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(I real Forest /' ires of America
l l y  John l> G u U irtr, liu ip ^  U»r 

l  ulfcnd SLm U ^b D rp t o f A gricu ltu re
Fnrtw i H rrv le r

HointMirir ha* «old (hat aa a c a ­
la m ity , uraat f i r m  ran k  w ith  
fkaMta, prat 11* lira, fam ine, or ea rth ­
qu ake  but they are  eoon forgotten

T o  at age a foreet fire  you need 
only a  few th ings a forest, the 
right atm ospheric conditions, and 
a epark. e ith er from  n lightn ing  
•-.1» M  •  m atch In  •  I M I 1 , f I
'••»»I . r n k n a v e . « m fo io o t la  t* 
sim ple; the w onder ! •  th a t we do  
not have m<»re and bigger fires  
The la rg e r the forest, the d rier the 
air. the bigger the foot, the bigger 
the f ire  you w ill have.

W h en  Kurn|>eahs firs t landed on 
these shores there were surely 
<-nough ''forest* to burn" a »id the  
white m an begsn at once to burn  
them  It  has long been the practice  
to lay the blame fo r forent fires  
of ea rly  days to  the Indians, to 
prate, w ith  lltUe or no foundation  
in fact or record, th a t the Indians  
w ilfu lly  burned the forests o ff reg 
ularty  I f  the A m erican In d ian  did 
nil the forest burn ing ne Is credited  
w ith there would pave hern few  
forests left In A m erica when the 
firs t »elder» landed

o f  course, there were early  fires , 
’ hey are recorded as ecars In the  
hearts o f m any sn A m erican tree

Id g h tn ln g  was here long before  
«•van the red m an. a n d  w ith  lo w  
atm ospheric hu m id ity  and wind, 
early fires «wept over m any por­
tions o f our forested regions.

Th e  C a lifo rn ia  big trees show  
r ia n t  fires as fa r back as 2<ft. and 
again  In 1441. In I  MO. and 1797 Ex  
tensive fire * «wept Colorado In 
137«. 1707, 1722. 1733, and 17M1. fo r  
her K nirelm ann spruces still show 
the sears M aine w h ite  spruces tell 
o f  a fire  about 1793 which must 
have covered eome 200 "Qtiare 
nil lee

The i»sgrs of E uropean forest 
history are also blackened here 
and there w ith  forest smoke About 
MOO. there were fires In western  
Europe for a part o f the Black  
Foreet * * •  burned In  1*2«. «X ten- 
elee forest fire» swept over por­
tions o f Sweden and D en m ark  
'D a rk  D ays“ are scattered through  

history, usually dus to large foreet 
fires though In some cases to vo l­
canic eruptions Such days on the 
P acific  coast are still fresh In the 
m em ories o f m any of Its  cltlsenw

Bed ra ins”, "black ra ins“ , “black 
•now s“ are recorded In  Europe  
from  1303 on But Europe can show 
no great foreet fires, no p a ltry  
m illion  acres burned, no holocauata. 
such ns we pro fliga te  Am ericans  
m ust ad m it having W e found a 
continent wooded; we have hacked  
and felled and burned the forest 
hack. I t  was som ething to be got 
rid o f for. we said, w ith in  Its depths  
th e rr  m ight he w ild an im als and 
besides we m ight need the land fo r  
crop* and homes Th e foreet was 
lim itless. It had no value, and eo 
we burned and burned, from  the  
A tla n tic  to the P acific

B ut one day we saw the forests 
dw indling , we hnd m ors cleared  
land than we were cropping, the 
forest became a ttra c tiv e , and then, 
as m ankind  Is wont to do. w« ex 
r u e d  our forebears It was the 
In d ia n * who u*ed to b u m  the for- 
••sta'

O u r list of g igantic  forest fires  
is a long one T h e ir  records are  
stories of appalling  loss o f real 
wealth , o f the crem ation of count­
less w ild  creatures, o f charred hu­
m an corpses, s story o f roaring  
thunder, o f darkened skies at m id ­
day, o f blackened and cindered re ­
m ains o f w hat was forest green

Th e  details which have come 
down to  us are m eager, but a p ­
pa lling w ith a l Let’« glance over a 
few . s ta rtin g  In 1323. setting them  
down In  chronological order I f  not 
in geographical relation.

Th e  M lram lch l fire  o f October 
1323 In M aine and N ew  B runsw ick  
swept over 3,000,000 acres, and took 
its to ll o f 100 hum an lives.

On the o ther side o f the co nti­
nent, D avid  Douglas, the young  
Scottish bontanlst, exploring In 
Oregon from  1320 to 1330. speaks 
in his Journal o f seeing forest fires  
near Oregon C ity* and south 
through the W illa m e tte  V alley . In  
IM 0  cam e the Y aqu lna f ire  In O re­
gon covering 400.000 acres of prob­
ably w h at was as heavy stands of 
Douglas fir , S itka  spruce, and w est­
ern cedar aw could be found on the  
P acific  coast.

Seven years later, In the same 
reglan.’ came the Nestucca fire  on 
the O regon coast which covered 
320.000 acres. In  M ay  1333 the 
P ontiac fire  In Quebec hnd bu rn ­
ed 1,000,000 acres.

Th e S ilve rto n  fire  o f 1363, again  
In Oregon, Is said to have covered 
probably 1.000.000 acres. T h a t sum  
nier was very dry. S ettlers In S il­
verton read newspapers a t night by 
Its light. The a ir  was filled  ns I f  
w ith  a dense fog, and the ashes on 
the burned area w ere 7 to 10 inches 
deep I t  Is recorded here th a t It 
was comm on practice then for set­
tlers to fire  the forests a« they had  
no value.

In  Septem ber 1303 came th e V o o s  
fire  In the Oregon coast region, 
when m ore than 300,000 acres w ere  
burned from  Septem ber 13 to Oc­
tober 20. T h a t same year occurred  
the St H elens fire , In Septem ber,

which covered over 300,000 acres 
“ D ark  days" were recorded in  west­
ern Oregon and W ashington and 
•m o ke was encountered fa r  out In 
the Pacific  ocean.

W isconsin now presents a cla im  
In the Peshtigo fire  of O ctober 
1371 Th is  f ire  was one o f the most 
calam itous In A m erican history. A 
to tal nt 1.230.000 acres was burned  
over, borne«, towns, settlem ents  
*w rp | aw ay, and 1,300 persons lost 
th e ir lives Th e Illg  H orn f ire  In 
W yom ing comes next In 137«. w ith  
over NX),000 acres burned. M ic h i­
gan's fire  o f 1MM1 is next A m illion  
acres were lairned. w ith  a property  
l<»ss of S2.000.000. and 133 people 
were burned alive

In  W isconsin, also, occurred the 
l*h llllpe fire  <»f Ju ly  1394 when 100,- 
ooo acres w ere burned and more 
(b u n  300 p e r s o n s  k il le d  In  Hep- 
te m lp r  of th a t *am * year, the 
great H in ck ley , M in n  , forest fire  
occurred M illions o f acres were 
laid waste, some 12 towns wiped  
out. 130.000 acres o f fure«t burned, 
and 413 lives lost The smoke from  
the in jllllp s  and H inck ley  fire *  th a t 
year was so dense on the G re a t 
L a ke '1 as to In terfere  seriously w ith  
the movement o f vessels. From  
A p ril to June 1903 occurred the 
Adirondack. N . Y fire , where 430,- 
•MX) acres were burned over

Th e year 1910 I historic th ro ug h­
out the west as one of unprecedent­
ed forest file «  M innesota. Idaho, 
W ashington and Oregon a ll had 
trem endous lo«ses The B audette  
fire  In M innesota In O ctober bu rn­
ed 300.000 acres and destroyed 42 
lives. W ashington and Oregon loat 
m illion« o f acre« Hmoke was slght- 
ed 3o0 miles out at sea I t  Is re­
ported that the w ind w u  »o strong  
th a t In some cases the f ire  was 
ac tua lly  blown out The B ritish  
ship D u m fcrm lln e  reported the 
sm ell o f «m oke 300 m ile* west of 
San Francisco and a haxe in te r fe r ­
ing w ith  natu ica l observations for 
10 days. D u rin g  August 1910 Idaho  
suffered worst o f all T o  m illions of 
acres o f w h ite  pine tim ber were 
burned, towns were destroyed, and 
33 lives were snuffed out M any  
heroic deeds are recorded

The year 1910 was unusually dry  
In Idaho N o spring rains fe ll The  
drouth continued through June. 
July and August. D ry  e lectrica l 
storms occurred By Ju ly 13 more 
than 3,000 fire  fig hters  were at 
w ork In  northern  Idaho and north ­
ern M ontana. By the m iddle of 
August over 3.000 sm all flree had 
been put out In this te rr ito ry  and 
about 90 large fires had been put 
under control, only to be fanned  
In to flam e again by high winds

Then came S aturday. August 20 
Th at afternoon a hurricane arose 
W hole hillsides o f tim b e r w ere up­
rooted by It. Forest ranger» were 
alm ost blown from  th e ir saddles. 
Fo r 24 hours the gale raged, and 
every little  sm oldering fire  In all 
th a t country was fanned In to  life, 
and the whole region became a 
raging to rren t o f flame«. Jumping 
rivers a q u arte r of a m ile wide. 
The rangers said the roar sounded 
like  a thousand fre ig h t tra in s  paw - 
Ing over th a t m any steel trestles. 
Seventy-four fire  fig hters  were 
burned to death. By August 21 a 
strip  o f country 120 m iles long by 
20 to 33 mtle>« w ide had been bu rn­
ed.

B anger E  C. Pulaski, w ith  43 
fire  fighter», was caught In a 
gulch F ires w ere coming at them  
from  a ll sides. P u laski discovered 
an old m ine tunnel on the m oun­
ta in  side and took his men In. 
hanging wet b lankets over the en­
trance Flam es swept over the tu n ­
nel H eat, amoke, and gnnee crept 
In. Panic selxed the m en; one m an  
started to bolt fo r  the outside. The  
ranger pulled his gun, saying he 
would shoot any m an try in g  to 
leave. P u laski stood near the en­
trance un til overcom e by gas and 
heat he fe ll exhausted. One o f the 
men took hl« place u n til flam es had 
passed on, and the party  em erged  
a fte r  th e ir 2-hour rendezvous w ith  
death.

W h ile  the W o rld  W a r  was being 
fought out to Its sudden close In 
October 1913 the Cloquet fire  In
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M innesota waa at ag ing a m in ia tu re  H«pl«m ber T h e  ,u m m « r had been 
w a r ', re-1 hell A shorts«« o f 20 defic ient In  ra in fa ll. H ig h  tem pera  
liichea o f ra in fa ll In  20 m onths » « «  lure«, dry a ir, and lig h t w ind« fo r  
the prelude Homebody didn 't pul alm ost 4 m onths previously. Th e  
out a c ig arette - before th ro w in g  It earth  waa parched, crop« had fa ll- 
oway, a cam p fire  »# <  left unee- ed, vegetation had dried up. down 
tlngulehod. »omeone wa" foolish tim ber and sn ag , w ere as tin d e r  
enough to burn brush In  euch H igh  w in d , from  the d ie t ushered 
w ea llie i anyw ay, the fire  started  In Heptem ber
on the afternoon o f O ctober 12. the h, d b„ n burn ln |t , . . a r
« in d  c a m . up. end eoon C lo q u e t v„  m - r  m ounta)n Cow„ u  coun. 
the busy aew m lll tow n o f 12,000
people wae burned, raxed to the 
ground A ll o f the In h ab itan t«  ex­
cept seven were rescued, ta ken  out 
by tra in  to enfety, through proper 
ty  and tim b e r valued at 230,000,000 
were lost. T h e  c ity  o f D u lu th  was 
■erloualy threatened by th is  fire . 
In  the flree o f th a t general region

ty fo r over a m onth previously; no 
one paid any atten tion  Careless 
settlers were bu rn ing  slash In 
m any places A no ther f ire  had been 
burn ing  on M uddy creek, a tr ib u ­
ta ry  o f Lew is river.

On Heptember 8 and » these fires  
crept out through a num ber of

dose together, and nearby a few  
piece, o f Iron, a ll th a t waa le ft o f 
th e ir  wagon. T h e  horses had brok­
en loose, but a shapeless mass and 
a  few  buckles told the ta le o f them . 
A settler's w ife  and ch ildren w ere  
caught aa they ran  fro m  the c lear­
ing In to  green tim ber. A m all ca r­
r ie r  was overtaken on the road • 
and perished In  a ll, 18 lives were  
lost on the N o rth  F o rk  o f Lew is  
river.

M illion s o f feet o f some of the  
finest tim ber In the northw est 
w ere  destroyed, and sawm ills, logs.

ra ilroad  t i e s ,  settlers' homes, 
bridges. m in in g  buildings. and 
countless numbers o f w ild life  w ere
wiped out.

I M any carcasses o f deer w ere  
found a fte rw a rd , w h ile  the loss o f 
sm aller game Much as grouse, squir­
rels, and rabbits was very  great. In  
one wet m eadow some people took  
refuge; there also w ere  six bear, 
eight deer and a lynx. In  a  c le a r­
ing where several fam ilies  took  
shelter, a  num ber o f deer came and 
sought refuge w ith  them . As food 

<Concluded on page 6.)

..ut In Ih -  country and In sm aller K“ P» ,n ,h -  f l r , t  n D K t  ,m m  W a »b- 
» e l l l . in .n U , 4 /»  lives w e r , lost. to N o rth  F '” k and

from  then un til Heptem ber 15 theAnd now let's look back to 1902 people o f C larke  and C o w litz  coun-
e g .ln  at w hat | .  v .r lo u e ly  called d)d ||M „  #Ue but f  Ore 
he Ix w ts  H iver f i r .  the Columbia. „„„  Sept, mber , 2 waa ...

Clspux, Y acolt, o r C o w litz  —fires. night. Heptem ber 
d a rk  day" In  western W ash ing ton .Th is  fire  swept from  the K a la m a  M o„  , h>n m 0 0 0  , rr<ft w er,  bu rn .

n c .  u '  *■  £ " un ' y . • ou ,b  . d. the property low. was placed at 
through C la r k , and H k a m .n l.  and , , 2 ,„0  and 
caet to the W ind  R iv e r  valley, a ll k m ed v
In W ashington . South o f the Co- ' ,
lumbl.'i r iver. In Oregon, fires swept A long the N o rth  F o rk  of I^ w is  
from  the r iv e r southw ard through rlveJ’ tbe l̂re  on Septem ber 11

probably reached Its greatest sever­
ity  H ere  a p a rty  o f nine people 

, ,  , . .  .  .  wax overtaken by the flam e» T h ey
H ere  again the atm ospheric stage had cam p, a t  a  l r l , U k i

had been w t  fo r a conflagration . and hurry1nif a h , Bd o f the comlnJf 
The f i r .  occurred In  S eptem ber „ „  fo(Jnd narrow
and It m ay be rem arked  th a t the blfx.ked fa , ,en U m ber
m ost destructive fires  In the

M ultnom ah und C lackam as  
ties to the M o la lla  r iv e r

FALL ('LASSES IN
Tap and Ballroom Dancing

Will Be Conducted at the 
EAGLES HALL FRIDAYS

Tap Dancing Classes 1-5 p. rn. 
Ball Room Classes 7-8 p. m.

F o r H . 8. Students and Adults.

Miss Phyllis Grant
INSTRUCTOR

For Further Information Call 216-R

VALUABLE AWARDS
To Be Given Away Daily at the 
COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
HEALTH—BEAUTY—CHARM

SCHOOL
PLAN NOW TO ATTEND EVERY SESSION

Health Beauty
Ts the prime requisite of a 
happy nnd successful life. You 
can enjoy life to the fullest by 
developing a state of super­
health, which is the key to a 
radiant and magnetic person­
ality.

Real beauty conies from with­
in. It is the result of the per­
fect functioning of all the vital 
forces. When you have beauty 
of this type, you will feel the 
thrill of beiug fully alive!

Hear... ALEXANDER DAVIS
Eminent Lecturer and Teacher, Who Will DeliverFOUR FREE LECTURES

DAILY SUBJECTS:
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 7:30 p. m.

•' How to Develop Health, Vitality
and Personal Magnetism.”•

Thursday, Nov. 5, 7:30 p. m.
“ Eating for Health—Food Facts 

versus Food Fads.”

Thursday, Nov. 5, 2:30 p. m. Friday, Nov. 6, 7:30 p. m.
“ What Every Woman Should Know” Overcoming Constipation, Nervousness

FOR WOMEN ONLY and Acidosis ”

VALUABLE GIFTS DAILY

O dd Fellow s H all

MTonr.it
Hkam.nl

