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Eimer Belcher Convicted of First Degree Murder, Gets Life
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students covering the trial for the

was filed by University of Oregon journalism
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High School to Graduate Record Class
. Of 103 Seniors in Ceremonies May 29 |
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PTA Program 26th
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A record class of 103
\'\:, ,-~|1‘[' ceremonies to be
8 p.m. Thursday, May 29

3
wuditorium,

senors

school

Baccalaureate services are set|
8 Sunday, May 25, and |
Class Night will be 8 pm, Tues-
la May 27, both in the audi-
torium. Baccalaureate services are

open to the public but Class Night
ind graduation attendance will be
by ticket only due to heavy

phomores are in
and
service;

charge ol
the
are in
and jun-

decoration
Sunday

ushering for
freshmen
Night,
[or commencement
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Campbell, 18. She was shot in

the back near her home on
April 4
The verdiet was brought in by

the ten woman and two man jury
at 7:55 (PD1 rrupting a Uni-
f Oregon law school mock
tria hich was being staged in
ge G, ¥ Sk vorth's circuit

rt
Elmer remained cool and calm
ring the decision, as did

During the morning

mother, Mrs, Harlan

Belcher had broken Into tears

deputy district at-

L ne Venn tell the jury

th had killed Mary Ellen

vith premeditation and deliber-

ately

Final Arguments

The final day of the six-day

trial was mostly taken up with

n arguments and summations

f the prosecution and defense and

e icti by Judge Skip-

Elmer had told the

that Mary Ellen's grand-

S-year-old William How-

killed the girl and had
the man out in the court
He repudiated his confes-

police and
grand-

sion made to the state
stuck to I that the
father did the killing
During the morning
Tuesday the prosecution
ed the testimony of a
expert who said that the
re pistol belonging to Mr
murder

118 Story

recount-
ballistics
22 cali-
Belch-
weapon and
motive of Mary El-
pregnancy. Deputy District
Attorney Eugene Venn termed the
defense’'s charge that Howard did
the killing as “trying v use an in<
nocent man.”

er was the
pressed the

en s

Grandfather at Home

Monday C. E. Lucky, district
brought forth witnesses
that the grandfather
home at the time that El-
mer said he was asked for the
gun the day of the murder
Howard, son of
and his next
ed that he
to his father's home about 5:30
p.m. to take a shower. His own
home has no bathing facilities, He
said he talked to his dad while
waiting for the shower water to
heat, His father was still there
finished his shower, he
said. He returned home about 6:10

attorney,
testifving
was at

Jack
Howard

oor, test

William
door Il!'iL:h‘
went over

p.m

Mrs. Ruth Howard, Jack's wife,
said she was home all day and
that her two sons were at their
rrandfather’'s, She said she “hol-
lered” at one of her sons to tell

his grandfather to build a fire so
her husband could take a shower,
Gramndfather on Stand

Howard himself spent about 20
minutes on the stand Monday and

said he saw Mary Ellen and her
mother about 4:15 p.m, April 4 as
they left the house of his daugh-

-in-law, He said his son came
over later to take a shower and
that his wife, Zephrie, came home
from Eugene about 6 p.m

He said he
was missing

first learned Mary
about 8 p.m. but that
he did not look for her because he

can't see after dark.’

When questioned by Luckey
about guns he owned, he said he
had three but did not know how

to load or fire a .22, When shown
the murder weapon he denied fir-
ne it or anv like it
i ng argu-
Tuesday iiied to point out
grades and that he
struggled to read his confession.
Also that he was afraid when po-
lice came for him, Attorneys also
that Elmer making
Mary Ellen pregnant was “highly
improbable.”

(See other trial story

page 1, section 2,)
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CHARLES BLACKWELL TRIAL
POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 11

Trial in Justicd Court of Curtis
Charles Blackwell, Cottage Grove,
|on a charge of driving under the
influence of aleohol has been post-
poned from May 20 to June 11, ac-
cording to Judge John Wells,

The charge agains’. the local
man was made following an auto-
mobile accident January 23 with
Eldon Ericksen, local police of-
ficer. Ericksen said Blackwell hit
him in a head-on collision about
one and a half miles north of
Creswell. Blackwell was hospital-
| ized for some time with serious
injuries, Ericksen was not injured,
but his car was demolished. Black«
well has been out on $500 ball

since his arrest following dismissal
from the hospital,
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