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 Officer Hanson gained some law enforcement 
experience as a member of the St. Helens Police Re-

serves as a volunteer and also worked for the Colum-

bia County Sheriff’s Office at the County Jail.  After 
getting hired with the Vernonia Police Department, she 

graduated from the Police Academy in December of 

2018.

 Her first responsibility is at the school, where 
she is a friendly and helpful resource for students.   “I 

love working in the schools,” says Hanson.  “Law en-

forcement is often about going to negative calls and 

it can be traumatic.  Working in the schools I get help 

with our juveniles, which is really great.  You get to see 

the kids and build relationships between them and the 

Police Department and be someone they can come to if 

things are not good in their life.”  

 At the school Officer Hanson has worked on 
truancy issues and investigated child abuse concerns.  

She also spends time in the classroom introducing 

the equipment she wears and letting the students get 

to know who she is and help break down barriers be-

tween the community and the local police.  “I’ve also 

had conversations with some of our older students who 

are interested in exploring a career in public safety, 

so I’ve tried to help guide them through the process,” 

says Hanson.  “I get to remind our students that what 

they do as a juvenile follows them as an adult, so some 

of our kids are now watching where they step, so to 

speak.” 

 She says she is really starting to settle in and 

get comfortable in Vernonia.  “The community has 

been very welcoming,” says Officer Hanson about her 
first year working here.
 She said she is looking to purchase a home in 

the Vernonia/Columbia County area.  In her spare time 

she continues to play competitive slow pitch softball. 

“I’m very competitive!” she says.  “I take it pretty seri-

ously!”

 Officer Mikael Walter attended elementary and 
middle school in Vernonia before his family moved to 

Hillsboro, where he graduated from Hillsboro High 

School in 2011. After high school Walter enlisted in 

the United States Army and spent four and a half years 

as an infantryman, stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, spent 

some time in Afghanistan, and finished his enlistment 
at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

 Mikael said he first got interested in a career 
in law enforcement after joining the Explorer Program 

and was involved with Search and Rescue with the 

Washington County Sheriff’s Office.

 Mikael and his wife and two children live here 

in Vernonia.  In his free time he enjoys spending time 

with his children and doing anything outdoors, includ-

ing  hunting, fishing, camping. 

community

•  Youth and Adult Sunday School
•  Evening Youth Groups
   4th-6th Grade
   Junior & Senior High

•  Home Study Groups
•  Outdoor Ministry
    Christian Bow Hunters of America
    Annual Sportsman’s Banquet

Vernonia Christian Church

Pastor Sam Hough
410 North St.
Vernonia

office@VernoniaChristianChurch.org
503-429-6522

Everyone is welcome in our vibrant & active community!

Sunday 
Worship Service
11:00 am

usbank.com

Member FDIC

Visit US today for 
all your financial needs!

Josh, Juli, Teresa, Margy
905 Bridge Street
(503) 429-6271

Josh, Lisa, and Laura

905 Bridge Street

(503) 429-6271

We saddle shoe.  Do you?

World Headquarters Vernonia, Oregon

Muffy’s
950 Bridge Street

Vernonia, OR  97064
503.429.5050 or 866.524.5050

www.muffys.com 

503-429-7101
Tim Poppino
19025 Woods Road
Vernonia, OR  97064

Poppino Painting

 Licensed
      Bonded
           Insured
                 CCM#90548

879 Bridge St.  (503) 429-2787

Grey Dawn Gallery

www.greydawngallery.com

Photography - Bronze  

Jewelry - Glasswork

Pottery - Custom Framing

Featuring the finest in northwest art

MIKE PIHL
LOGGING CO., INC

Free Estimates
Specializing in  Private Timber

mplogging@frontier.com
1984 mist drive
po box 321       
vernonia, or  97064

cell 503.789.1268

fax 503.429.0252

503-429-1470

Bigsby Logging
• LOGGING

• LAND CLEARING

• ROAD BUILDING

503-828-2047
bigsbylogging@yahoo.com

Specializing in Privately Owned Timber
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