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Free And Fun Things To Do With Your Kids This Summer

By Sonia Spackman

We can have family fun without leaving
Vernonia, our houses or our back yards.
This article is similar to the one printed
last June. It was written to help parents
create fond memories for kids without
spending lots of money! We can show
our kids and grandkids we care by taking
the time to do special activities with
them.

1. Sleepover movie night. Move your
mattresses in the living room for a fun
family sleepover night. The kids will
love mom and dad joining the fun. Make
popcorn, and watch a funny movie. Or
better yet, watch family movies.

2. Backwards day. Reverse everything
to create your own backwards day.
Have breakfast for dinner and dinner
for breakfast; put your clothes on
backwards, watch a movie first thing in
the morning and cartoons in the evening.
Have the kids help with the planning
and enjoy the ideas they come up with.

3. Treasure hunts. This can be as big or
small as you wish. Ask the kids to find
something “purple” and as soon as they
find it, ask for something else. At the end
give a little treat or reward. To make it
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bigger, give them a list of things you
have hidden and let them go. Or, you can
hide written clues inside and outside of
the house to find a bigger prize.

4. Summer Meals Program. This
program provides more than a balanced
and tasty free meal. It is also a place
where kids, every weekday from 11:30-
1:00 can see their friends and spend a
little time together. Though adult meals
are not free, for just $2.50 parents can
join their children and make it a family
affair.

5. Culture and Dinner Night. This is a
great way to get kids to try new foods,
and learn about other cultures, even
from your family roots. For example, get
them involved cooking Greek food, play
Greek music, watch the movie “My Big
Fat Greek Wedding”. Have each member
of the family look up one fact about that
country and have fun with it.

6. House Campout & Flashlight
Fun. Grandparents can do it with the
grandchildren as well. Make a fort with
blankets, or use sheets over chairs, or
a table. You might use large cardboard
boxes from an appliance store. For an
individual box play fort cut pretend
windows and doors on the sides. Give
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each child a little flashlight or use
larger ones for finger shadows inside
the forts or on the walls.

7. Summer Programs at the Library.
Our library, besides being a great free
resource to find books, music and family
friendly videos, has activities that appeal
to various ages. Whether your kids are of
toddler or school age, there are activities
going on at the library all summer
long. The summer reading program is a
rewarding and fun way for kids to keep
up on their reading skills. They also have
events that cater to adults. Stop by the
library and see what is happening this
summer or check the newspaper.

8. Have (your last name here)
Olympics. Hold Olympics just for your
family. Events can range from cakewalks,
walking relay with an egg on a spoon
include a water balloon toss or raw egg
toss. Make sure everyone is included.
You can even make gold, silver and
bronze medals out of cardboard and put
them on ribbons for the winners.

9. Put on a family play. Go to the
library, check out books with one or two
act plays and act them out as a family for

otherrelatives. Or go to the Senior Center
and act out your play at a luncheon there.
Ask someone to videotape.

10. Play board games or cards by
lantern or candlelight. Years ago
during a snowstorm the power was out
for several days. We played Monopoly
games by candlelight. Turn off your
lights and light the candles, you don’t
have to lose your power to have this
kind of fun! Be careful with kids
around the candles.

11. Move the furniture around in the
kid’s rooms. Reorganize the closet, add
furniture from other rooms, paint a wall
or hang family pictures or art work.
Have fun creating a “new room”.

12. Decorate a pair of jeans. Sew
different fabric patches, glue jewels, or
add buttons, holes or paint. As a family
everyone wear them to the 4™ of July

parade.

13. Junk trade off hunt. Have the family
each get something weird, the uglier the
better, from your attic, basement, or
garage. Pair up in teams or groups and
go door to door - try to get someone to
trade you their junk for your junk. Have
the family meet together after the hunt
to share what they got for their stuff. Do
not allow your child to go alone.

14. Cook, serve and clean up
blindfolded. Set up the rules. You
cannot touch or guide with your hands,
only your voice. The family pairs up
older with younger. Start with setting the
table. This might be fun for cold cereal,
toaster waffles, a dessert and a cold
drink and of course, include clearing the
table, washing the dishes, sweeping the
floor getting everything in the dustpan
blindfolded. Take turns on the different
tasks, and remember, no peeking! Be
careful not to use the stove or sharp
instruments. This will not be as easy
as it sounds and it is funny to do and to
watch. Maybe you can make videos.

15. Volunteer as a family. Call the
library and ask to help with tasks they
may need. Possibly the Senior Center
knows of someone who needs help with
errands. Maybe a park needs flowers
planted. Use your imagination and
call around. Businesses may need a
temporary helping hand too.

16. Sandcastles in your back yard.
Children enjoy playing at the beach with
spoons, scoops making sand castles and
starfish. You can put a small amount of
sand in a small plastic swimming pool
and allow them to use bucket of water to
make their imaginary creations.

Have a wonderful time this
summer doing safe and fun family
activities that may become cherished
memories in the future.

Resources: Craig Playstead, Melanie
Cooper,  Erin  Huffstetler,  Sonia
Spackman.

Classified Ad Rates
$5/month

Rideshare/Carpool Ads FREE

CLASSIFIED ADS

To place an ad call: 503-367-0098
email: scott@vernoniasvoice.com

FOR RENT FOR SALE SERVICES HELP WANTED

3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, washer/dryer, dishwasher/
disposal, 1400 sq.ft, close in. $850/mo +dep.
503-241-8020

1 Bedrm, 1 Bath, 2nd floor apt, water/
sewer/garbage & garage included. No pets.
$500/mo. 1st, last and $400 security deposit.
Available now. Call Jeff 503-780-8884

Taking Applications for 2 Bdrm/1 Bath
apt. on 2nd floor above commercial business
in downtown core. $600/mo. 1 bdrm/1 bath
apt. on 2nd floor above commercial business
in downtown core w/ covered large porch,
small private yard & storage unit, $650/ mo.
Call Sharon 503-819-7924 or stop by John
L. Scott office at 859 Bridge St.

Office Space - Downtown Vernonia. Con-
tact 503-706-2882.

Self Storage - Fine, insulated storage units
in Clatskanie. 20 sizes, on site managers -
John & Kiris Lillich. Visa/MC/AmEx accept-
ed. 503-728-2051

FOR SALE

Large Queen Anne style oval dining room
table, wood, 66” x 42” with 2 14” exten-

sions. 6 matching cushioned chairs. $350.
503-357-2388.

Portable Smith Corona Typewriter with
dictionary, auto memory correct & other
great functions. Never used. $125 503-357-
2388

Duncan Phyfe Dinette Set. Table & four
chairs, 36”x45” $200. 503-357-2388

Pfaff Hobbylock 797 Serger like new, with
extras. $350. 503-357-2388

503-425-9360.

ABC For Life Training Center - CPR-
AED, First Aid, Basic Life Support, NRA
Handgun Safety, Concealed Handgun Permit
Class OR, FL, AZ, ME, NH, VA, CT. On-
site or off-site. Individual or group. www.
abcforlife.net, 503-709-1878.

Guitar Lessons all styles, taught by a pro-
fessional with 30 years experience. $25/hr.
John 503-235-8996 or 503-789-3835

Building Lots, Vernonia. Four buildable
single-family lots, side-by-side, in beautiful
8-lot cul-de-sac subdivision. Four homes al-
ready built and sold. All utilities in place,
owner will carry with $1,000 down. Prices
starting at $49,900. Location: Rose Hedge
Court. Call Ken or Carol for more informa-
tion, 503-648-1951 or cell 503-781-7322.

SERVICES

Green Clean Pressure Washing and Mr.
Fix-It 503-536-5083.

CoopersComputerCorner Build, repair,
upgrade, and recycle. All things computer.

Photo Restoration Cracks, Fading, En-
largements, Copies, Story Collages. Terry
St.Pierre 503-980-3289

HELP WANTED

Clatskanie People’s Utility District (PUD)
is currently seeking a full-time Staff Ac-
countant. Minimum of 5 years experience
is required with utility or similar job duties.
A Bachelor’s Degree is preferred in: busi-
ness, accounting, public administration,
government or statistical analysis; or equiv-
alent education and/or work experience.
Compensation for this hourly position will

be based on qualifications and experience.
Applications can be found on our website
under “Employment Opportunities” at http://
www.clatskaniepud.com. Submit completed
application, resume & cover letter to Human
Resources, PO Box 216, Clatskanie, OR
97016, fax (503) 308-4884, or email mkor-
smo(@clatskaniepud.com. Application dead-
line is 06/30/2014. This position will remain
posted until filled. If you have questions or
need additional information, contact Melissa
Korsmo at 503-728-2163.

Part Time Insurance Agent for office work.
Submit resume to Ken Worthington, PO Box
40, Rainier, OR 97048 or call 360-430-3706.

WANTED

Cash Paid - Buying junk cars, running or
not. 503-716-6682

Scap Metal Wanted A to Z Paying cash for
some. Also garbage hauling. 503-536-5083
I Buy Guitars, amps and other musical in-

struments. Call John 503-235-8996 or 503-
789-3835




