been excellent and this is
way it should be because with such relations the chances
that the relations with the patrons are usually Be
cause of pleasant relations, it does not always follow that
we or the public approve whole-he artedly the way the schools
are being conducted or put our stamp ot ap yproval on the
way a particular problem has been solved in the schools

That the public generally approves of the schools is at
tested by the fact that up to now, school budget has been
disapproved regardless of the increased costs

We doubt if the public relations in the rural schools are
as good as in the mlil';'l‘thlt‘m districts, because school mat
ters have been largely taken out of the hands of local pa-
trons. The matter of making the budget is lumped in a sum
for some thirty rural schools in Lane county and although
the rural school ;a;ullurn has a right to vote on the budget,
he has no chance of singling out his own school budget and
approving or rll:4.'|'[l|rrn-\|n',, 1t

There is probably a reason why we have the present
rural school law and it may have been due to the indifference
of the public, but the fact that a patron of a particular rural
school has little or nothing to say in the operation of his
school, except vote for a board member he may not know
or approve a budget he had nothing to do with.
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Poor Political Hay Fodder

One of the greatest foibles of a highly-competitive two
party political systems, it is that there must always be
opportunistic minds and loose tongues that would make poli
tical hay out of fields of national endeavor \klm h can ill af
ford the damaging delay of such efforts. The Salk polio vac
cine case is a good example,

Public trust in what promised to be the medical discov-
ery of this decade at least has been shaken deeply by the per-
formance—or lack of it—by some of the vaccine. That some
well-calculated re-evaluation of the procedures of the inocu
lation program is needed at this time is without question
That all responsible officials in properly authoritative
branches of the government should contribute their abilities
to mapping the program ahead likewise is without question
But criticism that is little more than the wagging of an ac
cusing finger across the political fence seems grossl¥ out of
place. We can’t help but feel that a few critics are cloaking
themselves generously in the safety of hindsight as compared
to the hazards of foresight in their attack on the manner in
which Oveta Culp Hobby, secretary of health and public wel
fare, has contributed to the handling of the Salk inoculation
program

Victory for Dr. Jonas Salk and his workers
and the promise of immunity from paralysis
for thousands of young Americans is too great to let this
wondrous rainbow be blotted out by political storm clouds
Again, let our public officials exercise every precaution to
assure safety of the vaccine; but above all, let millions of par
ents hold to the hope of confidence in America’s methodical
cientific achievement rather than to the oftentimes whimsi
cal designation on a political registration card.—Gresham
Outlook.
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Letter From Washington

Political Partisanship Not in Statehood Vote

By Congressman Harris Ellsworth
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