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on a landscape that’s dominated by
people? Is that even possible in some
places?”” Cougars need big, wild land,
but they’re better than most at liv-
ing alongside humans. We are every-
where, increasingly. Can more of us
accept visceral, actual proximity —
and what that entails?

In theory, I'd say yes. My
cougar encounter had come to feel
lucky, and beautiful. But stepping
into the woods with my dog at night,
I remembered the fix of its inscrutable
gaze. | had learned ways to lessen
chances of trouble: Leash dogs; don’t
feed deer; fence the attractive dry
space under porches; keep pets in-
doors and chickens, goats and sheep
in covered enclosures at night. “It’s
like buckling your seatbelt,” as Sat-
terfield said. | was starting to realize,
though, that my gathering facts about
cougars wasn’t the same as coming
to understand them. The complicated
mix of awe and fear I felt had little to
do with what a cougar is likely to do,
and everything to do with what it’s ca-

pable of doing. Layered with this was
the guilty knowledge that, if some-
thing happened, it could easily be my
fault — and the cat would be the one
to pay.

ON OUR FINAL DAY TO-
GETHER, Satterfield backtracked
possible cougar meals, indicated by
multiple GPS points sent from the
same location over time. We were on
the trail of the cat she had collared in
my neighborhood. Satterfield pulled
the truck up to a rustic home in sage
hills a few miles from my place. The
couple who lived there, devoted wild-
life watchers, told us they had no-
ticed perfect tracks down their snowy
driveway the previous fall.

“Most people aren’t sur-
prised, but they’re usually interested
in finding out what the cat was doing
there,” Satterfield said. That’s part of
what makes carnivore work challeng-
ing and engaging, she added. “People
care, whether they like them or hate
them, or they’re somewhere in the
middle.”

We paced back and forth on
a scrubby hillside near the two-
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week-old signal until we smelled
the sourness of vegetation spilled
from a deer’s stomach. Then,
behind some bushes, a pile of

wind-dulled hair and bone frag-
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ments. Satterfield jotted on a data

Enforcement Deputy
Columbia County, OR EOE
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sheet and we walked in widening
circles, looking for a skull, a pel-
vis, any shard of story. There was
nothing but a flock of juncos and

FOR SALE

$199,000 Two 2-bed apts, one large
1-bed apt, one small 1-bed apt. By the
river & lake, lots of storage, garage

708-8748

4-Plex, Good Investment Property —

with attic, laundry facility on site. (503)

Dont Sell if!
Pawn if!

For fast cash!

50 words, published in two issues.

or call (503) 367-0098.

Classified ads are $5/mo for up to

Email: Scott@VernoniasVoice.com

Vernonia’s Voice is
published twice each
month on the 1t and 3
Thursday. Look for our
next issue on June 4.
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Angel
Memorials
Headstones

Granite Markers & Monuments

971-344-3110

Locally owned in Vernonia
Serving NW Oregon
All Cemeteries Accepted

Order drawing at no charge online

wwuw.angelmemorialsheadstones.com
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some scat — the lion and the land
keeping their own council, the invis-
ible presence of the one rendering vis-
ible the wholeness of the other.

Later, I began to notice tracks
in the snow. I found them along the
road to my house, atop my own at the
riverside. 1 knew the cat’s path had
nothing to do with me: The river is a
travel corridor with good cover and
lots of deer. Still, each time I walked
alone, I glanced behind me. That
awareness was both uncomfortable,
and a gift. It is easier to know a place
as sentient if you feel it watching you
back. Easier, too, to understand you
play a part in its fate.

In November, I caught up
with Satterfield in her final field sea-
son. My neighborhood’s collared cou-
gar still wandered the valley, she told
me, showing me a camera-trap photo
on her phone. In it, the cougar stood
sidelong, the bright night-coins of her
eyes lit by the flash. It was my first
glimpse of her. Perhaps, I thought,
she felt herself watched, and, seeing
no one, hurried into the night with a
chill down her own spine. Then again,
she seemed to look directly at me. I
couldn’t shake the feeling that she had
seen me before.

This article was originally published
in High Country News on March 1,
2020. Sarah Gilman is a Washington-
based freelance writer, illustrator and
editor.
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Seeking Host
Families for
Exchange
Students

ASSE Student Exchange Programs
is now looking for American families to host
high school students from Eurasia, Germany,
and countries with significant Muslim popu-
lation. All these exceptional students have
received scholarships through the U.S. State
Department-sponsored programs: Future
Leaders Exchange (FLEX) Program, Congress
Bundestag Youth Exchange Program (CBYX),
and Kennedy Lugar Youth Exchange and Study
Program (YES). These scholarship recipients
will spend an academic year in the U.S. The
historic U.S. State Department programs seek
to foster democracy and values inherent in a
free market economy. Your support of these
students and programs like this reinforces the
United States’ commitment to education and
opportunity throughout the world.

ASSE is currently seeking host fami-
lies for these well-qualified, bright, motivat-
ed, and well-screened students coming from
various parts of the world including: Latvia,
Ukraine, Poland, Egypt, Jordan, Ghana, and
Germany. By living with local host families
and attending local high schools, these schol-
arship students acquire an understanding of
American values and build on leadership skills.

If you are interested in opening your
home and sharing your family life with a young
person from abroad, please contact us today
for more information, call (800) 733-2773, go
online at www.ASSEhosts.com or email asseu-
sawest(@asse.com.
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Taco Tuesday
from opening until 9 pm
3 hardshell or 1 softshell $4.25

Check our Facebook page for daily specials

e
¥
Pawn, InC. 11:00 am - 9:45 pm Every day
2245 Baseline St., Cornelius
(Across from Fred Meyer) Open
503-530-8119 everyday 756 Bridge Street, Vernonia
State Licensed PB-0388 at 10 a.m.

503-429-5841

5x10 $39 10x10 $69

STORAGE.

Need more room?

See us for the lowest prices GUARANTEED!
Debit/Credit now accepted

10x20 $99

RV Storage $149

—— A Trusted Name in Funeral Service

Fuiten, Rose & Hoyt
Funeral Home & Crematory

2308 Pacific Ave.,
Forest Grove
503-357-2161

741 Madison Ave.,
Vernonia

503-429-6611

Jeff & Kathryn Hoyt

Ovutside storage available
Totally fenced and gated
Padlocks available

58605 Nehalem Hwy South * P.O.Box 292
Vernonia, Oregon 97064
(503) 429-7867

10-6 Tue-Sat

12-4 Sun

Family Owned & Operated
—— Formerly Prickett’s Mortuary
Forest Grove Memorial Chapel

503-357-3126

To sign the online guest book or to send a
condolence to the family go to
www.fuitenrosehoyt.com




