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Why Columbia County is
Asking You to KEEP IT LOCAL

Local organizers of Keep It
Local Columbia County want to put more
money into independent businesses, thus
decreasing leakage of money outside of
Columbia County and strengthening our
local economy.

The group received grant funds
from The Ford Family Foundation to
partner with the American Independent
Business Alliance (AMIBA), a non-profit
specializing in establishing successful
buy local campaigns in communities.

Results of an on-line survey
and feedback from workshops held last
summer, in partnership with AMIBA,
demonstrate how consumers and business
owners shop local, their needs, and their
perspectives on how to increase local
dollars spent in our community.

153 residents participated in the
on-line survey along with 51 business
owners. The top three businesses residents
said they wanted to see in Columbia
County were:

#1- Healthy/Affordable Restaurant

#2- Shoe/Specialty Retail Stores

#3- Fresh Produce, Specialty Food or
Grocery Store.

Results of the survey also
showed that residents want more options
and extended hours to shop at local
businesses. Results also highlighted a

need for communication about the variety
and selection of products and services
already available locally.

To assist consumers and
businesses, a comprehensive countywide
local business directory is available at
www.keepitlocalcc.com. It is being
populated now and will soon put all
businesses on one page So consumers can
look up hours and available products in
one place.

The business directory will help
to increase business to business referrals,
as well as the number of customers
buying local, by making information
about local products and services more
easily available.

Natasha Parvey, Director of
Keep It Local, stated, “Having a county
wide directory will put all of Columbia
County on one page to increase local
spending and engage the community in
keeping dollars local. This will ensure
that we have more services and choices,
more jobs, a healthier environment, and
a stronger economy.” Learn more about
the top reasons to buy local at www.
amiba.net/resources/localhero. Local
businesses and organizations in Columbia
County can now add their business, and
upcoming events, to the Directory at
www.keepitlocalcc.com.
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Upcoming Events

9th Annual Pancake Breakfast,
Saturday, May 21, 7:00 am-noon
at the Vernonia Fire Station.

Payment by donation only.
Benefits  Vernonia  Volunteer
Firefighters and Vernonia

Ambulance Assoc. Garage Sale
May 21-22 to benefit 4th of July
fireworks.

Pet Fair - Saturday, May 21, 10:00
am-3:00 pm at Creatures Pet
Shop parking lot, 998 Bridge St.
This is a fundraiser for Bailey’s
Pantry.

Upper Nehalem  Watershed
Council  Annual Meeting -
Saturday, May 21, 4:00 pm at
the Vernonia Grange, 375 North
St. Presentation: Working with
Weyerhaeuser by John Souder,
OSU Assistant Professor.

“Beyond the Scoreboard: Sports

in Our Lives and Communities,”
a free conversation with Andrew
Guest - Tuesday, May 24, 6:30-
8:00 pm at the Vernonia Public
Library, 701 Weed Ave. This
program is hosted by the Friends
of the Vernonia Public Library and
sponsored by Oregon Humanities.

Jr. Salmon Auction - Thursday,
May 26, 7:00 pm at the Vernonia
Schools Commons.  Supports
school arts and Hands-On Art
programs.

Volunteer Job Fair - Thursday,
June 9, 5:00-9:00 pm in the
large gymnasium at the Vernonia
Schools. Contact Bill Langmaid
at bill@rangelights.com.

Your Event - Saturday, July 16,
4:00-8:00 pm at Hawkins Park.
Youth and community BBQ,
music, games and more.

FREE COOKING & NUTRITION CLASS
FOR LOW INCOME ADULTS
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This class is for low income adults. Income verification is not required.
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