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schools/community

•  Youth and Adult Sunday School
•  Evening Youth Groups
   4th-6th Grade
   Junior & Senior High

•  Home Study Groups
•  Outdoor Ministry
    Christian Bow Hunters of America
    Annual Sportsman’s Banquet

Vernonia Christian Church

Pastor Sam Hough
410 North St.
Vernonia

office@VernoniaChristianChurch.org
503-429-6522

Everyone is welcome in our vibrant & active community!

Sunday 
Worship Service
11:00 am

Vernonia’s
Natural Choice

VNC
503-429-9333

886 Bridge Street
Open 7 days 10am - 8pm

Recreational & Medical Marijuana Dispensary

Featuring:
 • Edibles

 • Concentrates

 • CBD Oils, Topicals, & Tinctures

 • Flower Grams & Pre-rolled Joints

Serving the Community

RIDE  INN

971-227-0462        503-382-9380          jeromecordell@gmail.com

Now฀Open!฀฀•฀฀15฀rooms฀฀•฀฀Fully฀remodeled
900 Madison Avenue, Vernonia

 Seven Vernonia High School 

graduates were inducted into the Sports 

Hall of Fame at the annual dinner held at 

Cedar Ridge on Saturday, April 7.  This 

year’s inductees are Ben Soejima (Class 

of 1942), Ralph Sturdevant (1945), Re-

ese Sturdevant (1972), Ken Roberts 

(1975-76), Kari Garner (1980), Mall 

Hillhouse (1988), and Mary Ann Miller 

(2000).  VHS Athletic Director Gordon 

Jarman emceed the festive event.  

 Jim Eckland, Class of 1962, 

provided the introduction of Ben Soeji-

ma, who at age 95 is the oldest inductee 

so far.  Jim’s remarks related the story 

of the World War II internment of West 

Coast Japanese-Americans that included 

Ben and his family.  (Note, in this issue 

of the Voice, we have reprinted the Sep-

tember 2013 “Good Old Days” col-

umn that discusses the Japanese in 

Vernonia with special focus on the 

Soejima and Kuge families.)   Jim 

talked about Ben’s high school ca-

reer when he played football, bas-

ketball, and softball all four years in 

addition to being the Student Body 

Business Manager his senior year.  

Following World War II, Ben be-

came a barber and opened his own 

shop on West Burnside in Portland 

in 1947.  For the next 57 years, he 

operated his business and finally re-

tired at age 80.

 Ben always remembered Verno-

nia with affection, especially the school 

athletics.  During the final construction 
phase of the new school building in 

2012, he felt it was important that the 

coaches have their own office close to 
their players.  The “Ben Soejima Room” 

in the boys’ locker room at VHS is a trib-

ute to his financial contribution.  
He has since made other donations 

to the Vernonia Education Founda-

tion’s Sports Initiative Fund to help 

build the new softball and baseball 

fields.
   Ben was accompanied to the 

award ceremony by his three 

daughters, Carol, Audrey, and Col-

leen, and their families.

  The youngest inductee this 

year, Mary Ann Miller Kramer, is 

the daughter of Frank and Karen 

Miller.  She was a state 2A cham-

pion in both track and cross coun-

try in 1999 and 2000.  Her records still 

stand at VHS.  Randy Aultman, Class of 

1962, provided her introduction. 

2018 Vernonia High School Hall of Fame Celebration

Ben Soejima and family

Burgers & Fries

9 Beers on Tap

Growlers To Go

503.429.0214

831 Bridge St.

Check us 

Out on

Facebook

Home of the

Bear Creek Pub


