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	 Ronnie	 Ray	 Maldonado,	 18,	
of	 	 Vernonia	 graduated	 from	 United	
States	 Marine	 Corps	 boot	 camp	 at	
Marine	Corps	Recruit	Depot	San	Diego	
on	January		23,	2015.	

	 Private	 Maldonado	 successfully	
completed	 13	 weeks	 of	 intensive	 basic	
training	at	MCRD	San	Diego	as	one	of	73	
recruits	in	Training	Platoon	2122.	While	
in	 recruit	 training	 Private	 Maldonado	
achieved	Sharp	Shooter.		
	 Following	his	ten	days	home	on	
leave	he	reported	to	Camp	Pendleton	for	
one	month	at	Military	Combat	Training.	
Private	 Maldonado	 will	 graduate	
MCT	 March	 3rd.	 	 	 He	 will	 then	 attend	
Military	Occupation	Specialty	school	 in	
North	Carolina,	New	River	Marine	Base,	
where	he	will	learn	to	work	on	Ospreys	
Helicopters.	
	 After	 graduating	 this	 schooling	
he	is	uncertain	where	his	MOS	duty	will	
be.	

Kenneth G. Pitts Sr.

	 Kenneth	 Pitts,	 71,	 a	 resident	
of	 the	 Vernonia	 community,	 died	
Thursday	morning,	 February	 19,	 2015	
at	his	home.		
	 A	 Celebration	 of	 Life	 will	 be	
held	 on	 March	 14,	 2015	 from	 noon-4	
pm	at	the	Cabin	in	Vernonia,	901	Park	
Drive	 in	 Vernonia,	 with	 Pastor	 Grant	
Williams,	presiding.		
	 Kenneth	 George	 Pitts,	 Sr.	
was	 born	 on	 December	 19,	 1943	 in	
Portland	 Oregon,	 the	 son	 of	 the	 late	
Arnold	Wayne	Pitts	 and	 the	 late	Bella	
(McDonald)	Safranski.	 	He	was	raised	
and	received	his	education	in	Portland,	
Oregon,	 having	 been	 a	 graduate	 of	
Cleveland	High	School	class	of	1962.		
	 He	 was	 united	 in	 marriage	
to	 Sharon	 Kathleen	 McCreadie,	 on	
May	 26,	 1984	 in	 Portland	 Oregon.		
They	 celebrated	 their	 30th	 Wedding	
Anniversary	this	past	May.	 	Following	
their	marriage	they	made	their	home	in	
West	Linn	until	moving	to	Vernonia	in	
1987.
	 He	 was	 preceded	 in	 death	 by	
his	 parents,	 Arnold	 Pitts	 and	 Bella	

(McDonald)	 Safranski;	 his	 sisters,	
Laura	McDonald	and	Margaret	Kemp.		
	 He	 was	 a	 member	 of	 the	
Vernonia	 Lions	 Club.	 	 Among	 his	
special	 interests	 he	 enjoyed	 bowling,	
roller	skating,	hunting,	riding	his	Harley	
and	 especially	 fly	 fishing,	 his	 favorite	
fishing	 spot	 was	 the	 Deschutes	 River	
over	in	eastern	Oregon.		
	 Kenneth	 worked	 as	 a	
paintmaker	 for	 Rodda	 Paint	 for	 over	
twenty	eight	years.		
	 Survivors	 include	 his	 wife	
Sharon	 Kathleen	 Pitts,	 of	 Vernonia,	
Oregon;	 his	 four	 children	 and	 their	
spouses,	 Kimberly	 and	 Ben	 Harding	
of	 Portland,	 Oregon,	 Kenneth	 Jr.	 of	
Portland,	 Oregon,	 Kevin	 and	 Kera	
Pitts	 of	 Astoria,	 Oregon,	 Katie	 and	
JC	of	Fairview,	Oregon;	his	 sister	 and	
brother-in-law,	Edith	and	Dick	Cato,	of	
Portland,	 Oregon	 and	 his	 brother	 and	
sister-in-law,	Robert	and	Ellen	Pitts,	of	
Brightwood,	Oregon.		
	 Also	 surviving	 are	 his	 eleven	
grandchildren,	 Shayla,	 Dillon,	 Eric,	
Hannah,	 Nikolaus,	 Christian,	 Kylee,	
McKenzie,	Austin,	Nathan,	and	Corey,	
three	 great-grandchildren;	 and	 his	
nieces	 and	 nephews,	 Cynthia,	 Greg,	
Elizabeth,	Brian,	Kristina,	Jennifer,	and	
Jason.
	 Tualatin	 Valley	 Funeral	
Alternatives	 entrusted	 with	 the	
arrangements.	

Forrest “Bud”  L.  Hemeon
January	1,	1919-	February	26,	2015

	 Bud	 Hemeon	 died	 peacefully	
at	home	with	his	family	around	him,	on	
February	26th	2015	in	Mist,	Oregon	at	
the	age	of	96.
	 Bud	 is	 survived	 by	 his	 wife,	
Jeri;	his	sons	Steve	and	Larry	Hemeon;	
and	 his	 daughter	 Vicki	 Weller	 and	

husband	 John;	 his	 grandchildren	 Josh	
Hemeon	 and	 wife	 Julie,	 Veronica	
Skerjanec	 and	 husband	 Chance,	 Alex	
Funderburg	 and	 husband	 Shawn,	
Stephanie	 Hemeon,	 Tyler	 Hemeon,	
Leslie	Woodward	and	husband	Nathan,	
Ashley	 Clark	 and	 husband	 Danny,	
Casey	Fields	and	husband	Travis,	Katie	
Hawley	and	fiancé	Jon	Mulleda.	 	Also	
surviving	 are	 his	 great-grandchildren;	
Hayden,	 Jakey,	 Emory,	 Isabella,	 Sam,	
Lilly,	Lola,	Jonathan	and	Harper.
	 Bud	was	born	January	1,	1919	
in	Somerville	Massachusetts,	to	Forrest	
C.	 and	 Rhoda	 Hemeon.	 	 Bud	 had	 to	
quit	school	in	the	11th	grade	due	to	his	
father’s	 illness.	 	 He	 then	 helped	 with	
the	 running	of	Hemeon	Trucking	with	
his	sister,	Rhoda.		At	the	age	of	19,	he	
moved	to	Hollywood,	California	where	
he	began	work	as	a	Western	Union	Boy	
delivering	telegrams.		During	this	time,	
Bud	 enjoyed	 collecting	 hundreds	 of	
autographs	from	the	stars	of	that	era.	
	 Bud	 was	 20	 years	 old	 when	
he	enlisted	 in	 the	U.S.	Navy.	 	He	was	
a	 Boatman’s	 Mate,	 on	 the	 U.S.S.	 Los	
Angeles,	 a	 heavy	 cruiser.	 	 During	
WWII	 he	 traveled	 to	 North	 Africa	 &	
Europe.		He	was	honorably	discharged	
in	September	of	1945.
	 Bud	met	 and	married	his	wife	
of	 65	 years,	 Jeri	 on	 July	 14,	 1949	 in	
Los	Angeles,	California.		They	lived	in	
San	Diego,	California,	Salmon,	 Idaho,	
and	then	settled	at	their	current	ranch	in	
Mist,	 Oregon	 in	 1962	 with	 their	 three	
children.	Bud	 started	driving	 truck	 for	
Allied	 JH,	 and	 then	 later	 for	 Crown	
Zellerbach	 where	 he	 retired.	 	 He	 then	
bought	 a	 dump	 truck	 and	 started	 up		
“Hemeon	Trucking.”	
	 In	his	retirement,	Bud	enjoyed	
farming,	 ranching,	 and	 especially	
tending	 his	 cows.	 	 He	 loved	 spending	
time	 with	 his	 family,	 and	 traveling	
with	Jeri	and	friends.	 	He	was	an	avid	
cribbage	 player,	 who	 also	 enjoyed	 an	
occasional	“Old	Forester.”
		 The	 funeral	 is	 scheduled	 for	
March	 7th	 at	 1:00	 PM	 at	 the	 Mist	
School	Gymnasium,	with	 a	 potluck	 to	
follow.		Pastor	Tim	Teele	will	officiate	
the	ceremony.	The	family	will	be	having	
a	 graveside	 service	 at	 a	 later	 date.	All	
are	 welcome	 to	 come	 and	 celebrate	
Bud’s	 life.	 	 In	 lieu	 of	 flowers,	 please	
send	 donations	 to	 the	 Mist-Birkenfeld	
Helping	Circle.	 	Condolences,	 prayers	
and	 memories	 can	 be	 sent	 to	 the	
Hemeon	family	at	14090	Wallace	Road,	
Mist,	OR	97016.	

announcements/obituaries/classified ads

A Trusted Name in Funeral Service

Fuiten, Rose & Hoyt
Funeral Home & Crematory

Family Owned & Operated

2308 Pacific Ave.,
Forest Grove

503-357-2161

741 Madison Ave.,
Vernonia

503-429-6611

Forest Grove Memorial Chapel

To sign the online guest book or to send a 
condolence to the family go to

www.fuitenrosehoyt.com

Jeff & Kathryn Hoyt

503-357-3126

Formerly Prickett’s Mortuary

Angel 
Memorials 

Headstones

Granite Markers & Monuments

www.angelmemorialsheadstones.com

971-344-3110

Locally owneW in Vernonia

Serving NW Oregon

All Cemeteries AccepteW

OrWer Wrawing at no charge online

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified Ad Rates

$5/month	(two	issues)
Rideshare/Carpool	Ads	FREE

To	place	an	ad	call:		503-367-0098
email:		scott@vernoniasvoice.com

Congratulations... In Memory of...

1 Bdrm, 1 Bath, 2nd	floor	apt,	water/sewer/
garbage	&	garage	 included.	No	pets.	$500/
mo.	 1st,	 last	 and	 $400	 security	 deposit.	
Available	now.		Call	Jeff	503-780-8884
Self Storage -	Fine,	 insulated	storage	units	
in	 Clatskanie.	 20	 sizes,	 on	 site	 managers	 -	
John	&	Kris	Lillich.	Visa/MC/AmEx	accept-
ed.	503-728-2051

Building Lots, Vernonia.	 Four	 buildable	
single-family	lots,	side-by-side,	in	beautiful	
8-lot	 cul-de-sac	 subdivision.	 	 Four	 homes	
already	 built	 and	 sold.	 	 All	 utilities	 in	
place,	 owner	will	 carry	with	 $1,000	 down.	

Location:	Rose	Hedge	Court.	 	Call	Ken	or	
Carol	 for	 more	 information,	 503-648-1951	
or	cell	503-781-7322.

CoopersComputerCorner  Build,	 repair,	
upgrade,	and	recycle.	 	All	 things	computer.		
503-425-9360.
Guitar Lessons	 all	 styles,	 taught	 by	 a	
professional	with	30	years	experience.	$25/
hr.	John	503-235-8996	or	503-789-3835

Assistant Teacher Needed	 at	 Vernonia	
Head	 Start.	 	 Visit	 www.nworheadstart.org	

for	more	information	and	an	application.
9-1-1 COMMUNICATIONS 
SPECIALIST Columbia	 9-1-1	
Communications	 District	 (C911CD)	 is	
conducting	 a	 hiring	 process	 for	 full-time	
Communications	 Specialists.	 	 Log	 on	
to	 www.columbia911.com	 and	 click	 on	
‘Hiring’.	 For	 any	 questions	 call	 503-397-
7255	and	press	8.	
Handyman with light auto mechanic 
and retail background wanted. Looking	
for	 someone	 not	 afraid	 to	 get	 their	 hands	
dirty	 who	 can	 think	 on	 their	 feet.	 Heavy	
lifting	required.	Please	send	name,	address,	
phone	 number	 and	 work	 experience	 to:	

Employment,	 PO	 Box	 55,	 Vernonia,	 OR		
97064

Horse Boarding Needed in	Vernonia.	Par-
tial	 care,	 small	 enclosure,	 no	 drama.	Local	
references	 available.	 Call	 Jana	 503-548-
8710
Looking for man with white pick up.	Sign	
in	 back	 window	 says:	 Painting/Wallpaper-
ing.		I	talked	to	you	in	Subway.		I	lost	your	
number.	I	need	your	service.	Call	me	at	971-
998-8167.
I Buy Guitars,	amps	and	other	musical	in-
struments.		Call	John	503-235-8996	or	503-
789-3835
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