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IS THE PORTLAND MAYOR COSTLY?
Ihe citizens of Portland will be recall conscious when tb< 

recall movement of Mayor Dorothy McCullough Lee and Sheriff 
Mike Elliott is finished and it looks like the gambling interests 
of Portland are trying to ride the efforts of the anti Elliott 
people to rid that city of its crusading mayor, but it appears 
to most outsiders that the gamblers have a good chance to <■ t 
their ears knocked down; for it seems that the btdv mavor max
win a smashing victory if the voters are aroused. Gang anti
gambit is move in and thrive in the localities wherever there 
is public apathy enough to lose interest in civic or city .affairs 
The reign of gangsters in the twenties was credited to the fad 
that the people were too busy to take a hand in the affair- ot 
many of the larger cities and the mobsters found it casv to take
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A statement credited to an opponent of the Portland mayor 
to tb<‘ effect that the mayor was too costly to the city because 
the city administration attempted to oust the worst form of gam 
bling is typical of the many arguments advanced for a wid.
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wide open town has In en operated until the city was practically 
bankrupted. Yet such happenings have occurred in recent years. . . such happening ____ _ ......... ............. ........ ............
that is they occurred until an aroused citizenship cleaned up 
the town.

Whenever the gamblers and gangsters can get a foothold 
they cost the communities money and misery aplenty and tin 
small amount they give back to the community and slate b 
small in comparison with what they take from the citizens in 
payoffs and taxes.

If the gamblers and gangsters move in on Portland as they 
have tried to do in some of the west coast cities, it will l.e th* 
costliest move ever permitted by the good citizens of that 
metropolis.

“THEY CAN T RUN ME OFF”
We read the statement from a farmer of 102 aer< s in a far u 

magazine recently that, 'They Can’t Run Me Off,” which meant 
substantially that the farmer felt secure on bis small farm ami 
could farm with the best of the modern day farmers. In view ci 
the fact that farming like many other industries is going in for 
big business, we thought this statement was rather sivnifican* 
The 102 acre farmer said that he could grow props on his 102 
acres just as cheaply as any other fanm. ; at the same jime hi 
could raise his own living or practically so. making him pnttv 
independent. '

Most of us are aware of the present trend which is g adn 
ally to farm more acres per man with the use of modern lain 
machinery. There was a time when farming was considered tin 
most secure of any occupation. This was largely due to the fact 
Hie average farm was pretty mueh of an independent unit, with 
the family operating the unit. The principal cost wa^for land 
and after this was bought and paid for there were few ticeasion 
for heavy investments such as the modern farmer i» faced with 
when he starts equipping his farm.

The present cost of equipping a farm is certainly an • xtra 
hazard, which perhaps has removed some of the feeling of sc 
curity to the average farmer. He may make mon- v hen he farms 
the big acreages common nowadays, but he also loses more in 
case of a erop failure or poor management.

In other lines of business, being your own boss if you are 
the owner has some compensations, but aside from this just 
being the head of a business has lost a great deal of its former 
glamor, because it is getting to be increasingly difficult, not 
only to show a profit, but to make ends meet at times If the 
business beads or business owners are not alert to the changing 
times and changing conditions, they soon drop out of circulation.

Not too long ago we heard a salesman make a rather in 
teresting observation. He said the company he sold for was now 
apparently ahead of all of its competitors, having taken the 
lead over the nearest rival only a few years back and that hi; 
company would probably stay in the lead as long as they were 
alert to the needs of the trade and took in new blood into thi 
firm occasionally. He then cited the fact that the life span of 
the average successful business firm was rather short, lastin'.' 
possibly from 5 to 50 years and a few cases longer with tin 
proper management.

In this respect the life of a busings firm is like that an 
individual. For a few years they prosper, stay dormant for a 
time until the period of evening is reached and then decline. Dm
hears politicians talk a lot these days about security, but 
material things there is no such thing.
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AMERICAN PEOPLE CAN AVERT DEPRESSION 
ECONOMIST HOLDS

(From The Reader’s Digest, for October. 1949) 
We are not in a depression today and need not fear one\\e are not m a depression today and need not fear one if 

we use the means available to prevent it. declares W. W.dtei 
Williams, chairman of the Committee for Economie Develop 
ment. in The Reader’s Digest for Oetolier .

We are in a dip, Williams concedes, and though the dip is 
economically a “wholesome adjustment from boom to normal.” 
there is nothing “wholesome” in the personal situations of mu 
3,778,000 unemployed—a total a million and a half greater than 
a year ago.

1 have a recipe,’’ Williams stales, “to change this dip into 
a depression that will lay you Hat on ynur back. Let everyone 
say, ‘W'e had a boom. Now we’ve gof 1o have a bust.’ Let busi­
ness men insist on unnecessarily high profit margins. Let labor 
insist on unreasonable wage boosts. Let government regain 
business profits as a happy hunting ground for the tax nolle-tor. 
Finally, let the consumer—meaning everybody—bury bis sur 
plus money in the cyclone cellar and call an all-out buyers’ 
strike. ”

Rut before the American people do these things. Williams 
urges, they should regard some of the "amazing strengths” in ■ 
the economic picture of today, as compared with 1929. The first 
is the fact that we have had no speculative frenzy in real estate, 
commodities or stocks. In 1929, brokers’ loans. 1o In Ip the public 
buy stocks on credit, bad risen to $81? billion; today such loans 
are less than half of one billion dollars. Almost all bank accounts, 
up to $5,000, are insured, a fact to prevent mass withdrawals 
and closed banks. Our private debt today is only 85 per cent of 
our national income, but in 1929 it was 185 per cent. I’rice 
supports for farmers’ products and unemployment insuranci 
benefits for men ont of work are cushions existing today against 
such economic distress as farmers and workers experienced in 
the early ’JOs.

Such measures, however, have not prevented the current 
recession. Williams points out. Attributing the dip to business 
men's curtailment of purchases of supplies and consumers’ post- 
ponement of buying, the author says expenditures have been 
limited not by inability to buy but by unwillingness to buy. 
Businessmen and consumers alike should overcome their un- 
willmgness to buy and employ immediately their ability to buy.
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While disease losses in domestic
rabbits piohably can Ik
completely eliminated, preventive
measures and production
practices generally can keep losses 
to a low level, according to tin 
author of a new UKC. extension 
circular 53-1. “Common Diseases of 
•Domestic Rabbits.'

The circular is a reprint of an 
article and chart on this ubjix’t 
prepared by Everett E. Lund, 
parasitologist of the U. S. Rabbit 
experiment station in California

control practice and (hen lists all 
common rliseases in chart form, 
giving part of Ixxly affected, name 
of disease, general symptoms, 
treatment, prevention and ic- 
marka about it.
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THE LATEST IN PARACHUTES is the Navy's new “extended skirt" type chut® 
that will become standard equipment for pilots of jet nnd other hign- 
speed piancs in early 1950. The parachute, which has a 2B-foot diameter, 
reduces the opening shock and gives a more stable descent to fliers 
who are forced to bad out of their fast-moving craft (fnternutioruil)
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OCE Anticipates 
10% Increase 
In Enrollment

Oregon College ol Ldmaiion 
Monmouth A 10 jxt ci t.t increa i 
in Ireshn.’ n and new ludenis ex- 
pr eted to enroll nt Oregon Colli i;< 
of Educalien in Monm.iUth wa 
indicated today, kigun . roloaM-ii 
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