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Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District

vernonia rural fire protection district

CAN YOU FILL 
THESE BOOTS?

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED

Call Dean Smith
for more information 

on free training
(503)429-8252

Camping and RV Fire Safety

Calls responded to May 1- 31
Fire      3
Emergency Medical Service  34
Hazardous Condition   3
Service Call    8
Good Intent    2
Severe Weather & Natural Disaster           0
Special Incident              0
No Emergency Found   0
False Alarm    1  
Total     51

Per	Oregon	Department	 of	 Forestry	 and	
Columbia	 County	 Fire	 Defense	 Board,	
the	burn	ban	took	effect	Tuesday,	June	16.	
Only	 approved	 campfires	 are	 permitted.	

Contact	VRFPD	at	503-429-8252	 if	you	
have	any	questions.	If	there	is	no	answer,	
please	 leave	 a	message	 and	we	will	 get	
back	to	you	as	soon	as	possible.	We	may	

be	out	of	 the	office	on	emergency	calls,	
meetings,	 training	 or	 serving	 the	 com-
munity.	Thank	you	for	understanding	and	
your	cooperation.

Burn Ban in Effect

	 The	 May	 19th	 election	 carried	 three	 board	
member	 seats,	 a	 ten	 year	 bond	 levy	 to	 replace	 old,	
outdated	 and	 unreliable	 equipment,	 and	 a	 five	 year	
operating	levy	to	hire	a	training	officer.
	 Two	of	the	board	member	seats	ran	unopposed,	
and	 the	 third	seat	sat	empty.	The	District	 is	currently	
working	through	the	paperwork	to	canvas	the	write	ins.	
I	look	forward	to	welcoming	and	working	with	our	new	
board	member,	 although	 I	 don’t	 currently	 know	who	
he/she	is	yet.
	 With	the	official	paperwork	in	from	Columbia	
County,	the	Apparatus	Committee,	headed	by	LT.	Jesse	
Harbour,	will	be	meeting	with	a	 local	fire	equipment	
manufacturer	 to	 start	 the	 process	 of	 getting	 a	 new	
pumper	tender	ordered.	
	 Unfortunately,	 the	 voters	 did	 not	 hear	 or	
understand	 the	 severity	 of	 our	 need	 for	 a	 full	 time	
training	officer.	This	position	would	have	allowed	for	

us	 to	 broaden	 our	 training	 schedule	 to	 accommodate	
the	varied	schedules	of	the	volunteers	and	expand	our	
cadet	program.		A	training	officer	also	would	have	added	
another	 full	 time	 responder	 to	 our	 rapidly	 dwindling	
volunteer	 base.	 The	 benefits	 of	 this	 position	 to	 the	
district	and	community	would	have	been	boundless.		
	 Looking	through	the	paperwork	and	pondering	
the	aftermath	of	the	election,	I	remain	confident	and	
dedicated	to	VRFPD.	I	believe	that	we	can	still	move	
forward.	The	current	plan	is	to	expand	our	efforts	for	
educating	the	constituents	of	the	fire	district,	trying	
once	again	in	November	to	acquire	a	training	officer.	
	 The	Vernonia	Rural	Fire	Protection	District	
remains	 committed	 to	 protecting	 and	 serving	 this	
community.	We	 hope	 that	 you	 continue	 to	 support	
the	district	and	its	hard	working,	devoted	volunteers.	
Feel	 free	 to	 contact	 me	 at	 any	 time	 with	 your	
questions,	concerns,	and/or	how	you	can	become	a	

volunteer.	

Chief	Dean	Smith
503-429-8252

May 19th Election


