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THE' CHRISTMAS STORY
(As told in Isaiah, written in 700 B. C.)

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Be­
hold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall cal 
his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that hi 
may know to refuse the evil and choose the good. For befon. 
the child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good 
the land that abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.’ 
7:14-17.

“For unto us a child is bom, unto us a son is given: ani 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his nam< 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, thi 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase o 
his government and peace, there shall be no end. upon thi 
throne of David and upon his kingdom, to order it and t< 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
and even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this." 9:6-7.

WORKING AT THE JOB OF A CITIZEN
We have about reached the point where the averagi 

citizen will have to spend more time in being one. if w< 
would avoid a major crisis in both our local and national set 
up. The factor which impresses us most is the fact that the 
government has its hand in the pocket of the average indi 
vidual to the extent of about 20 per cent of his income ii 
either direct or hidden taxes. Since approximately 25 pe 
cent of our energies must be directed toward meeting ou 
government obligations, a study of these obligations is ce; 
tainly worthy of a little thought and effort if necessary 
which so far has not been given.

Instead a large part of the present regulations we livi 
under is the result of the clamor of some pressure grou^ 
Boiled down to the last analysis, it means government by 
the minority with the majority paying the bill.

These pressure groups go to the polls and vote becausi 
they either want to get their hands on government fund 
or because they seek some special privilege. And the pres 
sure groups have been pretty successful in the past too; s 
successful that the methods they employ approach those o 
a dictator. It’s been the history since the world began tha 
whenever a group or an organization felt that they had th 
upper hand of any situation, leaders of the particular grou 
did not hesitate to apply dictatorial methods.

In the last general election a good percentage of th 
votes cast were by individuals who expected to get som< 
special privileges. They went to the polls with a selfish pui 
pose in mind and not the purpose of fulfilling their duties a 
citizens. Yet even with this condition prevalent there wa 
only about fifty per cent of the potential vote polled in th 
last presidential election. The percentage of the potentia 
vote has been gradually shrinking for a number of yean 
In the Bryan-McKinley contest of 1893, we are told the per 
centage of votes cast was 74.

We can’t find any good reason for criticizing the action 
of anyone who may choose to discuss our national or loca 
affairs. Perhaps more discussions would stimulate cleare 
thinking of all local or national issues. Gen. Ike Eisenhower 
now president of Columbia university, intermittently con 
nected with politics since the last general election, is bein; 
prominently mentioned again as a possible GOP head becaus- 
he has discussed national affairs on several occasions re 
cently. If these discussions will provoke greater interest ii 
governmental affairs we certainly can find no fault witl 
them, even though the general is being primed to throv 
his hat in the ring.

As we said in the beginning anything that require 
25 per cent of your energies and efforts deserves some stud- 
from you.

A group of Indians from Ecuador (seen here with Secretary-General 
Trygve Lie) recently visited United Nations Headquarters al Lake 
Success, to thank the I .N. for the aid given to their country after 
the recent earthquake which destroyed many Ecuadorian towns.
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ANOTHER KIND OF COLD WAR
Holmes Alexander, the syndicated newspaper columnist 

recently wrote that studies now being made “may show tha 
the Federal propaganda forces—about 45,000 government 
hired publicity writers—are engaged in a cold war agains' 
the voluntary health insurance plans covering 60,000,00< 
Americans . . . The pay-it-yourself services have been mucl 
too successful to please the welfare state planners . . . / 
business concern with offices in six American cities . . 
lately found a strange reluctance among its employes t< 
sign up for Blue Cross coverage. The firm’s head man fount 
that the workers, all white-collar and non-unionized, har 
been somehow persuaded not to add to the success of an; 
voluntary plan, but to wait and get health coverage fo 
nothing.”

Those who belong to this “get-it-for-nothing" schoo' 
will have a sad awakening if compulsory government health 
insurance is ever forced down our throats. Estimates an 
that it would cost taxpayers at least $6,000,000,000 a year 
All the money would come out of our pockets through direc 
or indirect taxation of some kind. It’s a certainty that we’< 
get inferior medical care under political domination.

As for the efforts to discredit the private health insur 
ance plans, this is part and parcel of the campaign to achievi 
the welfare state, British model, at any and all costs. Jus 
how successful this kind of state is can be judged from th’ 
fact that New Zealand voters recently tossed their socialis 
governfnent, which has held control for manv years an< 
socialized everything in sight, out of office. But powerfu’ 
forces are trying harder than ever to make us swallow th( 
bitter socialist pill.

PLASTIC SNOWFLAKES whirling in the wind light up the promenade 
leading to the 75-foot Christmas tree in Rockefeller Center, New York 
City, as the yuletide season officially gets under way. (International)
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THREAT TO HOME OWNERSHIP
Home ownership we hope does not become burdensome 

enough to the potential owner to discourage him for home 
ownership is a stable factor in any community, but unles,* 
our present tax structure is revised somewhat, this thin^ 
is likely to happen. We know of one who recently completed 
what might be termed a modest home as homes go now 
days and he had not much more than settled in this home 
until the tax assessor came along and assessed it. Figured 
on the basis of the present tax rate this home will cost th> 
owner $20.00 per month. The efforts of the tax collector to 
get everyone on the tax roll may be commendable, but it 
won’t reduce taxes as some claim. Tax eduction is more or 
less of an archaic term. It simnly isn’t done anv mon* and 
won't be done in this state until our present system of tax­
ation is modernized and until we make the gimmie boys take 
a back seat.

PINCH and Pl NCH Hy 'HAP

—‘ I see where those L’.N. guys are gonna keep on talking about 
this atom bomb . .
—“Well, at least they ain’t thrown it yet.”

Words of the Wise
If a man be gracious and cour­

teous to strangers, it shows he is 
a citizen of the world.

— (Francis Baco«)
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If dresser drawers stick, even - 
with soap and paraffin treatment, 
locate the spot that sticks; it prob­
ably will be a bit smoother than the 
rest. Sandpaper or plane down, but 
be careful not to take off too much 
wood. Make sure that the front of 
the drawer remains at its original 
level, even though the inside edge 
may be made lower.
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Jidn't take Ihqpi in and many can 
not a they haye their own pet: 
about the only food they get i 
moldy food or something the aban 
doned dogs leave which is ven 
little.

If you cannot keep them car 
vou not afford a little chlorof >rm 
it would really be more kind.

Here's what happens to those 
cute little kittens. Last summet 
three kittens were tossed in a yan 
where some dogs were fenced In 
The dogs were not used to cat' 
and before the lady could get to 
save them one was torn to pieces 
Another time two were torn am 
had to be killed. We don't like t< 
see them die either.

Na, don't blame the dogs. Som. 
of them are left along the road: 
too. They are so pitiful watching 
for their owners car till they get 
o hungry they have to hunt food
Do you jieople who toss out cat 

and dogs really feel proud of it 
Maybe sometime, someone won’t 
want you when you get older and 
arc not cute anymore and nn 
costing too much.

Think about it. Please.
An Animal Lover

$789,191 IN BAE K TAXES
Oregon has $11,205,355 of do 

llnquent taxes on its rolls, th< 
State Tax Commission reported 
Saturday af Salem.
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valorem levies against properfi 
aver all *ho y<’ar the fax«' ha’ < 
been asse sod, the comtnf"slnr 
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H e total levied for the yems. The 
figures wore compiled from re- 
norts of county tax collectors as ol 
last Aug. 15.

Multnomah County had the larg­
est Iota) of delinquent taxes still 
on the rolls, $2,814,487. Clatsop
County was next with $1,021.549.

M iry Bake Eddy Lune was third with $789,191?

.ANE < Of NTY St HOOL
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The Lane County school ruper* 

ntendents office started distri- 
’UUon of the 1949-50 directory of 
•ounty sebo J officers and teach- 
ts. The liooklet i- published an- 
tually under the direction of the 
•ounty school superintendent and
■ontains names
mani officials and 
he county's school
The new school

ontains the valuation of county 
chool district« as well as the 
tost recent school census figures, 
'urrent tax levy each of th'- dls- 
ricts is also included.
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