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City Department Updates March 16-27, 2015

Administration / Utility billing

* As of 3/26/2015 the outstanding balances
on active were as follows:

90 day 147.26

60 day 915.34

30 day 4294.84

+ Sent out 193 shutoff notices on March
17th, 79 door hangers went out on March
24th, we had 7 shutoffs on March 27th.
« REMINDER: This is a reminder to Utility
customers that they can now register their
account online. You can login and view your
account information, current balance, and
payment history. You can also pay your bill
online thru a third party merchant. Check
the bottom portion of your bill for registration
information.

Police Department - VPD

* March 11th, 2015 — March 18th, 2015 - The
total number of Calls for Service and Officer
initiated activity was 61.

* Nuisance Violations: The Vernonia Police
Department continues to work on nuisance
violations. Several properties around the
City have been identified as having minor to
major violations. Some of the properties in
question are vacant and it has been difficult
to locate the responsible owners.

* Explosive Devices: On Friday, March 13th
two old hand grenades were found in a shop
at a local residence. These types of devices
are found occasionally and a majority of
the time the explosive material has been
removed. Unfortunately, we are unable to
tell if the devices are safe or not by looking
at them. Therefore, the Oregon State Police
Explosives Unit was contacted for safe
disposal. Upon their arrival, they x-rayed the
devices and determined that the explosive
material had been removed. When devices
like this are found, Law Enforcement should
be notified immediately so that the items can
be safely removed and destroyed.

Finance

« Staff met with City Planner (who recently
resigned her position) to review several sets
of plans for new construction. It was a very
interesting learning experience and now we
will be able to help with simple planning tasks
until we find a replacement planner. We are
currently processing four sets of plans for
new homes.

+ We are close to being ready to advertise
for bids for the WWTP. We should have
something out by the end of the month.

* Our park hosts at Anderson Park have
given their notice. Staff will be posting an ad
for a replacement soon.

* Finance Director has been working with
DEQ to make sure we've submitted all
required documents for the interim financing.

This is basically a double check to ensure
nothing was missed. The financing of the
WWTP required a lot of paperwork to be
submitted.

« Work on the budget draft continues. The
Finance Director is computing the final
figures this week and will be getting final
input from department heads.

Public Works

+ The Lake pump continued to work without
any problems other than the power outage on
Saturday. The lake should be at full capacity.
« Staff spent some extra hours at Airport Park
this week helping the park host finish with
winter cleanup in preparation for the park
opening next month. This included grading of
the roads and campsites, removal of the tree
that fell over the winter, picnic table repair,
and placement of some extra fire rings

* Public Works staff began cleaning storm
drains and catch basins this week. This
project involves using the high pressure
sewer jetter to clean out the pipes and the
street sweeper to suck out the debris that has
accumulated in them. The job is a fairly slow
process as there is usually a lot of debris in
the pipes. Staff worked on 2nd Avenue and
removed about 3 yards of debris just from
that one street. This project will continue for
the next few weeks.

« Staff put out 79 door hanger reminders for
late water bills.

+ Staff completed some much needed
maintenance on City vehicles and equipment.
This included the street sweeper and the
backhoe.

Library

+ City Council approved the library’s new
Computer and Internet Use Policy. This
policy updates language reflecting current
technology and more clearly outlines the
rules for computer use. The previous policy
required minors under 18 to have written

parental permission to use computers at the
library. The policy in place no longer requires
written parental permission and reads as
follows:

Children under 10 years of age
must be directly supervised by a parent/
legal guardian or adult caregiver while
using the computer. Parents/legal guardians
who wish to restrict computer access for a
minor (age 17 or younger) may do so at any
time by requesting a Minor Internet Access
Restriction form.

* The new library Writers’ Group had a first
meeting Thursday evening at 6:00 PM.
Meetings are facilitated by Susan Schmidlin,
a local writer who has several years of
experience leading workshops. The group
will meet the 3rd Thursday of every month
at 6:00 PM. All levels of experience are
welcome. Meetings start with one or two
writing prompts with an opportunity to share
afterwards. Participants are also invited to
bring their writing with them to meetings to
pass around and get feedback from other
members.

* Friends of the Library Spring Booksale
raised approximately $400 for the library.
Thank you to the Friends for all your hard
work!

* Library Director has been busy lining up
programming for Summer Reading this week.
Summer Reading will run June 15 - July 31
and include craft programs, professional
performers, prizes, and incentives. A full
program schedule will be ready by mid-May.
Summer Reading is funded by the Ready to
Read Grant and the Friends of the Vernonia
Library, and made possible by the work of
several volunteers and donations from local
businesses.

* The library is seeking volunteers for the
Summer Reading program. Opportunities
include: designing a one hour children’s craft/
activity program, volunteering at a program,

REPORTS TAKEN

+ March 12, 2015 Report of an abandoned
vehicle on Columbia Avenue

+ March 18, 2015 Report of Theft in the
200 Block of B Street

+ March 21, 2015 Report of Harassment
in the 1000 Block of East Bridge St.

» March 21, 2015 Arrest on a Warrant in
the 900 Block of Fairway Lane

* March 26, 2015 Report of Murder in the
900 Block of Riverside Drive

Vernonia Police Blotter March 12-29, 2015

Vernonia Police Department responds to calls that do not
always end in Arrest, Report, or Citation. 3/15/2015 through
3/30/2015 VPD responded to 91 calls/incidents.

TRAFFIC /| OTHER CITATIONS

» March 14, 2015 Citation for Violation of
the Basic Rule 75 mph in a 55 mph zone
» March 20, 2015 Citation for a Nuisance
Violation

» March 23, 2015 Citation for Failure to
Register Vehicle and Tinted Windows on
Bridge St. near Madison Ave.

and working at a “station” at the Summer
Reading party Thursday, July 30. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact the
Library Director, Shannon Romtvedt (503)
429-1818 or shannonr@vernonia-or.gov.

* Library staff are busy every week adding
new and donated materials to the collection,
withdrawing damaged and outdated
materials, preparing story times, crafts, and
other programs, checking books in and
out, communicating with patrons regarding
their accounts, shelving, helping patrons
on computers, faxing/copying/scanning
documents for patrons, and answering
questions. We are here to help!

City Recorder / Administration

* Began email inquiry and phone discussion
with State Parks representative about Circuit
Park Host database and posting procedures.
* Worked with City Attorney to formulate and
approve acceptance of right of way property
on Alder Street.

+ Worked with City Attorney to finalize the
necessary documents for the zone change
property on Bridge Street.

* Worked with City Administrator and Utility
Clerk to find resolution to discrepancies in
water customer account.

+ Assistant to the CA, met with Damon
Richardson from Pacific Sports Turf, Public
Works staff, and members of Jamboree and
Parks committees, to discuss the use of new
Spencer park soccer field for Jamboree car
show, maintenance and damage mitigation
alternatives. City Council requested an on-
site visit along with a recommendation from
a third party advisor prior to approving or
denying the proposed use.

« Communicated with representatives of the

continued on page 6

Vernonia City Council
Meetings and Closures

City Council Meetings
are scheduled for 7 PM:
Monday, April 6, 2015
Monday, April 20, 2015

City Closures are scheduled for:
Monday, May 25, 2015
Memorial Day

Dates and times subject to change
due to conflicts of schedules

JOIN
THE TEAM!

503-901-1705
16720 Noakes Rd. Vernonia

STORAGE,

Need more room?

See us for the lowest prices

GUARANTEED!

Debit/Credit now accepted

5x10 $39 10x10 $69

RV Storage $149

Outside storage available
Totally fenced and gated
Padlocks Available

10x20 $99

58605 Nehalem Hwy South ¢ P.O.Box 292
Vernonia, Oregon 97064
(503) 429-7867

-U-HLHE |

Authorized

U-Haul Dealer

Boxes and Supplies Available

We can make your reservation
Pick up here or anywhere

10-6 Tue-Sat

12-4 Sun

Thru
Espresso

Route 26 Diner

$100 off

Prime Rib
Dinner

503- 324-0985
47700 NW Sunset Hwy, Banks




