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Schools Update: General Obligation Bond

By Aaron Miller

Up to $2.7 million in
matching funds from the Oregon
Department of Education’s
“Oregon  School  Capital
Improvement Match (OSCIM)”
Grant will be available for the
Vernonia School District (VSD)
in its upcoming November
2016 General Obligation Bond
Election, if voters approve our
bond request. Vernonia was
notified in early July that it was
officially selected by lottery
as one of 5 out of 29 applying
school districts to receive these

matching funds.

If the VSD passes its
November bond, the state will
provide up to an additional
$2.7 million in matching funds
to complete additional capital
improvement projects.

At its August meeting
the VSD Board officially
approved moving forward with
a $6.8 million bond request in
November that would reduce
the remaining construction debt
from the new school building.
That debt is currently being
paid from our general fund,
thereby reducing our financial

flexibility in the classroom.
This bond will also provide up
to $2.7 million in funding to
finish several capital projects
that were eliminated from the
original building due to funding
shortfalls. This approximate
$2.7 million for capital projects
is the amount that would be
matched by the state’s OSCIM
program, making available
almost $5.4 million for capital
improvement projects on the
new Vernonia Schools campus
as well as at Mist Grade School.

In addition to reducing
our existing debt, some of the

projects expected to be funded
with these capital improvement
dollars include, but are not
limited to:

* Adding a fully functional art
room.

* Adding a fully functional
welding and metals shop.

e Completing repairs and
maintenance at Mist including
a new roof, new gutters, a new
gym floor and fresh paint.

*  Completing  playground
facilities at the Vernonia
Schools campus and at Mist
Grade School.

* Upgrading and completing
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security and  surveillance
systems.
e Providing our Commons/
Community  Center  with
adequate technology, video

and audio equipment for use
during school and community
presentations.

* Building a football field, track
and stadium.

* Adding solar panels to decrease
electricity dependency.

If you have any questions
or comments regarding the
bond, please call Superintendent
Miller at the District Office,
(503) 429-5891.
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with no income, so she asked family for help, she sold
personal items, and she tried all she could think of to
raise that money.

It was just too much to raise too quickly, so she
came to CAT. They had received energy assistance
before, so she knew CAT staff would have ideas to
help her. She was right. They got to work right away
in researching options and negotiating with the utility
company to delay the shut-off while the process was
underway. The funder had to approve the request due
to the exceptional circumstances, but within two weeks
the account was brought into balance.

Historically energy/utility assistance has been
available only during the winter months. However, due
to extremely high summer temperatures in Oregon for
the last two years, our state has now been designated
as one to also be eligible for cooling assistance. That
means households may qualify to receive financial as-
sistance right now to help offset the cost of cooling
their home.

Assistance eligibility is determined by the num-
ber of people and the gross income in a household. For
example, a family of three earning $35,429 or less in a
year would qualify. For a family of four the maximum
income is $42,177. CAT strongly encourages people to
seek assistance sooner rather than later. If a household
applies in the fall, even if they are current with their
bills, they will save valuable time if they get in a bind
later. Along with the completed application, a few other
documents are required to apply: 30 days of proof of
income, identification for all adults in the household,
Social Security cards for all members of the household,
and a current utility bill.

In partnership with another CAT program, those
who qualify for energy assistance may also be able to
get their furnace repaired or replaced. This program
funding is available for a limited time, so even though
it’s not currently heating season, people are encouraged
to inquire by calling or stopping by CAT’s office.

Energy/utility  assistance is available to
homeowners and renters alike, as long as they meet
eligibility criteria. Local renters may receive another
type of support from CAT through the affordable housing
units they make available. The non-profit organization
owns five rental properties, equating to

1998. The 21 units for seniors and adults with disabili-
ties at Victorian Court and Olive Court in Scappoose
were purchased earlier this year with a USDA Rural
Development loan and thoroughly renovated with
grants from Oregon Housing Community Services.

In 1996 CAT built Blue Heron Hollow town homes
in Vernonia with one, two and three-bedroom units. This
complex is a tax income credit property which means
its construction was funded through sources from the
state, CAT, and a limited partnership corporation.
The corporate investor fronted the money for the
project and then received credits from the state for
their corporate taxes over the next fifteen years. In
this case, after the fifteen years had passed CAT
bought the property from the investor at a reduced
rate and now owns the complex. However, the day-
to-day management of the property is handled by
Cascade Management, a Portland-based company
with a lot of experience with affordable housing
properties. Residents and potential residents work
with Cascade’s on-site managers when they have
questions, need repairs, or want to add their name to
the waiting list. However, it is CAT staff who provide
the maintenance, repairs, and turn-over services.
Their work makes it possible for many families to
live in homes that are not only affordable, but are also
safe and attractive.

All of CAT’s rental properties currently have
waiting lists. So do all the other affordable and low-
income properties in the county. It’s a real problem.
In fact, for the first time in recent memory, even the
market rate rental units have waiting lists. There is
so little availability that if a landlord chooses not to
maintain a waiting list, they are inundated with doz-
ens of applications when one unit does become avail-
able. Those involved in the housing industry have
declared Columbia County to be in a housing crisis.

Dianne DuBach oversees all of CAT’s rental
properties. Based on what she knows of the current
market and demand, she believes they could easily fill
another 80 units of various sizes in Columbia County.
And the area badly needs more units specifically for
adults who are older or have disabilities. New multi-
family construction projects are particularly difficult

right now because land, materials, labor, and system
development charges are so expensive. However, she
and the rest of the Community Investment Department
at CAT are actively exploring resources and options for
making more affordable housing units available. The
agency is leading an effort with many local partners to
conduct a county-wide housing analysis to identify cre-
ative solutions, so stay tuned for more developments in
the coming months.
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130 units in Columbia County, most of
them being apartments. When a property
is designated as affordable housing it
simply means that rent is below market
rates. There are income guidelines (50%
of Area Median Income) for residents,
but it doesn’t necessarily mean the
housing is subsidized or that residents
have Section 8 vouchers. For example,
if a two-bedroom apartment rents for
$1,200 on the open market, that same
unit might rent for only $750 at one of
CAT’s properties.

Financing the development of af-

fordable housing can be a complicated _
and difficult process. In some cases CAT dam. 4 p-m.
purchased existing property through a Call for Appomtments

variety of funding sources, including
grants. This is true for the 80 units at
Forest Park in St. Helens purchased in

Vernonia
Veterinary Clinic

Small and Large Animals

<
AN

Mon, Wed & Saturday

(503) 429-1612

Or 24 hr. Emergency Number (503) 397-6470
700 Weed Ave. Vernonia, OR

Open

Vernonia
Dental

622 Bridge Street

Vernonia, OR 97064
phone (603) 429-0880 -- fax (5603) 429-0881




