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Veterans

2645 Requires community colleges and
public universities to establish a priority
enrollment system for qualified students
who are active members of Armed Forc-
es of the United States or qualified vet-
erans. This bill has already passed the
House and is on its way to the Senate.
2539 Directs Department of Veterans’
Affairs to submit reports related to de-
livery and usage of medical services by
women veterans. “There’s a great deal
of speculation about why women veter-
ans don’t use the medical benefits they
are entitled to and we need to see if there
is something we can do to correct this,”
said Witt.

3116 Establishes a task force to study
how to provide benefits and make recom-
mendations for legislation for disabled

veterans through preferred worker pro-
grams. “This program would do several
things,” explained Witt. “It would in-
demnify the employer against paying if
a disabled veteran employee was injured
on the job. It would also provide for
work site modifications. It would pro-
vide funding for tools, clothing, books,
or other supplies that the veteran might
need to work there. It reduces the risk
and the front end costs for employers.
It’s a great way to get these folks back
into the work force.”

The next three bills have all passed the
House and are headed to the Senate.
Oversight & Accountability

2532 Requires lender, or agent or af-
filiate of lender, in any advertisement
or communication intended as induce-

ment to apply for or enter into reverse
mortgage to include summary of certain
provisions of reverse mortgage con-
tracts. “This is a kind of a truth in ad-
vertising idea,” said Witt.

2644 Provides that public body and
its officers, employees and agents are
not immune from liability for wrong-
ful death of person who is covered by
workers’ compensation law if death oc-
curred in course and scope of decedent s
employment, death occurred as result of
conduct of another person who is sub-
sequently convicted of murder or found
guilty except for insanity of murder and
decedent was not employed by public
body at time of death.

Energy, Environment & Natural
Resources

2534 Directs State Fish and Wildlife

Commission to adopt rules prohibiting
use of drones for angling or hunting.
Witt said this had the backing and help
of “virtually every hunting and fishing
organization in the state who came out
in support of it.”

2536 Requires applicant for license, tag
or permit to angle, take, hunt or trap to
attest that applicant consents to inspec-
tion of license, tag or permit and taken
wildlife in the field. “It used to be that
Fish and Game could stop you at any
time and check you, but that was ruled
‘unreasonable search and seizure,” said
Witt. “This would overcome that.”
2537 Increases damages for unlawful
taking or killing of wildlife. “This fo-
cuses on poaching and specifically on
commercial poachers who are shipping
these items like bear gallbladders and
cougar paws overseas,” said Witt. Witt
noted that he has a history of enacting
legislation that protect animals, includ-

NOTICE OF MEASURE ELECTION AND
RECEIPT OF BALLOT TITLE-AMENDED

Filed in the Office of County Clerk 3/18/2015

Notice is hereby given that a ballot title for a measure re-
ferred by Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District has been
filed with the Columbia County Clerk on March 18, 2015.
The ballot title caption is Five Year Local Option Levy for
Emergency Services Training and Operations.

NOTICE OF MEASURE ELECTION
AND RECEIPT OF BALLOT TITLE

Filed in the Office of County Clerk 3/18/2015

Notice is hereby given that a ballot title for a measure re-
ferred by Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District has been
filed with the Columbia County Clerk on March 18, 2015.
The ballot title caption is Vernonia Rural Fire Protection
District General Obligation Bond.
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and will be payable from taxes on properly or property ownership that are subject to the Fimits of
sections 11 and 11b, Article X| of the Oregon Constitution.
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Shall the District issue general obligation bonds not to exceed $500,0007 If the bonds are appraved
they will be payable from taxes on propery or property ownership that are not subject to the limits of
sections 11 and 11b, Article XI of the Oregon Constitution,
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If approved, this measure would provide funds for capital costs including:

* The purchase of fire apparatus;

* Upgrade existing fire apparatus and equipment;

* Purchase firefighting and medical equipment to outfit said apparalus and pay bond

issuance costs.
The bonds would malure not later than ten (10} years from the date of issuance. The measure is
estimated to cost taxpayers an average of $0.2621 per thousand of assessed value each year. For the
cwner of a home or property owner, the estimated annual average cost would be $26.21 per $100,000
of taxable assessed value.
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Notice is hereby given that a measure election conducted
by mail will be held on Tuesday, May 19 2015.

An elector may file a petition for review of this ballot title in
the Columbia County Circuit Court no later than 5:00 p.m.
March 31, 2015 (which is the 7th business day after re-
ceipt.) ORS 255.155

This notice is published pursuant to ORS 255.145 by Eliza-
beth E. Huser, Columbia County Clerk.
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Notice is hereby given that a measure election conducted
by mail will be held on Tuesday, May 19 2015.

An elector may file a petition for review of this ballot title
in the Columbia County Circuit Court no later than 5:00
p.m. March 31, 2015 (which is the 7th business day after
receipt.) ORS 255.155

This notice is published pursuant to ORS 255.145 by Eliz-
abeth E. Huser, Columbia County Clerk.

ing a ban on harvesting shark fins that
went international.

3012 Establishes Oregon Hatchery Re-
search Center Fund. “We have one of
the best research centers in the world for
hatchery production of fish and this is
critically important because funding has
been rolled back and its viability is on
the line. This would re-establish fund-
ing,” said Witt.

2833 Adds woody biomass to the types of
green energy technology that contract-
ing agencies must set aside 1.5 percent of
contract price to include in public build-
ings. “This would make woody biomass
eligible as a power or heating option in
public buildings,” said Witt. “It’s been
used effectively in several school build-
ings in rural parts of the state.”

The next two bills attempt to address
concerns and complaints about pesti-
cide applications and contamination,
particularly aerial applications. “This is
an area where Oregon would break out
and be a leader,” said Witt.

3428 Creates special certification re-
quirements for pesticide applicators and
public applicators who spray or other-
wise apply pesticides by aircraft. Re-
quirements include: applicator license,
commercial pilot certificate, 50+ hours
as applicator or trainee.

3429 Requires governing board of Pes-
ticide Analytical and Response Center
to adopt rules establishing standardized
operating procedures for state agencies
represented on governing board to re-
ceive and investigate complaints regard-
ing use of pesticides. PARC board must
maintain applicator licenses. Board
makes semi-annual reports to legisla-
ture.

Public Safety and Law Enforcement
3381 Requires trial judge to inform jury
of sentencing requirements.

2526 Requires person convicted of cer-
tain serious animal abuse crimes to
register with law enforcement agencies.
Again, Witt noted his previous record of
legislating and supporting animal rights
and protections.

HJM 3 Urges Congress to enact legisla-
tion requiring stabilization of crude oil
prior to transport.

Vernonia’s Voice would like to thank
Representative Witt and his staff for
making time to visit with us and discuss
his work in the Salem during this legisla-
tive session.

Vernonia’s Voice is published on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday. Our
next issue will be out April 16th.
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