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move her towards this position in her 

career development, maybe just not this 

soon.  I believe by offering her an inter-

im position, it’s a choice of stability for 

the Board,  and we have a chance to see 

how it works.  I believe she’ll get a lot 

of support from the other co-op manag-

ers and I know Bob will be there to sup-

port her even in retirement. It will give 

Billi a chance to prove herself.”  

 “Billi worked here as a high 

school student, and then applied for an 

open spot just after I started here,” said 

retiring GM Perry.  “The people she 

had worked with here previously highly 

recommended her.  I didn’t know Billi, 

but she interviewed and was chosen. I 

watched her for three years – how she 

interacted with the members, and with 

her co-workers, how she asked ques-

tions.  She always made good choices.  

And since we were going to need people 

to move into higher positions, and since 

we send people to lineman school to get 

trained, I thought we should do the same 

thing for anybody else here in the co-op.  

So she got herself enrolled in college 

and has been an A student ever since.  

And then we promoted her and she has 

excelled.  Everything I’ve pushed at her, 

she’s been able to tackle. She a very bal-

anced person. So when the  time came 

for the Board to consider this GM posi-

tion, it was something I had been look-

ing at for a while.  I just thought she 

would be a natural for the position.”   

 “I grew up with the co-op and 

it holds a special place for me,” says 

Kohler.  “I know the Board of Directors 

sees that I’m the best fit for the position 
during what we’re going through right 

now.  While  I’m not sure what decision 

they’re going to make down the road  

and in the long-term, I  truly just want 

what’s best for West Oregon.  If that 

means I step back into my current role 

in six months if they go in a different di-

rection, I’m still going to do everything 

I can to do what’s best for the co-op.”

 “I’m really proud of her, and 

how quickly she’s moved up in the or-

ganization, and she fully deserves it,” 

said Perry.

 In other WOEC news, Direc-

tor Brian Baker, representing District 1 

which serves the Elsie, Jewell, and Ne-

canicum areas, has resigned.  At their 

March 23 meeting the Board appointed 

Debbie Boone to finish Baker’s term, 
which will be up for election in August.  

Boone is a former State Representative 

from Clatsop County. 
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In Memory of...

A Trusted Name in Funeral Service

Fuiten, Rose & Hoyt
Funeral Home & Crematory

Family Owned & Operated

2308 Pacific Ave.,
Forest Grove

503-357-2161

741 Madison Ave.,
Vernonia

503-429-6611

Forest Grove Memorial Chapel

To sign the online guest book or to send a 
condolence to the family go to

www.fuitenrosehoyt.com

Jeff & Kathryn Hoyt

503-357-3126

Formerly Prickett’s Mortuary

Angel 
Memorials 

Headstones

Granite Markers & Monuments

www.angelmemorialsheadstones.com

971-344-3110

Locally owned in Vernonia

Serving NW Oregon

All Cemeteries Accepted

Order drawing at no charge online
622 Bridge Street    Vernonia, OR 97064

phone (503) 429-0880  --  fax (503) 429-0881
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Vernonia 

Dental

Columbarium 
and Urn Garden

A beautiful location for cremains 
of your loved ones nestled 

among fir woodlands

Vernonia
Memorial Cemetery

All-inclusive urn garden space 
and interment for $1,750. 

Columbarium niches start at $2,250.

For more information visit 
www.vernonia-or.gov/cemetery 

or call 503-429-5291
City of Vernonia – 1001 Bridge Street, 

Vernonia, OR 97064

Sylvia M. Tharp

 Sylvia M. Tharp, 65, a former 

resident of the Vernonia community, late 

of Blackwell, Oklahoma, died Tuesday 

evening, March 9, 2021 at her home.

 Graveside Services were held 

on Friday, March 19, 2021 at 11:00 am 

at Willamette National Cemetery, 11800 

SE Mt. Scott Blvd. in Portland. Burial 

Rites and Interment followed at the 

cemetery.

 Sylvia Marie Tharp was born 

December 19, 1955 in Portland, Or-

egon, the daughter of the late Robert W. 

Turner and Betty J. (Lutz) Turner. She 

was raised and received her education in 

the David Douglas School District, hav-

ing been a graduate of David Douglas 

High School Class of 1974.

 She was united in marriage to 

Daniel Thomas Tharp on February 10, 

1996 in a simple service at the home of 

Daniel’s aunt and uncle in Washington. 

They later married again on August 15, 

2010 in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 

where they were members in Blackwell, 

Oklahoma. Following their marriage, 

they returned to Oregon, settling in the 

Vernonia community.

 Sylvia was preceded in death 

by her husband, Daniel, on October 28, 

2019 in Longview, Washington, after 

celebrating over 23 years of marriage 

together.

 She had worked as a medical 

transcriptionist in the healthcare indus-

try, for 20 - 25 years, retiring in 2019.

 Among her special interests, 

Sylvia enjoyed beadwork, writing, read-

ing, sci-fi movies, and spending time 
with her family and friends.

 She was also preceded in death 

by her parents Robert and Betty Turner.

 Survivors include her sister 

Melody Turner, previously of Vernonia, 

Oregon, currently of Blackwell, Okla-

homa.

 The family suggests that re-

membrances may be contributions to 

the American Diabetes Foundation, 380 

SW Macadam Ave, Ste 270, Portland, 

OR 97239, in her memory.

 To sign the online guest book or 

to send a condolence to the family go to 

www.tualatinvalleyfa.com.

 Tualatin Valley Funeral Alter-

natives in Hillsboro is entrusted with the 

arrangements. 
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