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° the different questions, they are always there;};.sto
Kwaheri
The day has finally come, the one you
have all waited for since the time you started
school. From a young kindergarten kid to a
gradualing student, | am proud of all the 2014

annoying.
| come from a country where the
weather is always the same throughout the year.
The number of day or night time hours is always
seniors. Congratulation for making it this far. | t}he s'ame,. unlrke ¥ Qregon. l.also e I
know it is a tough Journey but be glad that you the first time in rny life which is probably one of
are one of the finishers, you made it to this point the coolelst eITper:ence?‘fl havz had r;:yself. e
because of the support from your parents and : ! .Wl o 'say e 28 ARSHEge studen
B ongthcisn e Bf yoieh. e s easy, it is somelimes stressful. You do not get
K }:Cgr i tt{e ot thing e, or enjoy the same freedom you have in your own
among the graduating class of 2014 is a group C;)lljnt::y, li}l:; youir n:omf\:l:an;s to know where
of nineteen exchange students from different RO i—l v?/ 0 nrude ? oeu g i
countries and different continents who got to § T e ing r’own R
be part of this small awesome communily of reminds you that you are you're an ambassador
Vernonia. This is just because of the generosit angc{iou nreit;iioto jgoytour lervcel betst IO ke
of the people of Vernonia who decided to have &9 m%ei ? t(l)lta>lllou \:UT A t
a kid you have never seen in your life and don’t 5 Tlg % ta Y nel P ?Ce’ B range
know their behaviors, but they decided to make e Qe Blvge peaple e CHRUIS
e by hosting Lo i, strange foods, different school, different sports
Vernonia High School decided to give them a and the rnost ieome of all's Mmeshue ou
e T o new family, your new schoolmates, people you
P Words are. ot eroush o Ak never thought or imagined. | say strange foods
my happiness that | made it E) T because of my first lime in McDonald’s, 1 was
exchange year. | have learned more than | A hungry.and | just got off the plae; my st
expected to from my lovely family and the best Fied meiifil WOl.lld h.ke ip have somelng to
friends Taade Fere And e B0, fexchers Bnd eal. |told her I like fish and she ordered the
coaches and | hope for the same to the rest McDonald‘shflsh sandwtch. L expected to it <
of the exchange students. | might not say that real fish wit hones, .tall g the head as ['am
U enihicd ot b Bl be | used to, but this time it came with a bread and
beliivz HoH is)how life iz B some stuffs wrapped within the bread. | thought
e thing every.exchange Sl that was the appetizer and still waited for the real
always thinks of is the comparison between their fish whlc:lhhge\l;er er:]e.the whl b re
home country and where they are hosted. The R .O. AL
il dream of having a lovely family and g comrnumty and our host families. They changed
friends on theijr exchange year. There might be b hvesrla}nd {sl: should ;)ehproud oF that.h
a lot of differences; from the organization of e o\ le C Pl eoac %
4T farnily, the Way 6f intevaciion among and to all those who organized the trips we have
people in the surrounding community and the
friends they make. But they strive really hard
to get used to the new environment with lots of

country,

My heart is going to be in Vernonia
forever because | love you all.

4 t tat t i ind
those who never get angry when we try asking he states soon bu keep in mind that for some of

us, it is not going to be a “goodbye,” it is a “see
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help even though the questions might be silly and

say something in my Ianguage, Swabhili:
had this year. X

all and be blessed.”

culture shocks, different language and most likely : My exchange Ve soon Oxgr A Paul Lemaron
SO filvitest ol el will lea\fe my family a.nd best frrends to return to  EXchange student
people call different stuff. | am thankful 1o 2l my family and best friends. We might be leaving  from Kenya

Vernonia Education Association

you soon.”

At the end, I have come to discover
that eéh exchange student’s life is like a ride on a
“roller coaster. First, you are determined to ride
it and fascinated by the idea, then it goes fast.
You must enter and overcome the first uneasy
feelings. Then there are highs and lows, but then
it goes very quickly in the end. One is a bit sad
that it is over, a little proud that you survived it,
pleased again to have solid ground under your
feet and you really would love to sit and ride it
again but you always have to give a chance 1o
somebody else.

We might not be blood brothers in
anyway but we are always related in somewa
except that we were born in different geographic
locations. You can always visit us someday in
our countries for we are your daughters, sons,
brothers and sisters.

| have some life philosophies; they are as

follows:

* Don’t cry because it is over, smile because it
happened.

* There are no foreign lands, it is the traveler
only who is foreign.

* |t is the Journey that brings us to happiness, not
the destination.

* Home is where the heart is and as for me, |
have two homes.

¢ For the exchange students, they build a life for
16 years and leave it for 10 months; they build
a life for 10 months full of integrity and leave it
forever.

* In a place you don’t know, you will find the
true self.

* If you are brave enough to say “goodbye” life
will reward you with a new “hello.”

And now to conclude, 1 would like to

‘asanteni sana nyote mbarikiwe,” “Thank you
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