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 TALKING PICTURES

Invention
Development
Triumph of

VITAPHONE

T'he Romantic Story of the Warner Brothers and the History of Vitaphone Talking Pictures

SYNOPSIS |
iviised  im Baltimore, H‘urnrr|
5. begam their conneclion with

motion pactures opening a store
show wn Newcastle in 1903 f,d.’t'l
they founded an exchange, but were
forced owut of business by a film
combine, Then they took the first |
two reel picture on tour, engaged
themselves as distributors for a
film producer and sold out at a
They founded Warner Fea
tures but could not finance it. Then
they got their feet on the yl--llru‘l
with a new organization, Sam War
ner heard of a device to combine
pictures with speech, Imvestigation
led Warner Bros, to develop Vita-
phone. |

loss,

CHAPTER 4

There were many probloama to be
solved In the perfection of Vita
wilone, With the engineers of the
Waostern Electrie Co. the Warner
staff worked out puzzles in record
Ing, amplification, projection, svn
chronlzation, production and direc
tlon. Vitaphone “the lving volee™
was belng brought to reality.

The Screen Speaks

Aa tlme went on there was per
focted a sound-proof vibrationless
booth for the cameras and record-
fng machinery, a motor construct-
ed to make the dise and film move
at the same rate of speed, a switch
which automatically changed the
prajection from one machine to
another with no apparemt interrup-
thon: remote control of transmis-
slon: a transmlisslon system which
would perfectly distribute music
and speech through the largest au-
ditoriuvm. These things had aH to
be done before actual production
condd begin.

After u yoar of work the fivet ple
ture was made. # showad Dr.

Watson, co-lnventor of the tele-

phone, with Alexander l‘.mham[

Bell. Dr. Watson

man st the time, t his volce and
his peraon were wight perfectly
and are now a record for future

geunerations

By 1926 Vitaphone
had reached a stage of perfection

where Warner Bros. felt that a
program could be made., Naturally
other producers were aware of

the work being done at the Warner
Studlo. A favorite name for Vita.
phoue ln those days was Warner's

rOUISEVEAZENDA

Folly. But the vislon of the four
boys saw further into the future
and they staked every dollar they
had on lts succeas,

Having gone in this deep, War-
ner Bros, determined that nothing
was too good for Vitaphone, They
proceeded to engage the Manhat-
tan Operas House and turn it into
a vaet workshop. They pald the

Meotropulttan Opera Comdany a
lange sum o Wik o thelr caCewe
and thep Use art'sts wewe paid sub-

By JOHN LEARY PELTRET

stantially for hefr he
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra,

Sarvices.

wis & very old | Henry Hadley director, was engag-

ed to play several numbers and the
scores for the picturea. With no

nslderation for Warner
Broa. proceeded to establish Vita-
phone—*"The Living Voice,” by re
cording for future gene.ations not
the wolce alone, but the actual per-

Cost

sonalities of the greatest artists in
the world.
Talking Pictures Revealed

One can imagine the spirit of
that great ploneer Oscar Hammer-
stain looking on while this work
was golng forward In the temple
he had oullded. At the Warner Bros
Theatre, New York, Oct. 6, 19286,
history was made in the world of
entertalnment. It was on the night
of that day the first performance
of talking plctures was success-
fully given, Bach of the four War-
nane had, by this tlme, pwt every
dolar they owned into the project.

b oddition they had obligaied)

themselves for many additional
thousands of dollars.

That firet program of Vitaphone
talking pictures lasted until one
o'clock In the morning. While the
press and the public had been fore-
warned to expect something start-
ling, they were not ready for what
they found in Vitaphone, music

and speech perfectly combined
with plctures. No one left the the-
atre until the entire program had
been finished, and then there was
a buzz of delight and praise,

e

BENIAMINO:GIGT

Heare 1s the amazing program
that Warner Bros. presented on
Vitaphons that epoch making
night: An lntroductory speech by
Will H. Haye, then iu order the New
York Philharmonie Orchestra, Hen-
ry Hadley conducting, in an over-
ture; Mischa Elman, Roy SBmeck,
Marion Talley, Harold Bauer, Glo-
vanni Martineld, Anna Case, sup-
ported by the Cansinos and the
Metropolitan Opera chorus; John

“Don Juan,” with musical score ars
ranged by Major Bdward Bowes,
David Mendoza and Willlam Axt,
played by the Philharmonie Sym-
phony Orchestra, Henry Hadley
conducting.

Facing New Problems

Vitaphone—*the Nving rolee™—
had come to the world to carry the
greatest artists to the most remote
towns and villages as well as the
great cities of the land. But War
ner Bros, daring ploneers as they
were, now faced the problem of
distribwtion. The big chains of
theatres refused to install this o
novation, taking the attitude that
it could only have temporary sec-
cess. In truth, they were afrald of
what it might do to them.

S0 Warner Bros. turned to the
Independent manager, the man
with owe or two theatres—the
same type of men as the Warness
-to spread the gospel of Ve
phone. The new entertalnment
caused a sensation in every place
presented. The chain houses be-
gan to look askance and seemed
to realize that thie was not a flash

i

month the gualty of the
tlons Improved and the fareighted
exhibitors who had Installed Vit
phone wene peaping thelr sewssd
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