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Cottage Grove Todi_ &
Is Civil War Town
Marietta, Tennessee

First Films of Buster Keaton's
Picture, ‘‘'The General,"’
Are SBhot Today.

What Camera Doesn't See Is
No Business of Those Who
Will See PFicture.

Cottage Grove is today Marietta,
lenn.,, of the period of 1863 and
the nirst of the films of Buster
Keaton's next picture, ‘‘The Gen
cral,'" have been shot. The film

ing will continue for from eight to
twelve weeks, depending on weath-

¢r conditions and how hard the
stars wish to work., The weather
teday is in keeping with the set
ting of the picture, warm and
saltry.

The first films were taken on the

stub of Thirteenth street north of
the city park, Thirteenth street of
Cottage Grove, not Marietta, which
probably had not more than one

stireet of consequence. The original
Marietta, which still is a postoffice
in probably was not
built as quickly as its counterpart

Tennessee,

here, which was "completed in the
same length of time that it took
the Creator to make the heavens
and the earth. It probably will

ot stand as long as these works
of God have stood, and probably
rot as long as the original Marietta.

From the station of the camera
there is a complete southern village.
The depot of the Western & At-|
It ntic railway and the Georgin
hotel and barroom are in the fore
ground. There general mer-
chandise stores & somewhat im
posing eity hall, a substantial ap
pearing . bank and a dozen other
buildings.

This is the view for the camera,

are

end not the view ome gets if he
walks the fvngth of the street. As
there is to be little action on the

sireet itself, which will be largely
n background for railway scemnes,|
the buildings are cut off three or
four feet back and the side away
from the ecamern is not built at all
COnly onme side of the roof has been
huilt, but the portions of the build-
ings that will show in the film
look as real as if they were in a
Of eourse the buildings
have two ecom- |

real city.
in the foreground
plete walls. i
The construction of a movie
village is an art of its own. Frank
Barnes, technical direetor and econ-
struetion ehief, would be about the
ltst one on the job who, from his
dress, would be picked as the con-
struction chief, Golf trousers, light |
shirt and a sort of Rudolph Valen
tino air might lead ome to believe |

that he was a disinterested spectator
from Hollywood. He seemed less
conecrned about what was going

¢cn than many of the spectators.

But as the reporter wondered
who the apparent stranger might
be, two who looked like real work
men, boss carpenters or something,
stepped up.

““Well the bank
business, what next?"’

Stick a hitching rack in here,”’

ia l‘t'uli’\' for

came the reply without hesitation
and with a finality that indicated
that it hadn't been planned for
on the spur of the moment. The

apparently disinterested person was
the construction chief and he knew
just what he wanted each of the 50
workmen to'be doing.

“‘How long would it take you to

start another street to represent
Tifth avenue, New York?' the
reporter wanted to know.

““We ecould start in five minutes
trd have is well under way by
tcmorrow night."’

““Would it be on exact repliea
of Fifth avenuef’’

“‘It would be so far as B0 per
cent of those who would see the
picture would know.'

“‘Then this isn’t to be an ex
act replica of Marietta of Civil

war days?"’

“‘Quite naturally not. There
ne way of knowing exaectly what
Marietta looked like then, but the
movie fans who see the pictare
will not know but what it
really taken there, and some may
think it was taken while the war
was on. But the buildings must
be exaet to period. The siding on
the buildings, the style of windows,
the style of doors, the shape of
roofs, the straggling sidewalk, the
irt street, the belfrey on the
schoolhouse, all these must be true
to period.’”’

WAS

“‘You seem to have mo working
designs with you, mo blue prints
or anything like that How do
wou know what you are going to
do next Haow do vou keep track
of the buildiag of a b tel, a saloon
« bank. s ramshackle depot and =
sity hall all at the same time?’’

““That's the way a 1 hniral
man holds kis job. Besides we
got always know what a building

(Continued on page 2.)
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