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THIS IS THE BIG WEEK
The only things missing are the tage coaches. Otherwise

vigitors to Cottage Grove would think they were in a frontic:
town of the 1870's. We h all the trappings—sheriff, vigi
lantes, jail house (although chicken wire i1sn't very strong)
six-shooters, and cowboys (for a week) roaming the

Some cities look forward to the coming of the ¢
every vear, others anticipate their annual music festival
water pageant, but here in Cottage Grove we all eagerlhy
await Rodeo Week. While other towns are content with one
annual headline attraction, we have two—both top-notch
entertainment.

Cowboys and broncos will be in the spotl
and Sunday afternoons when the fourth annual
Grove Rodeo is held at the rodeo arena south of town.
the oak from the little acorn, this attraction 1s growing
one of tht' largest and most popular of the annual events in
this aree
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Saturday and Sunday evenings, the page:
'Ihv Chieftains’’, will be staged under

. Drenner. A visit out to Horn's Grove

last week showed us that things are shaping up nicely out
there. A wooden stage has been built out from shore and we
had to watch our step while strolling along the bank lest we

trip over some prop or piece of scenery. An added feature
this year will be large water lilies which rise from under the
water and pop open. (We couldn't find out how they
worked.)

To our visitors, we say, “Welcome!”

To Cottage Grove folk, we say, “Enjoy

And to everyone within hearing distance, we
a loud, “YIPPEE!"—K.C.

yourselves.”
let out with

ABOUT FARM PROSPERITY

For a while this year it looked as though at least one
economic axiom no longer held true: the one that says nei
ther farmers nor city folk can prosper long separately. Ac-
cording to winter and spring forecasts by many economists,
1950 was to be a year of depression for the farmer, of con-
tinuing good times for his city cousin. It doesn't look tHat
way teday. Unless the Korean war throws the entire econ-
omy .oy} of whack, farm folk will have prosperity this yea
too. ©Overall national figures show a dip in farm income to
date, but the trend appears to have turned up again.

Agricultural economists are now predicting that the
Department of Agriculture will have to revise earlier esti-
mates that 1950 rural farm income would sink 17 per cent

below. 1949 levels. In Indiana—a typical corn-hog-cattle pro-| .y

ducing area in the great midwest “breadbasket region”

farm equipment sales (a good barometer to farm prosperity) | that project soon alter the

Cottage |

are definitely on the upgrade. One dealer reported an 80 per V!

cent sales gain in May over the same month of 1949. Good
volume for tractors, corn planters, and similar machinery
was also maintained all through June. “Farmers seem to|
have changed their minds about conditions,” says this dealer.
“I don’t know whether it's fear or inflation, or the war scare,
or what it is. But they're coming in and laying down the
cash/’

That this is no isolated case seems evident from the fol-
lowing summary of the situation by lowa State College:
“A boomlet . a dose of mild inflation . . . the outlook is
good.”

HOW ABOUT GOVERNMENT LOBBYISTS?

Lobbying--real and alleged—is in the headlines. As

usual, it is being used to buttress the political drive to fur-| """
ther control industry, and to place barriers in the way of free |, %,

speech and the free press.

However, there is one phase of lobbying which the poli-
ticians avoid like the plague—and that is thc_- propaganda
fed to the people by government officials and bureaus.

In a fine editorial,
“There are more than 3500 Federal employes
payers more than a million dollars a month—engaged in sell-
ing and lobbying for and stirring up support for the pro-
grams wanted—not by the people—but by department heads
and Mr. Truman.

“Congressman Vorys points out one great danger in
this tax-supported Federal lobby: ‘Whether the immediate
purpose of government propaganda is good or bad, the fact
remains that individual liberty and free institutions cannot
long survive when the vast power of government may bhe
marshaled against the people to perpetuate a given policy o1
a particular group of officeholders’.”

The lobbyists who represent industry, agriculture, labor
unions and other institutions must register and make peri-
odi¢ reports to the government. But the lobbyists within the
government are free of all restraints. They are an insidious
and dangerous influence—and all of us are forced to pay
their salaries and expenses.

If Congress is going to look into lobbying, how about
starting with the department heads and the bureaucratic
trained seals?

AIN'T IT THE TRUTH?

EVERETT, PA.,, REPUBLICAN: “The thing that has
for a long time kept the electorate behind the planners and
the speechmakers has ben the promise of gain without work
~of something for nothing. It is nothing more than just a
promise. Westerners are told that they will have new power-
plants, new irrigation systems and so on, all free at govern-
ment expense. Farmers are given heavy subsidies, zll free
it government expense. New and beautiful highways, air-
ports, harbors, and so on become realities, all free at govern-
ment expense. The unemployed are given relief and the aged
are supported. Veterans receive huge benefits, all free at gov-
ernment expense. It's wonderful. But not one penny of it is
free.”

“To be born a gentleman is an .uurlt nt, but
is an achievement.”—H. P. Kaye.

to die

“Common sense is genius in homespun.—A. H. Johnson.
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