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Readers Lend Their

To the Vernonia Community,

We are Vernonians for Racial Justice and
Equality. We are a peaceful, newly formed group of
diverse Vernonians with members representing life-
long and new residents, people of color and white
residents. We gathered to demonstrate after the killings
of Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, and Breonna Taylor
to stand in solidarity with the global cry against police
brutality and racial injustice.

Our initial goals were simple: 1) to signal to
Vernonia that there are some in the community who
stand against racism and 2) to start conversations about
racism in our community.

After three successful demonstrations at
Spencer Park and over 300 comments on social media
we felt our initial goals were met, and yet there is still
work to be done. We want to:

1) Engage with Vernonia City Council and Vernonia
Police Department to help make Vernonia a more wel-
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coming place for people of color to visit, live, work,
and play.
2) Educate our community about historic and systemic
racism through art, events, and presentations and in
partnership with Vernonia School Board.
3) Facilitate difficult conversations about racism within
our community by hosting and organizing structured,
moderated discussions between community members.

Some people feel thatracial issues are irrelevant
to Vernonia, since it is over 94% white and therefore
pointlessly divisive for the community. We disagree.
Racism is experienced by people of color living in and
visiting Vernonia. Examples of this include: racial slurs
uttered in person inside a local business, racial slurs
written in social media posts by a school employee, a
resident person of color being told “you don’t belong
here” inside a local business, and general coldness or
incivility towards people of color.

Vernonia prides itself on being removed from

the hustle and bustle of bigger cities and providing for
a quiet, peaceful way of life. But some Vernonians can
be unfriendly and sometimes hostile towards those
considered to be “outsiders.” This is problematic
because Vernonia businesses rely on tourism revenue
and Vernonia is likely to continue growing as it is a
“bedroom community” relatively close to Portland
with available land and space.

Also, Vernonia historically had a very active
KKK chapter and minority residents were segregated.
While our history might not be as violent as other
places in the U.S., it still requires honest reflection and
reckoning. We must examine past racism to understand
and dismantle its painful legacy today.

We invite community members and leaders
to join us, to seize this moment of racial reckoning,
and make Vernonia a more inclusive place for people
of color and more welcoming to new residents and
visitors.
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Columbia Humane Society

ol

Featured Dog

Albus (of the Dumbledore family) is a happy, bright addition
to the CHS clan. With such a magical background he is sure to bring
many smiles and much laughter to the family that he chooses. With
being just over a year old, he is still learning about everything life has
to offer him. He is a relatively recent addition from a shelter in Texas,
where he lived for a time in a foster home. He is very excited in the
shelter and really likes all the attention he gets. He enjoys playing
with his toys and playing with all his dog friends in playgroup. We
don't think Albus will do well in a home with other dogs as he likes to
guard. We are not sure what his experience is with cats. He will not
make a good candidate to live in an apartment as he is about 45 Ibs
and needs to have a fenced yard. Albus has a hearing issue so he

will do well in a home without kids. We are looking for someone with
experience with dogs with hearing loss, even though he has been
conditioned to hand signals already.

As with all pets available for adoption through CHS, we do
try to find the best fit for each family. We ask that prior to just
showing up at the shelter you please email
animalwelfare@columbiahumane.org and we will send you an
application to fill out. Once the application is approved we will then
schedule a time for you to come and meet the pet that you are
interested in. It is our duty to make the best fit for our adopters and
our animals.

Phone: 503-397-4353 E-mail: info@columbiahumane.org Web: www.columbiahumane.org

2084 Oregon Street, St. Helens, OR 97051



