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2018 Vernonia High School Hall of Fame Celebration

Seven Vernonia High School
graduates were inducted into the Sports
Hall of Fame at the annual dinner held at
Cedar Ridge on Saturday, April 7. This
year’s inductees are Ben Soejima (Class
of 1942), Ralph Sturdevant (1945), Re-
ese Sturdevant (1972), Ken Roberts
(1975-76), Kari Garner (1980), Mall
Hillhouse (1988), and Mary Ann Miller
(2000). VHS Athletic Director Gordon
Jarman emceed the festive event.

Jim Eckland, Class of 1962,
provided the introduction of Ben Soeji-
ma, who at age 95 is the oldest inductee
so far. Jim’s remarks related the story
of the World War II internment of West
Coast Japanese-Americans that included
Ben and his family. (Note, in this issue
of the Voice, we have reprinted the Sep-
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tember 2013 “Good Old Days” col-
umn that discusses the Japanese in
Vernonia with special focus on the |
Soejima and Kuge families.) Jim
talked about Ben’s high school ca-
reer when he played football, bas-
ketball, and softball all four years in
addition to being the Student Body
Business Manager his senior year.
Following World War II, Ben be-
came a barber and opened his own
shop on West Burnside in Portland
in 1947. For the next 57 years, he
operated his business and finally re-
tired at age 80.

Ben always remembered Verno-
nia with affection, especially the school
athletics. During the final construction
phase of the new school building in
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2012, he felt it was important that the
coaches have their own office close to
their players. The “Ben Soejima Room”
in the boys’ locker room at VHS is a trib-

ute to his financial contribution.
He has since made other donations
to the Vernonia Education Founda-
tion’s Sports Initiative Fund to help
build the new softball and baseball
fields.

Ben was accompanied to the
award ceremony by his three
daughters, Carol, Audrey, and Col-
leen, and their families.

J The youngest inductee this

year, Mary Ann Miller Kramer, is
®¥ Y the daughter of Frank and Karen
Miller. She was a state 2A cham-
pion in both track and cross coun-
try in 1999 and 2000. Her records still
stand at VHS. Randy Aultman, Class of
1962, provided her introduction.

Ben Soejima and famtly
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YOUR CLOSEST AUTOMOBILE
STORE IS IN SCAPPOOSE
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WITH OVER 100 USED CARS AND TRUCKS
FINANCING FOR ANY CREDIT HISTORY*

GREAT FIRST TIME BUYER PROGRAM

Now Open! * 15 rooms ¢ Fully remodeled
900 Madison Avenue, Vernonia
503-382-9380 jeromecordell@gmail.com

APPLY TODAY AND DRIVE TODAY*

971-227-0462
| RAM, FORD, CHEVY, TOYOTA, NISSAN, CHRYSLER, HONDA,

JEEP, KIA, MAZDA, SUBARU and more...

CHRISTMN CHU CH

. BIG TRUCK SELECTION
Shop local and keep it SUV
all in Columbia County ax4
www.dealersmarket.net AWD

Evenlng Yodth Groups

4th-6th Grade ‘\ -
Junior & Segior High & ‘

- Home Study Gr opbs +
- Outdoor Mlnls y 1

Christian Bow Hunters of Amerk:a
Annual Sportsmfns Banquet

Top doIIar for your tradeI

Contact Steve’s cell at
360-524-2292

call or text - Pastor Sam Hough

' 410 North St. 7.

to arrange an appointment % Vernonia

Refer a buyer to me and get
75 when they purchase

*subjec to financing approval




