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Readers Lend Their Voices...

To the Editor,

Generally, your reporting is
fairly accurate, concise, and unbiased
which is the norm for most of your good
editorials. However, I find a host of
misleading, inaccurate, biased, and un-
documented claims which were made by
speaker, Jason Gonzalez, with Oregon
Wild. For some reason, you are appar-
ently willing to perpetuate these highly
inaccurate statements which some read-
ers readily accept. Most reporters would
professionally insert disclaimers to alert
the readers to the “fake “ news.

Let’s take the statement by Mr.
Gonzales that Washington, California,
and Idaho have “stronger environmen-
tal protections” than Oregon. Is that
better? Do more regulations encourage
(sustain) the claims that more is better?
My friends in Washington state that the

world is more friendly on this side of the
river to forestry operations and would
gladly exchange their operations to our
state if they could. Then I hear from
Californians that regulations required to
harvest involve a myriad of expensive
permits which take months to obtain.
Let’s take Mr. Gonzales claim
that there is “evidence of clear cuts right
up to the banks of running streams in
August” (see photo in article). In Or-
egon that would result in a citation since
buffers are required for all forestry op-
erations. In this area of rural Columbia
County, this writer has never observed
such a flagrant disregard for stream pro-
tection in violation of the current Oregon
Forest Practices Act (FPA). Perhaps this
is a photo of an agricultural or urban
operation where buffers are not a re-

quirement for such harvests. This writer
would suggest one should hold these
claims to a higher standard.

Our local stream, Buck Creek,
was once labeled as an intermittent
stream and later became designated as a
non-fish bearing stream. By another re-
vision of the statutes, Buck Creek is now
designated as fish bearing stream since it
flows into a fish bearing stream without
some physical barrier (suspended cul-
vert, dam, waterfall, etc.). The buffer on
this stream has recently been increased
from 50 feet to 100 feet on both sides of
the water leaving us with a tax bill on the
site without the possibility of any eco-
nomic recovery. Additional scientific
data should be required for any and all
revisions for private forestlands in lieu
of limited studies and hunches.

Next let’s review the statements
of Mr. Gonzales that the restored forest

plantings on watersheds contribute to

40 to 50 years. This writer could find no
corresponding data to support this claim
This can only be described as a gigan-
tic stretch since the timberlands would
be considered mature by some standards
over that period of time.

Mr. Gonzales raises additional
common misconceptions that harvesting
operations are affecting drinking water.
He states that “not only are chemicals
containing probable carcinogens drift-
ing in the air for up to 10 miles, but are
also working their way down into drink-
ing water supplies.” Forestland spray-
ing is intensively managed by the FPA,
as well as, approved herbicides, most
of which have a short life span. Wind
speed, direction, and droplet size are all
regulated. Give this writer one iota of
data suggesting forestry chemicals are
found in domestic water supplies. There
is much more conclusive evidence to re-
veal that chemicals, drugs, and solvents
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| Purr-fect Pals

Rosaly is a new addition to our cattery, and we
are still learning about her. So far she has
been pretty sweet and does not really mind the
cat in the cage next to her. We don't really

Columbia Humane Society

Featured Dog

Bella is about 45 Ibs and is just a little over 6 years old. She came to
the shelter as an owner surrender after she got herself into some
trouble with some chickens. This girl is amazing; she loves other
dogs, kids, and she doesn't even mind cats. She is going to do best

have much background on her and don't know
. | her history with kids or dogs. We do know she

is about a year old and will give you all the love
you ever needed.

Her adoption fee is $125 which includes
her spay, microchip, vaccinations, 30 days
free pet insurance, and a 14 day local vet visit.
If you are interested in meeting Rosaly please
don't hesitate to email animalwelfare@columbiahumane.org.

in a home where she won't be left alone, and one with other dogs,
as she likes to hang out with them and becomes distressed when
isolated. She is wonderful on her leash and is very happy going for
walks and getting loves.

If you are interested in meeting Bella please don't hesitate
to call 503-397-4353 or email animalwelfare@columbiahumane.org B -
to make arrangements. All adoptions start by having an approved application on file wh|ch can be
sent to you by email upon your request or can be found on our website. Bella's adoption fee is $250.
She is spayed, current on her vaccines, microchipped, and treated for fleas and worms.

2084 Oregon Street, St. Helens, OR 97051

Phone: 503-397-4353 E-mail: info@columbiahumane.org Web: www.columbiahumane.org




