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FIRST PROBLEM SHOULD HAV E FIRST SOLUTION

Concern has been expressed by a half a dozen communi-
ties as to the rerouting of Highway 99, both as to what the
rerouting might do to business as well as to worrying wheth-
er or not sufficient access roads would be provided to serve
the communities which would be bypassed. Worrying over
what the rerouted highway might or might not do for us is
rather far fetched at the moment because of the time in-
volved, from three to nine years. (We are told the rebuilding
of the highway is a ten year program.)

In the meantime we have watched the highway and local
traffic increase nearly one hundred percent in the past ten
years and with the increased traffic our local parking prob-
lems have increased in proportion. It has not been many
years since we heard it vigorously asserted that we did not
have a parking problem and if there are those who are still
of the same opinion we would like to have them take a drive
over the business district most any day of the week and see
for themselves.

Parking in the district immediately adjacent to the
meters has in our opinion already become acute and threat
ens to become worse. Unless additional parking lots are pro-
vided, which was contemplated when the meters were in-
stalled, there are only two solutions open. One is to widen
a few streets, the other is to set up at least two or three one-
way streets. Such a program would provide space for some
sixty cars and perhaps more. Nobody has told us. but we

“have a hunch that we'll have to wait a good many years for
, more parking lots, if it's left to the parking meter fund to
provide such things.

Not too many months ago, a resident who was then a
city official intimated that in his opinion the only solution
to our parking problem was for the business men and their
employes to quit riding to work and start walking. This
would be the easiest way out of a bad situation—the only dif-
 ficulty is the business men won't do it.

SAD FOR SCHOOLS, SADDER FOR TAXPAYERS

Press dispatches from Washington indicate the nation
is beginning to feel some of the effects of our booming popu-
¢lation, which is caused by young marriages and the booming
(baby crop started a few years ago is beginning to crowd
our schools. And it was only about a dozen years ago that we
were worrying about a static population and how we would
live when the population reached its peak and started to
decline,

The dispatch says a year from now we may expect an
additional 1,700,000 students. In short the schools must plan
to teach about 2,500,000 pupils in 1952-53. This means sev-
eral hundred additional school buildings as well as several
thousand additional class rooms. All this will place an extra
burden on the taxpayers, unless we can get somebody to
head our Washington government. who is willing at least to
go fifty-fifty with those who pay most of the federal taxes
and let them keep fifty percent of what they earn. At the
present rate of federal taxation, we'll be lucky to keep 25
percent of our earning by 1953 when federal taxes are sup-
posed to be the heaviest.

“. . . there is one standard which must be applied to
every dollar of our government spending and that standard
is: Is it necessary ?"—James C. Davis.
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This is one of the mo sensational values we have
ever offered! NOW —before the Christmas Rush
begins—you can have TWO Elgin American gifts
for the price of ONE! With your purchase of an
Elgin American gift (at $9.95 up), you receive—
as an extra gift—rthis 5himmc-||'ng simulated pearl

necklace by Elgin American!
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