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Farm Machmery Slump
Apparently Over

Manufacturers of farm machine ry are recalling workers.
This important industry spent almost all last vear In its own
private recession. If this slump is now ending, it may be a
good omen for other similarly affected gre uj

The slump in farm equipment began last March and
April. Dealers had bought tractors, plows, and other planting
and ground-preparing equipment at 1952's lavish rate They
[,.ulir t sell it. As the year went on layoffs mounted .»‘\T
1953's low tide, employment was 12,000 or 15.000 worke r~.
below 1952’s high. It would have fallen more. but mac hinery
makers had other lines to which they y could shift men ;

Rehiring has far to go to retrace its way to the 1952
peaks. Probably half will be called back by April 1. But it
does represent a reversal of the downtrend

Significance for all the rest of us is that farm ma hinery
inventories have been worked down, and production is start
ing back up, without any of the inflation ary rem ul. whic h
have been urged to Hlnlth the supposed reces: At leas
this shows that natural recovery can Impu;n-n '\T mao r.

offers encouragement for HI”HI_L:\ tight and r«-1||‘.-m_-_-_ to ,.r Jo s Tapplng CIass

panicky, while each 1||IIHH1:'_\' works out its own problems

For most industries—as the December-to January rh To Present FlrSl
Recltal Feb 26

cling in the federal reserve hoard production index disclos

the low point is still ahead. But there are signs that it can
be reached and passed— without the help of renewed delib
erate inflation,

Super Quiz Kid

We understand there’'s a young man up in Springfield, 1'

now about 20 months old, who is well on his wav to bec oming
a super quiz kid. The Im_\ In question is Curtis Wayne Mec-
Adams, and, according to The Springfield News. he has al-
ready mastered his ABC’s can ide ntify 11 animals by thei

pictdfes and imitate their sounds, can count unerringly to |

five, identifies colors and dislikes baby talk

"Just what Dr. Benjamin Spock would say about this we | inst

aren't- sure. Curtis now weighs 37 pounds and is 35 inche
tall, and, it seems he's also quite strong. The News savs he
has lifted a suitcase weighing 16! . pounds

age of five and one-half months. And, this will interest the
dentists, he has all of his teeth except two

According to his parents, he walked with ease at the i
1]

The News says Curtis’ parents say that the voungster just | r

learns mltumll\ Now far be it from us to try to gaze into the
future—too many people have tried to do it unsucce ssfully
but we might hazard a guess that Mr. Einstein had best look |

to his laurels. And, even though H;unm!nli is a bit bigger |V
than Cottage Grove, population-wise, we just wonder if there |’

aren't some youngsters down here, around Curtis’ age, who
could equal or better his record.
Anyone have a candidate? (1..0.)

A World Caiendar

How would vou like to have a pocket calendar that
would last a lifetime? No vearly models (every year would
be the same). No wondering whether Christmas would fall
on Tuesday or a week end (1t would alwavs be Mo I1.‘|_\'I No
making adjustments (if vou are a business statistician) fo
the fact that a month may have anvwher from 24 to 27
weekdays in it; they would all have 26

These are some of the advanta that are put forward for

the world calendar which will be proposed at the next session |
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council in a reso- |
lution by the delegate from India ']'?ir proposition is not a|
new and sudden one, It has Iu ‘n urged by the World Calendar |
Association for several years, and is backed notably now |

by Sir Harold Spencer Jones, astronomer roval of Britain
In fact, Sir Harold notes that 1956 wo wuld be a particu

larly convenient year to make the change from the present |’

Gregorian calendar, since in that vean January 1 will fall o
Sunday, a controlling feature of the new plan. Thereafte:
if the revision were accepted, the first m mth of each quarter
would have 31 days, all other months 30 davs. and the 36Hth
day be observed as a world holiday at the end of each vear
with another holiday inserted at the middle of leap vear
By the way, what did we do with all those nice calendat

for 1953 7 Christian Science Monitor

Deblurbing TV

We used to dream about it and eventually it came true
the ]I“lf"i"\lll'}-'-. whi }I-:I'.l'.~#l'l\1!|=|‘-f'.. It snuglv in oni
armchair and switch off the sales talk from a TV commenrcial
The makers of Blab-Off, the device in question report higl

and mounting tles for their handy L‘='|.-|._.:._'..- an little
gadget

]ll'il'l "‘\i!"- Ol \\]lr""-_ i\ '1‘:'!' m I'f-l_‘ H |
“revolt of the masse agamst the commercial drivel tol

which their TV sets mercilessly expoge them. However, the
announced aim of Blab-Off is not to kill commenr ils but t
improve them. Advertisers who give new facts, new wavs t
use their product new items to enrich the lives of their
hearers—these sponsors won't get blabbed-off. But the ur
tuous and interminable appeals to vanity and fear and fals
appetite—these can be reduced to lent 1 1t hin n the
screen, to be ignored at wi

Now the advertisers are advertising Blab-Off, and the
cycle is complete. Perhaps it proves that a free oclety car
ries within itself the remedy for its own worst exce

Growth Desplte Adversaty

Some communit i idversity or a slow
down of time P-." plan ahea nd work toward the pla:
made. In so d Ing they move ahead of other localiti th
let nature take its course when business slacks off

A great deal of the mmunity enterprise to work f
better things even though | ness may be slow, is up to the
individual working througl me community organization

such as the Chamber of Commeres \ccotblishments aves
in the face of advers nditions anre metimes surprising
and may account for the community groy
and aseounts for the fact that one
in population and industry a community of like size
Communities, like individuals, who do not wait for of
portunity but proceed to make it, will move ahead. In this
connection, time will tell what we can do with our opportus
ties without a wartime economy

Remember it is not the minutes you spend at the table
but the seconds that make you fat,
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'|Letter From Washington
Release of Medford Newsman Demanded by Ellsworth

By Harris Hl-.\\nrth
Representative,

Athething the

'Editor's Mail Bag

. \u Uut-.t.nnllm g Group
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