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Vernonia 
Dental

Vernonia
Veterinary Clinic

Small and Large Animals

Open
Mon, Wed & Saturday

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Call for Appointments

(503) 429-1612
Or 24 hr. Emergency Number (503) 397-6470

700 Weed Ave.   Vernonia, OR

Anonymous Donor 
in Support of 

Vernonia’s Voice

developing		a	process	to	conduct	Strategic	
Planning	 focus	 groups	 beginning	 in	
January.		Groups	he	hopes	to	include	are:	
students,	 parents,	 teachers,	 other	 staff,	
board	 members,	 community	 members,	
and	 parents	 of	 students	 accessing	
education	outside	the	district.	
	 Katie	Watson	has	been	hired	as	
full	time	instructional	assistant.		She	has	
experience	 working	 in	 Life	 Skills	 pro-
grams.		
	 Over	 $25,00	 has	 been	 donated	
through	 a	 special	 event,	 with	 approxi-
mately	$11,000	more	pledged.		
	 Enrollment	 continues	 to	 de-
crease;	it	is	down	to	534.		
	 The	new	softball	field	continues	
to	progress.	 	Miller	said	he	is	consider-
ing	a	 suggestion	 to	name	 the	new	field	
“Alumni	Field”	to	recognize	the	contri-
butions	from	alumni	to	the	fund	to	build	
the	field.		

Board Supports Kintz for OSBA 
Board –	The	Board	voted	unanimously	
to	cast	a	ballot	in	support	of	Greg	Kintz	
as	 its	 representative	 for	 the	 Oregon	
School	Board	Association	(OSBA),	Po-
sition	 #14.	 	 Kintz	 has	 represented	 the	
North	 Coast	 Region	 on	 OSBA	 since	
2007.	

Staff Development Calendar – Su-
perintendent	Aaron	Miller	provided	 the	
Board	with	 a	 draft	 calendar	 of	 upcom-
ing	staff	Professional	Development	top-
ics,	as	well	as	previous	topics	that	have	
been	discussed.	 	 Staff	 has	 one	 full	 day	
a	 month	 devoted	 to	 staff	 development.		
Miller	 told	 the	Board	one	of	 the	 topics	
has	 been	 “Student	 Discussions”	 which	
allows	 time	for	 teachers	 to	evaluate	 in-
dividual	needs	of	specific	students,	dis-
cuss	 data	 from	 assessment	 testing,	 and	

compare	class	work	content	and	student	
progress,	and	identify	potential	positive	
interventions.		Miller	also	noted	that	new	
Instructional	 Coach	 Michelle	 Eagleson	
is	being	utilized	more	by	teachers.		

Public Comment –	 Gavin	 Roberts	
stated	that	he	was	addressing	the	Board	
at	 the	 request	 of	 the	 Columbia	 County	
Sheriff’s	Office.		Roberts	said	there	was	
a	recent	incident	and	did	not	go	into	de-
tail,	 but	 passed	 along	 the	 message	 that	
the	 School	 District	 should	 contact	 the	
Sheriff’s	 Office	 for	 more	 information	
concerning	the	laws	about	firearms	carry,	
the	Second	Amendment	and	specifically	

about	 those	 that	 have	 concealed	 carry	
licenses.		Board	President	Brett	Costley	
stated	that	this	would	be	a	future	item	on	
the	School	Board’s	agenda.

Student Reports – Amanda	 Rose	 Si-
card,	representing	the	Leadership	Class,	
updated	 the	Board	on	 student	 activities	
including,	the	Leadership	Class’s	trip	to	
OASC,	the	end	of	the	fall	sports	season	
and	the	start	of	winter	sports,	
	 Blake	 Clark,	 Pat	 Morgan,	 and	
Grace	 Coleman	 gave	 a	 report	 on	 their		
four	day	work	experience	 trip	at	Silver	
Falls	State	Park.		The	students	reported	
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