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BAD HIGHWAYS COST A HVNDKF.D MILLION
The state interim committee on highways has recently 

issued an interesting report which is rather astounding. A 
few pertinent facts are quoted from the report as follows:) 
“The economic impact of poor roads conservatively indicates , 
an annual loss to motor vehicle owners and other related; 
economy upwards of $100.000.000. In addition to this sub­
stantial loss is enormous aggregate cost of accidents that! 
annually take toll of human lives and property damage. ।

The report goes on to say that the public can tolerate 
no less than raising the velocity of modernization and held 
at a planned level that will assure ultimate highway ade­
quacy. In other words present highway funds are limited and 
to reach the desired standard of modernization, highway 
bonds are necessary. Additional funds are made more imper­
ative since the economy of the state is geared to the present 
gross loading system, which is much heavier on the average 
than even ten years ago.

The above is presented to show the thinking of the in­
terim committee and the highway officials and how they 
propose to meet an exacting problem. There are probably no 
accurate figures on the annual loss sustained in cities by 
bad streets, but the loss will be proportionate. There are 
few streets in Cottage Grove today where the motorist can 
attain the 25 mile an hour speed limit without endangering 
life or limb and the present finances of the city won t permit 
an appreciable amount of street improvement and not enough 
repair work to keep some of the principal streets much 
more than passable.

A study of the matter it seems to us should be made to 
determine if it isn’t better to incur indebtedness rather than 
spend money on auto repairs, which is money down the 
drain pipe.
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Rcprvsontative, Fourth District

The law which gave Pivsident Truman author­
ity to control prices and wages was passed by V on-1 
gress September S. 1950 nearly live months ago. 
Members of Congress thought when they voted tor 
the bill that controls would be quickly put on 
Prices had been slowly rising since the outbreak oi 
the fighting m Korea.

It was known that when military expansion 
programs were announced prtci's would go still 
higher unless frozen. Military expansion always 
means the withdrawal of vast amounts of many 
materials from the normal civilian economy. 
This causes scarce supply of many Items and. 
under such circumstances in our free economy 
which ojieratcs under the law of supply and 
demand, prices go up. The sudden unbalancing 
of our economy because of the necessity for 
military buying is the only justifiable reason 
for resorting to price and wage controls.

But since Septemjjer Sth. when price controls 
w ere authorized by Congress, tw o things have lx on 
hapiiening: 11' Producers and owners of merchan­
dise have been quietly marking up their prices 
simply because they figured such mark-ups would 
be rolled back anyway and they might as well make 
as much money as |x>ssible before the blow tell. 
>2) Military supplies and equipment, both lor the 
action in Korea and for defense including the Euro­
pean arms program, have been draining the supply 
of materials of various kinds.

Both of these activities have caused prices 
to rise much faster and much higher than they 
would have gone if the price control law had 
not been passed and allowed to lie dormant—as 
a threat rather than a protection. Recently I 
saw a competent estimate that the people of 
our country have paid some 16 billions of dol­
lars mon* for their cost of living since the 
Korean war started than they would have paid 
in the same period of time befon* June 25. It 
might be reasonably claimed therefore that

tlie political and dilatory tactics of the Viiniin 
i*tration have cost u* Hi billion dollars on top 
of our already stag erlng tax toad.

When the price order finally did come it I«

t;ve branch administers them Our troubles now are 
simply the result of outrageously bad administra­
tion.

It has been flatly charged that the 4ko- 
nomlc Stabilization Vgi ncv. which will admlnia-
ter price and wage control being built Into
a nation-will,- Democrat maclline wit II the Dem­
ocrat National t ommlttec actually in charge of 
the bulkiup aiul passing on all job candidates 
who receive $4.000 a year or more.
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state chairmen and local bosses for names for action, it has experienced some
sending them to Price Administrator Mi- 
DiSalle. The News also said: "No Dixie*

crats accepted and no one who opposed President 
Truman’s renomination or otherwise offended top 
IVniocrats."

The V ork Herald Tribune made an
investigation of the announced |H>liey of the 
ESA that |H>litie* would be kept at u "mini­
mum” In filling agency jobs and learned that 
"minimum" applies to IJepuliliciin*. The new»- 
pa|M-r M'nt telegranw to the 37 top men already 
appointed in 18 regions to learn thrfr polltkal 
affiliation*. Of the first 12 answers received, 10 
of the price control official* said they were 
Democrats. One wouldn’t say what party he !><•- 
longed to and the other said he was unafflliated.

The top price control jobs will pay $12,000 
or $13,000 a year.

MAYBE W E LL H AVE TO BRING A SACK LI NCH
Closing of the Rainbow cafe dining room on or about 

March 1 leaves this community without an eating place for 
civic groups or other organizations who might want to give a 
dinner and have a program. Outside of a hospital which we 
hope we soon have, a dining room to accommodate from 50 
to 100 people is the greatest need of this community.

In the 20 odd years the Lions club, the Chamber of Com­
merce and other organizations have tried to function, lack of 
adequate dining room facilities has been the greatest handi­
cap. Even in the present quarters of the Rainbow, which 
accommodates only about 45 to 50 people with any degree of 
comfort, we have seen them packed in like sardines.

Our prime reason for mentioning this handicap is to call 
attention to some enterprising church group the opportunity 
of contacting some of the groups who meet regularly for 
dinner and work out an arrangement to serve dinners either 
in the church dining room or the armory dining room located 
in the basement of the armory. Incidentally the interior of 
the armory has recently been redecorated. Complete facilities 
for serving meals are to be had at the armory dining room 
and this building is centrally located.

NO LONGER A CIVILIAN SECRET
One thing that would make us happy is for married 

ladies to permit us to use their married names in reporting 
social events. The best social authorities say you should use 
the name of your husband when any reference is made to you 
and the same rule holds true in writing a business letter. Yet 
in most of the club news turned in to us reporters persist in 
using the term, “Mrs. Ethel Black” rather than the married 
name of the lady, “Mrs. Sam M. Black.”

We could drop a hint that not only is it the best ap­
proved form to take the name of your husband after you are 
married, but if you don’t you are violating a vow which 
you took at the marriage altar.

There have been times not too long ago when we at­
tempted to change the given name of the lady to her married 
name with dire results. You married ladies, won’t you please 
do us a favor? The next time your club or society meets, read 
this editorial to the group, so there won’t be any future 
misunderstanding.

LIST OF IXIBBYISTS
The current issue of the Oregon Voter carried a list of 

the so-called lobbyists, who are now mingling with the state 
representatives and senators in Salem. From the looks of 
the list it appear there are more lobbyists than legislators.
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What Other 
Papers Say

By CHARLES V. STANTON 
in Roseburg News Review

At this session of the legisla­
ture. as in nearly every past ses­
sion. bills are introduced projios- 
ing mandatory penalties for va­
rious crimes and offenses. One 
current bill would fix mandatory- 
penalties for overloading logging 
trucks and would even permit rev­
ocation of license for repeated vio­
lations.

Many sportsmen urge manda­
tory jail terms and high fines for 
violations of game laws as a 
means of reducing illegal hunting 
and angling.

Members of the legislature tend 
to reject such proposals. The legis­
lature has from time to time in­
creased minimum penalties, but 
generally attempts to avoid gen­
eral mandatory punishment regu­
lations.

The legislature, in making the 
law, has the responsibility of set­
ting minimum and maximum pen­
alties. Penalties, supposedly, are 
fixed proportionately to the se­
riousness of the offense.

Under our system of govern­
ment, however, laws are made by 
the legislature, interpreted by the 
courts, which also impose penal­
ties, with enforcement being in 
charge of the executive branch.

In the imposition of penalties, 
courts should have discretionary- 
powers. Penalties should be in­
flicted commensurate with the na­
ture and conditions of offenses. 
Insofar as truck loadings are con­
cerned, to cite an example, one 
violation may be deliberate and 
another by accident, such as cargo 
shifting to overload one axle while 
the truck is in motion. The court 
should be guided by circumstances 
and not held to rigid, inflexible 
rules.

One reason demand continues 
for mandatory penalties lies in the 
fact that courts often abuse dis­
cretionary powers Particularly is 
this true in justice courts.

As an example, game law vio­
lators taken into one justice court 
in Douglas county recently were 
fined $25 each, while, in another 
court, the same offense by another 
party drew a fine of $2<)0.

When a n arresting officer 
spends much time and effort to 
apprehend a violator, who is re­
leased with only a token penalty, 
the officer becomes discouraged. 
Enforcement is apt to suffer.

People seriously striving to

Electric Co-ops 
Pledge Defense Aid

Oregon’s defense program will 
receive the all-out assistance of 
Oregon’s rural electric coopera­
tives, reported Lennie Haldorson, 
Eugene, secretary of Line County 
Electric Cooperative who attended 
the quarterly meeting of Oregon 
Rural Electric Cooperative asso­
ciation held recently in Portland.

Representing 15 rural electric 
cooperatives in the state of Ore­
gon, the statewide association has 
presented a written resolution to 
Gov. Douglas McKay making avail­
able to the state’s defense pro­
gram all rural electric coopera- 

. lives’ trucks, two-way phone sys-

Urges Youth Dreft

tvms. service and construction
crews, and other personnel. As 
stated in the resolution the co­
operatives are making their ser­
vices and equipment available “to 
be used for any emergency that 
will aid in the civil defense pro­
gram now being planned, and to 
work cooperatively in such pro­
gram."

Clarence Belknap, Blue River, 
former piesident of the statewide 
electric association representing 
mare than 25,000 rural homes, and 
a member of Lane County Electric 
Cooperative, Eugene, presented 
the resolution to Governor McKay.

alties from time to time.
A few years ago, for instance, 

with abundant wildlife and sparse 
population, the people of the state 
considered killing a deer out of 
season a crime of lesser import­
ance than today when game is 
scarce and population growing. 
Consequently, minimum penalties 
must rise in proportion to condi­
tions.

Perhaps had we been a little 
more diligent in enforcement and 
penalties when we had a more
abundant 
would not 
We cannot 
years, but

wildlife resource we 
have today’s scarcity, 
correct failings of past 
we can learn from ex-

perience and make today's prac­
tice beneficial to both the present 
and the future.

The remedy, we believe, does 
not call for stripping courts of 
discretionary powers, but, rather, 
in producing within the courts 
more uniformity in recognition of 
values.

BEACH HAVEN, N. J„ TIMES: 
* “Faced with higher and highi-i

bring about conservation of wild­
life and to preserve recreational 
resources are angered when courts 
treat game violations lightly. They 
immediately want heavier penal­
ties made mandatory. But a man­
datory sentence may prove unjust 
if conditions surrounding the of­
fense are extenuating.

If penalties are made too severe, 
mandatory and rigid, law enforce­
ment again is endangered.

When the arresting officer or 
the judge knows that circum­
stances surrounding a case do not 
justify the fine or imprisonment 
fixed by law, the culprit is apt to 
escape with a warning or a re­
duced charge, when, in fact, a 
light penalty is deserved.

Despite occasional lapses on the 
part of courts and the failure of 
some court officers to recognize 
the actual seriousness of certain 
types of offenses, the legislature, 
we feel, is not justified in limit­
ing discretionary powers of the 
court. The legislative branch of 
government, in our opinion, should 
not invade the authority of the ju­
dicial department.

It is within the province of the 
legislature to raise minimum pen-

taxes, more and more citizens to­
day arc demanding all possible 
curtailment of non-war expendi­
tures and the highest possible 
value for every dollar spent by the 
government.”
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"YOUR FINIS! SOLOIIRS" can be 
youth» from eighteen to twenty, 
according to Defen»« Secretary 
George C. Marshall’» teitirnony be­
fore the Senate Armed Service» 
Committee. In background, during 
the Washington hearing, is Assist­
ant Defense Secretary Mrs. Anna 
Rosenberg. Marshall urge» univer­
sal military service for 18-year-old» 
who, after 27 months duty, would
go into the National Guard or Ke- 
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The 
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American lumber industry 
about $5 million a year co

REYNOLDSVILLE, PA., STAR 
"Those who are raising the cry to­
day that the Federal government 
is rapidly entering every phase of 
this country's economy, can only 
ask themselves one question, 'How 
many times did I invite it to do 
that very thing?' The less we cry 
piteously in both our state and lo­
cal affairs, the more this trend of 
benevolent control from the Capi­
tol will diminish. It is time to 
choose our masters.”

There had been 506 bills intro­
duced. 160 ready to introduce this 
week. UH) being prepared and nn- 
bodv cares to count those in the 
talking stage.

In this stage of the -seisin 
looks like the record for b'lls 
in 1939 of 1,062 might lie broken 
and the 97-day session cf 19-19 
might Im surpassed.
FIVE XEVV BOARDS

While a committer on reorgani­
zation of state government 1« plan­
ing to merge state de 
bills were introduced in 
lature this week to c 
new boards

The bills propose:
A state department 

resources to incluifr the ■’ ime and 
fish commissions, forestry depart­
ment, soil and water con-'"""Hion 
the sanitary board, depir'ini nt of 
geology and minerals, history and 
research.

A state board of accnunt ihcy of 
five members, with a 330 annual 
license for all accountants.

A state board cf registration 
for sanitariums.

A building contractors license 
board creating the office of reg­
istrar of contractors at a yearly 
salary of $7,000.

A state board of tax appe.il 
with three members at an innual

I salary of $6.<MM> each.
Bills similar to the five new lulls
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' Protect your priceless eyes with a

complete, accurate eye examination by 

a competent optometrist — Dr. Tom Mullholland.

nit KHI 3H I.IIOI.I.
Registered optometriit with office» at

Standard- (ZyMtyc.
820 Willametto in Eugene

eu

research to improve the quality of 
lumber, increase the efficiency of 
its production and develop new 
uses for wood.

Economical Car

Car

A well lubricated car is 
more pleasant, safer — 
and more economical to 
operate, too. Let our 
lubricating experts go to 
work on vital chassis 
areas now. Only finest 
quality lubricants used.

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
ON

NEW KAISERS
Prices on our cats have not gone up . . . YET. 

If you are interested in buying right away or very 
soon, we’d be glad to give you a personal demon­
stration on “The Car of the Year.”

TAYLORVILLE, ILL., DAILY 
BREEZE - COURIER: "Tyranny, 
like hell, is not easily conquered." 
These stirring words uttered dur­
ing our Revolution by that lin­
ing our Revolution by that in- 
daunted fighter for liberty, Tho­
mas Paine. They are worth re­
membering in dark days. Despite 
many discouragements tyranny 
was finally conquered then, and so 
it will be again.”

Tell the advertisers that you 
saw it in the Sentinel.
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