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OUR MOST IMPORTANT SAFEGUARD

“No dictator can get along with an independent press,"
writes the Los Angeles Times. This observation was prompt-
ed by what happened to La Prensa of Buenos Aires, a news-
paper which was founded in 1869 and has long had a world-
wide reputation for integrity and accuracy. La Prensa
achieved a very large circulation and it prospered according
ly. But it did the unforgivable—it was often critical of Juan
Peron'’s dictatorship in Argentina. So finally it has been done
to death as a free medium of news and opinion. It has been
taken over by Peron's government and is now being run
under the supervision of a committee from Peron's rubbe:
stamp Congress. Its distinguished editor, Dr. Gainza Paz
escaped to Uruguay after a close brush with Argentine police
who were trying to arrest him.

The press of Argentina, with a single exception, is now
wholly controlled by the government. There will be no dis-
senting voice, no matter what the dictator does

Of all the safeguards which a people have against op- |
pression, the free press is the most important. It is not al
coincidence that every dictator—communist, fascist, or|
what-have-you—starts to muzzle the press as soon as he
takes over the government. That is a matter of sheer neces-
sity. For when men can speak and publish what they believe
to be the truth, injustice cannot long flower. Truth is what
all dictators fear the most. '

That sentence from the Los Angeles Times
should be remembered by everyone: “No dictator
along with an independent press.”
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KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO TOLERANCE
Probably the world's greatest need today is tolerance,
but tolerance is not possible without understanding and

American has gotten the impression that the American
abroad in Europe and Asia is probably the most cordially
hated person in the world, notwithstanding we have poured
out millions through the Marshall plan and other agencies to |
keep billions of human beings from starving to death. I
It is a difficult thing for the giver to understand why |
he should be hated until he realizes that his particular plwht |
is due to ignorance on the part of the recipient and that the! .,

only possible hope for improved relations is through raising |+ .‘ :

the educational level of the recipient.
Starvation is a commonplace thing and life is cheap in|
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Price Controls Are Unwor l\able
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enough crops to feed all the population, if the people knew

€

many parts of Asia today. There is sufficient land to grow| | du ~, :
|’ - ,

how to do it, but they don't. While some imprgvement has |
been made, there is a long road to travel vet if these people r

are to be made safe from some of the vicious political propa- F

ganda which is being taught in Asia and parts of Europe.

Logking at the world situation today, it does not seem ! AU

that we have much choice, we will either have to help edu-
catg these people which will aid in raising their standard of |
living or we will have to fight them.

SELLING AMERICA e

The Common Council for American Unity last “Mh'

launched its second year by observing “Letters from Amer- P

lca. week. Aimed at the 35,000,000 Americans who ve arl\l

250,000,000 letters to friends and relatives abroad, the |.,|' H,:-,j L the el 2% Ao

CO‘InCll 8 campaign is designed to impress a true picture r-f‘
erican opportunities and freedoms on the foreign
cipients.

Many Europeans, the Council points out, believe
Busmess runs this country, that our foreign policy is 1m-i
perialistic, and that most Americans are materialistic and |
unéultured. The Council offers a free booklet,
Letter Writers” which lists these Soviet-inspired misconcep-
tions, gives hints for altering them, and suggests, “Ask your-
self before sealing each letter, ‘Have I made a friend for
America? "

IT'S GRATIFYING ANYWAY

In recent months we have had increasing comment in
the Sentinel editorial columns, some of the comment was in
violent disagreement with the thought expressed. The edi-
torial columns of any paper aren't worth much if the read-
ers agree with comments made, or if they are ignored.

The chief purpose of this column or with columns of
similar nature in other newspapers is to stimulate the public
thinking on community projects and matters and many
times in the realm of the political world rupr'rmll‘ now that
politics and the public welfare are becoming close ly related.

Nor can we produce top notch uh*mmlk every week any
more than a minister can preach tup notch sermons all of
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SWITCHING POLITICS
That a foreign policy of a federal government can affect
politics in Oregon is proved by the recent switch from demo-
crat to republican in Multnomah county. A]}h!rr‘(]l‘ndtl 1y
10,000 voters in this county switched party affiliation from
November 1950 to April 30, 1951, according to the Oregon
voter, Figures also reveal that a larger number of democrats

failed to vote in the November 1950 election.

In November 1950 registration figures in Multnomah coun-
ty showed there were 112,276 republicans registered to
136,893 democrats. In April of 1951 the republican registra-
tion_slumped to 95,953, while the potential democrat vote
was cut to 110,040,

STUDY LONG SESSIONS

The item that the legislative interim committee will
begin a study on how to prevent long sessions of the state
legislature should be welcomed news to the citizens of the
state.

Due to a greater legislative demand and to the increas-
ing population of the state, each session of the state legis-
lature is progressively longer. Long sessions are hard both
on the temper of the legislators and on state funds.
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