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ADVICE ON MEASURES.

The B8entinel trusts hat every
voter has given care study to
the measures upon - h he is ex
pected to vote in vember, If
he has not done so, he ghould, for
it s Impossible for him to get the
full arguments for and against
without a full reading of the vot
ers’ pamphlet, There are but thre
state measures this year, so there
Is really no excuse for not giving
them study. The Sentinel will re
view them briefly,

No, 800-301—Grange power bill
Appears on ballot by referendum,
The measure occuples five and a
balf pages In the pamphlet, The

is state development, dis-
tribution and sale at cost of water
power and hydroelectric energy.
Btate bonds to be lssued therefor
upon vote of the people, This bill
was enacted by the legislature to
put into effect an amendment
previously adopted by the people.

It Is unnecessary to argue the
benefits and dangers of public
ownership. Most voters already

" people who own the

— — e e

know whether they favor or op-
pose governmont in business. It is
rather odd, however, that most of
thosa who belleve all public of-
ficlals to be crooks and grafters
are loudest in proposing more op-
portunities for political manipula
tiona, The Sentinel belleves most
public officials are honest, but it
believes in golng slow in giving
them more business to handle for
the reason that our political sys
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2 the same manner as private

Usiness,

I'he state already bas the power
to keep electric rates at a reason
able figure and we should take care
to see that such developments
as that at Bonneville are not giv-
en away with little benefit to the
patural re
sources, but it is not necessary to
pass the power bill in order to
protect those rights, Go slow is
good advice in times like these,
and the power bill givea allogethe
too much authority to a political
comumission of three men.
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Bargains

- T Al
in Used Cars
1928 Buieck Coacl
1926 Ford Touring
1925 Ford Pickup
930 Ford Dual Truek
1926 Chevrolet Sedan
1931 Chevrolet 5 Passenger

Coupe,
All priced at real bargains
See them today
GMAC Terms

Convenient

Cottage Gr;ve Motor Co.|
Phone 77 -
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To our Patrons and
the General Public:

IN VIEW of the fundamental injus-
tice of the telephone rate order issued
October 11, 1934, by the Commissioner
of Public Utilities, we had no alterna-
tive, in fully meeting our public respon-
sibilities, but to submit the matter to
court for final decision. On the facts
which we have presented, the court has
temporarily suspended the order of the
Public Utilities Commissioner.

Pending the final determination by
the court, bills for exchange telephone
service will be rendered at the rates in
effect prior to the Commissioner’s order.
Our Company has given bond, under the
court’s order, which fully protects all
our customers in case any refunds may
be due,

Telephone rates have been regulated
in Oregon for twenty years, and only
reasonable earnings under the most fa-
vorable business conditions have been
allowed. It is a well-known fact that our
earnings under regulation are limited in
good times. Private industry is not so
limited. During the depression, tele-
phone earnings, along with those of
other businesses, have been seriously
impaired because of the decreased use
of the service.

At all times our investment is fixed
by the public requirements and conse-
quently the carrying charges on our
telephone plantare likewise fixed. Under
regulation we are not guaranteed any
return on our investment and we are
permitted to earn only a fair return when
business conditions make that possible,
Throughout the depression, it has not
been possible for us to earn any figure
even approaching a fair return.

OUR EARNINGS in Oregon dur-

mths have been

t &1 teen m

i than : per annum on our prop-
erty, the value of which is $37,000,000.

The value of the property used in intra-
state Oregon operations is $31,000,000
The Public Utilities Commissioner held,
n his recent order, that this portion of
the pruperty was worth only $20,825,-

), a reduction of $10,000,000, or over
309%,. The reduction in rates ordered,

hile small to the individual rate-payer,
aggregates over $365,000 a year to the
Company and will reduce our present
low earnings to 1%, on the value of the
property. It is apparent that these dif-
ferences are substantial and not minor
concessions that our Company might
make.

Every vital principle and fact which
have given Oregon a telephone service
of the highest quality at the lowest
possible cost consistent with financial
safety were ruled on adversely by the
Public Utilities Commissioner. We must
continue to render an adequate, depend-
able and satisfactory service, and meet
our obligations to the public we serve,
the men and women who are loyally de-
voting their lives to this great public
service, and our stockholders. In ful-
filling these responsibilities we had no
other recourse than the legal step which
the rate order forced us to take.

THE BELL SYSTEM, of wi
Company is fortunately a part, has ded.
cated itself to the fundamental policy
and purpose of rendering the most tele-
phone service and the best at the lowest
possible cost to the public,

Our Company, through its contractu-
al relationship—in no senss a relation-
ship of a subsidiary to a holding com-
pany as ordinarily understood — with
the American Telephone and Telegraph
Company receives the full benefits of
the many services furnished it by an ex-
tensive, investigating and experiment-
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ing centralized organization. The value
of these services so far exceeds the
amount we pay for them and they are
so fundamental and beneficial in our
rendering a dependable and constantly
that we

improving telephone service,

would have been remiss in our obliga-
tions to our patrons if we had failed to
avail ourselves of them

It is an established fact, conclusive-
ly proved by actual experience for many
years, that through our privilege of par-
ticipation in all the benefits and advan-
tages accruing to us as a part of the Bell
System, we have been able to render,
comprehensively and effec tively, an un-
equaled service to our patrons. It would
not have been possible, either fin incially
or physically, for our Company, working
independently, to accomplish the advan-
tageous results for its patrons which
obtain by virtue of the fundamental,
comprehensive and economical contrac-
tual relationship which it is our privilege
to enjoy as an Associated Company of
the Bell System.

WE EARNESTLY DESIRE that
our patrons have the full facts and we
welcome at all times the opportunity to
discuss any phase of our operations. We
fully realize the welfare of our business
depends upon public confidence and
good will,

We would be glad to reduce rates—
voluntarily—if we were financially able
to do so. We can not do the impossible—
we have the obligation to play our full
part in bringing back better times, to
share the added cost of government, to
meet our full responsibilities in render-
ing at all times the highest quality of
service at the lowest possible cost, to
provide a plant with the highest degree
of performance, and to preserve the
financial integrity of the property.

E. D, WISE
Vice President and General Manager
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