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Pro-Communist Bore In

How do pro-communist and gangster elements get con

1954 )

{ f major labor unions—including unions whose member

rk in some of the most sensitive defense industri I'he
answer is found in the apathy of the vast majority t he
rank and file members

That is the startling point made by Victor Riesel in ai
irticle appearing in the June 28 issue of The Freen M

sel is a nationally known writer on labor matters, and
ithors a widely syndicated newspaper column

He writes, “A union having, say, 20,000 members on it
books may be run by the mere half-hundred men who a:
interested enough to turn out for meetings. It estimati
that of this country’s 16,000,000 union members, only about
790,000 vote or monitor their officers’ financial, indust:
and political policies. As a result of this apathy, some union
have become captives of the criminal underworld or Com
munists.”’

Mr. Riesel cites some striking examples. He describes a
“notorious pro-Soviet” union whose 70,000 members mine
such vital metals as copper, nickel and uranium. In an ele
tion held last November, no one even opposed the pro-Soviet
clique’s candidate for president of the organization and le

than a third of the membership voted. Moreover,

a secret

ary

treasurer was reelected who had refused to answer
question at a Senate hearing: “"Do you feel that you are
cent of any part in a conspiracy to undertake to ove:
the government by force and violence 7"
He tells of another where a st

Inno
throw

case itke vote was held

in a plant making jet motors. One of the unions involved had
ome 1100 members in the plant. Only 114 showed up to
vote, and 85 of these favored the walkout., “Thus,” he ob

serves, “eight of the affected membership decided

union policy.”
In still another case,

percent

in a big plant making precision elec
tronic mechanisms, local union policy is decided by 10 to 25
members out of a total of 8000, Mr. Riesel writes, “This dis
ease of apathy respects no talent, no occupation.”

The exceptions to the seem to be extra

no skill,

dismal record

ordinarily rare. Mr, Riesel does
trical workers union in

Chicagi

tell of t
» who

head of
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he
has
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000 members

against the

few org

dll

lengths to rally his 33
1zedd mobsters and communists who once
and has succeeded. He even hires bands and vapdevile
as attractions, and his union meetings are now the world's
largest. He has proved that it is possible to get 15,000 mem
bers to attend meetings. “But this Chicago local is unique,”
Mr. Riesel writes in conclusion, “Neither scandals nor the

tried to take over,

acts

security of our nation nor pride of organization stirs the
vast majority of the nation's 16,000,000 rank-and-filers, and
labor leadership continues, for the most part, to go by
default. It is time that the public, caught up in feuds and

shakedowns and espionage and danger of sabotage, put the

blame squarely where it belongs.”

Ex-County Agent Deserves the Honor

Farmer friends of O. S. Fletcher, former Lane county
agricultural agent will pay him a deserved tribute next Sun-
day when they gather at the Lane County Fairgrounds on
July 18, to break bread with him, Few if any agricultural
men can look bac I\ with as many vears of faithful service
“Mr. Agriculture,” as Fletcher is familiary known,

And glimpsing back over the 30 years that Mr. Fletche:
served as county agent, he was one of the few to witness a
change in the agricultural methods and see the tractor re-
place the horse as the farm motive power for it has not been
many years since Old Dobbin was the mainstay around the

das

farm. And just as many Iu sneficial ehanges are in store for
the farmer, although the late county agent saw the farmers
beginning to take an important start thru the use of irri

gation.

More important locally perhaps, Fletcher sensed the one
factor economy in South Lane county and fought what then
appeared to be a losing fight to restore farming here as an
industry. How well he succeeded will not perhaps be known
for a few years, but among other things, we have seen irri
cation of crop pastures on the increase

What the county agent was up against then was the
problem of making more serious farmers, but the mill wages
won the count and as a result, farming technique suffered
in South Lane county, thru no fault of Mr. Fletcher, who dur

¢ the time he served Lane county kept plugging away

Armory Should Be Kept Up

'he Cottage Grove Armory, which is the perty of the
ite 18 being neglected it seems to us, and 1s hml.\ in need of
1 paint. Our information is that Cottage Grove
| Guard is second only to one other armory in the
f t he tandpoint of enlisted men. One informant
building has not been painted in over 20 years;
repairs wer 1D vears

\ ! f { ort should be kept in such a

the citize: f this and surrounding commu

hould not become an evesor

neglect i1s called to the attention of the

mat t uld bring results
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HAROLD RADWAY is now the new owner and
manager of the D & D Associated Station.

Harold says he's had 8 years in the business
and will continue to give the very best of

service.

e L)) ”n
Radway's Flying A"’ Service
(formerly D & D Associated Service)

9th and Gibbs or Hiway 99 N. Phone 858J

Come 1 lboéy,/ GET A BETTER DEAL FOR THE MAN AT THE WHEELL

Cecil Beck Motor Co.

711 S, Pac. Hwy, Phone 405
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