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Vernonia Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Vernonias Voice sent a ques-
tionnaire to all candidates running for
the positions of Vernonia Mayor and
Vernonia City Council in the upcoming
November 6, election. We hope their re-
sponses, published here unedited, will
provide information to help local voters
when they fill out their ballots.

Vernonia's Voice will host two
upcoming “Meet the Candidates” po-
litical forums, at the Cabin in Vernonia
(Scout Cabin), one with candidates for
Columbia County Sheriff on Wednes-
day, October 10, and one with candidates
for Vernonia Mayor and City Council on
Thursday, October 11, both at 7:00 pm.
We hope you will take time to attend
these events, meet the candidates, and be
an informed voter.

1. Please describe your background,
qualifications, experience, leadership
roles, and community involvement that
make you a good candidate for the Ver-
nonia Mayor/City Council position?
Why are you running for this office?

Vernonia Mayor Candidates

Rick Hobart: Greetings to all Vernonia
residents. My name is Rick Hobart. 1|
have been a resident in the Vernonia
community since 1973. My dedication
to previous employers, my disciplined
lifestyle, and my willingness to serve
others, whether it be as a Lions Club
member or school bus driver, help me to
be a serious candidate for the Mayor of
Vernonia. So folks, the time to cast your
ballot is drawing near. Vote Rick Hobart
for Mayor, and together we will begin a
new year.

Jill Hult: I am running for Mayor of
Vernonia because I believe | am capable
of leading the Council and representing
the interests of Vernonia’s citizens in a
way that considers all options and sides
to issues and looks at the bigger, wider
picture of what does the most good for
the most people. I was raised in Verno-
nia and have only lived away for about 8
years in total. My paternal Great Grand-
father, originally from Sweden, came
to Vernonia in the very late 1890s; my
maternal Grandfather, walked here from
Texas in the Great Depression to find
work and settled in Vernonia at 13 years
of age, working in the Oregon Ameri-
can Mill and graduating from Vernonia
High School as my mother, siblings,
and I have. I value Vernonia’s history
and understand the need to preserve this
legacy while keeping Vernonia mov-

ing forward to stay a viable and desired
place to live. Along with my family his-
tory and understanding of the culture of
Vernonia, I have also been involved in
many things in Vernonia as a volunteer
and worker. I was on the Jamboree Com-
mittee for about 7 years; Vernonia Com-
munity Learning Center Committee for
about 3 years; | worked with the Flood
Recovery operations for nearly 2 years;
designed and conducted City Committee
Training; have chaired the City Budget
Committee for 2 years; and I currently
sit on the Vernonia Council as one of
your Council members. In relation to,
but outside of the City of Vernonia, [ am
involved with Columbia County Eco-
nomic Team and am a member of the
newly formed Steering Committee for
Columbia County Tourism. I hold a BA
in Communications and Training and
Development. 1 was also a participant
in The Ford Family Leadership Program
and Community Collaborations work
here. Thank you and I appreciate your
active voice through your vote.

David Sterner did not respond to this
questionnaire.

Vernonia City Council Candidates

J.R. Allen: Hello Vernonia, my name is
J.R. Allen and I’m running for Vernonia
City Council. In 1979 my parents bought
a small farm 2 miles south of Vernonia.
I attended 6" grade with Mr. Batty at
the helm. I worked at Sentry Market
for Kelly Smith for three years before
graduating in 1986. After graduation I
went to work in the saw mill industry
for about two years. In 1988 I went to
work at Trojan Nuclear Plant and helped
refuel it every spring working my way
up to the lead shielding crew. I married
the love of my life, Juli Hammerberg,
in 1988 and we purchased a 1926 mill
home and raised our family in Vernonia
where we remain to this day. [ now have
30 plus years of construction experience
from concrete to high tech at Intel. I
am currently working on various proj-
ects for Nike. I have always strived to
be the best employee and go above and
beyond. I believe my construction ex-
perience working for and with hundreds
if not thousands of people will serve me
and our town well. It takes a team of
many different people to accomplish
building and turning over a project to
the owner. I feel the experience working
with boots on the ground to the owner’s
representative will give me the founda-
tion to work with Council and City Hall
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to complete projects and finish set goals.
I’m running for office to give back to the
community we all call home. I'm cur-
rently involved in the Green Team help-
ing our local landscaping. I also have
volunteered to build two boys baseball
dugouts from the ground up and really
enjoy working with our youth and other
community members. Thank you for
your consideration and I look forward to
working together for Vernonia.

Michael Seager: Born and raised in the
Pacific Northwest, in a timber commu-
nity much like Vernonia. After gradua-
tion from high school I was accepted in
the U.S. Air Force where I served as part
of a ¢-130 squadron overseas and in the
U.S. While in the military I obtained my
private pilot’s license. In 1978 I left the
military and started working at Boeing
in Seattle and teaching flying.

In 1980 I purchased a success-
ful cable TV business in Vernonia that
provided a good service to our residents
for 47 years. My children attended and
graduated from Vernonia schools.

During those same years [ was

running a business and raising a family,
I also volunteered in our community in
various community programs, such as
the Planning Commission, Airport Com-
mittee, and Vernonia Jamboree. For 30
years | have served in a volunteer (un-
paid) capacity as the Vernonia Airport
manager which on average expends 10
hours per week of my time.
Dale Webb: [ am a life long Vernonian.
I spent 13 years as a logger and 28 years
working for Georgia Pacific at the Wau-
na Mill in several converting operations.
My expertise was operations optimiza-
tion and training. [ have sat on several
boards, North Coast Game Association,
Nehalem Watershed Council, Izaak Wal-
ton League, and was appointed to the
Salmon Trout Advisory Committee by
Governors Roberts and Kitzhaber and
chaired the committee my final year. I
have been a member of the Public Works
Committee since 2010 by my recollec-
tion.

I have been active in city clean
ups for a very long time and have re-
cently donated many hours cleaning
streets and city paths, the school parking
lot and sidewalks, spreading bark dust at
the school, and operating and maintain-
ing the lake pump this year.

I am running for office because
I see the need for a stabilizing presence
on the Council. Despite what you may
hear in the rumor mills, the City is run-
ning fairly smoothly and the job now is
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to keep it that way. I believe with clear
guidance to our City Administrator our
City can continue down this path and
continue to grow responsibly, while
striving to increase our support of ser-
vices to our taxpayers.

Richard Traver did not respond to this
questionnaire.

2. Please describe how you see the role
and responsibilities of the Vernonia
City Council?

Rick Hobart: The City Council meets
on a regular basis in an open forum to
listen to and address the needs and con-
cerns of all. They work alongside the
City Administration and staff to ensure
the safety and well-being of every citi-
zen. They also develop a fiscal budget
that enables all departments to function
to the best of their abilities.

Jill Hult: As a current member of Coun-
cil, I understand the governmental struc-
ture of the City. We have a 5 member
Council that includes the Mayor. All
members are elected by the citizens in a
general election. In Vernonia, the Mayor
is not the one that conducts the day-to-
day operations of the City, rather the en-

continued on page 6
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