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Wallace (Wally) W. Thomas Jr.
	 Wallace	 (Wally)	 W.	 Thomas	
Jr.,	 79,	 a	 resident	of	Vernonia,	Oregon,	
died	 Tuesday	 morning,	 December	 10,	
2013	 at	 a	 care	 facility	 in	 Forest	 Grove	
after	 a	 long	 battle	 with	 pulmonary	
fibrosis.	 Private	 Cremation	 Rites	 were	
held	in	Forest	Grove.	
	 Born	 January	 19,	 1934	 in	
Portland,	 Oregon,	 son	 of	 Wallace	
Wilfred	 Thomas	 Sr.	 and	 Julia	 Ann	
(Shea)	Thomas.	He	was	raised	in	Astoria	

Oregon,	 graduating	 an	 honor	 student	
from	Astoria	High	School	in	1952.	 	He	
was	 very	 active	 on	 the	 Football	 Team	
and	 upon	 his	 graduation	 he	 chose	 to	
use	 his	 football	 scholarship	 to	 attend	
Washington	 State	 University	 from	
among	 the	 many	 other	 scholarships	 he	
was	 offered.	 Wally	 was	 inducted	 into	
the	Astoria	High	School	Football	Hall	of	
Fame	in	1997.		
	 He	was	a	Veteran	of	the	Korean	
War,	 having	 joined	 the	 United	 States	

Army	Paratroopers	in	1953	serving	until	
the	end	of	the	war	when	he	became	a	drill	
sergeant	for	the	remainder	of	his	service	
and	received	his	Honorable	Discharge	in	
1956.		
	 He	 worked	 while	 continuing	
his	 education	 as	 a	 railroad	 worker,	
production	control	for	Boeing,	a	logger,	
and	a	fisherman.		After	moving	to	Oregon	
he	 found	 employment	 at	 Leupold	 and	
Stevens	 and	 finished	 his	 degree	 in	
management.	 	 He	 then	 worked	 as	 an	
instructor	 of	 machine	 technology	 and	
math	 at	 Portland	 Community	 College	
for	over	eighteen	years	during	which	he	
received	his	teaching	degree,	and	retired	
in	 1996.	 	 Following	 his	 retirement,	 he	
worked	 as	 a	 Bus	 Driver	 for	 the	 Forest	
Grove	School	District	for	over	ten	years.	
	 Among	 his	 special	 interests,	
Wally	 enjoyed	 serving	 as	 the	 assistant	
coach	 for	 the	 Vernonia	 High	 School	
Football	Team,	most	of	his	players	call	
him	Sarge	 to	 this	day.	He	coached	Pop	
Warner	 Football	 Teams	 in	 Beaverton	
and	 in	 California.	 He	 also	 enjoyed	
white	 water	 rafting	 and	 was	 a	 guide	
for	 several	 years.	 	 He	 attended	 many	
theater	performances	with	his	wife.		He	
was	a	hunter,	deep	sea	fisherman,	and	a	
sports	fan.	He	also	edited	a	great	many	
textbooks	even	after	his	retirement.	
	 Wally	 was	 united	 in	 marriage	

to	 Jennifer	 L.	 Harrison	 in	 1981	 in	
Vancouver,	Washington.	They	celebrated	
their	32nd	wedding	anniversary	this	year,	
residing	happily	together	just	outside	of	
Vernonia	in	the	house	they	built	together.	
	 He	 is	 preceded	 in	 death	 by	 his	
parents	 and	 two	 of	 his	 sons,	 William	
and	 Christian	 Thomas.	 	 Survivors	
include	 his	 wife,	 Jennifer	 L.	 Thomas,	
of	 Vernonia,	 Oregon;	 his	 children	 and	
their	 spouses,	 Kim	 Thomas-Clink,	 of	
Scappoose,	 Oregon;	 Laura	 Woodson,	
of	 Forest	 Grove,	 Oregon;	 Jessilyn	
and	 Evan	 Maxwell,	 of	 Grapeview,	
Washington;	Sean	and	Sharon	Thomas,	
of	 Aloha	 Oregon;	 Mariya	 and	 Doug	
Niemi,	 of	 	 Washougal,	 Washington;	
and	 David	 and	 Debbie	 Thomas,	 of	
Hillsboro,	 Oregon.	 	Also	 surviving	 are	
his	 seventeen	 grandchildren	 and	 many	
great	grandchildren.	
	 The	 family	 suggests	 that	
remembrances	 may	 be	 contributed	
to	 Doctors	 without	 Borders,	 333	 7th	
Avenue,	 2nd	 Floor,	 New	 York,	 NY		
10001-5004	in	his	memory.

	 To	 sign	 the	 online	 guestbook	
or	 to	 send	 the	 family	 condolences	visit	
www.fuitenrosehoyt.com
	 Fuiten,	 Rose	 &	 Hoyt	 Funeral	
Home	in	Forest	Grove	is	in	charge	of	the	
arrangements.	503-357-2161
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HAPPY	NEW	YEAR	2014	from	the	
Vernonia	Senior	Center	to	our	wonderful	
supportive	community:		We	thank	you	for		
your	patronage	this	past	year,	which	time	
brings	changes	to	us	all.:			We	would	like	
to	say	good	bye	and	thank	you	to	retiring		
Connie	King	and	welcome	on	board	
Sheila	Kruger..	come	in	and	make	her	feel	
welcomed	..	come	in	for	lunch..		60	and	
over	donation	basis.		Under	60	$4.00

MEMBERSHIP	DUES:		$15	for	the	year.		
Thanks	for	your	support.

HOPE	everyone’s	pipes	are	all	unfrozen	by	

now	and	any	damage	repaired.			Thanks	
for	watching	out	for	your	neighbors	and	
especially	our	Vernonia	area	seniors.			Any	
assistance	and	or	questions	please	call	
Karen		503-366-6581.		Community	Action	
Team.

VETERAN’S		Honoring	Our	Heroes		
Columbia	County	Fairgrounds.		9	a.m.	to	
5	p.m.			Go	to	“events-cat.org”	on	the	net.			
Transportation	available	for	veterans	via	
Columbia	County	Rider.		Call	Pam	Daniel	
503-366-6591	for	info.

HOW	TO	SPOT	A	CON	ARTIST:			Warning	

Sign	#4:		Con	Artists	bring	out	your	worst	
fears.		Skilled	con	artists	will	draw	upon	
any	insecurity	and	fear	you	have.		They	
will	try	to	make	you	feel	inadequate	if	you	
do	not	believe	them.		They	will	tell	you	
they	feel	slighted	if	you	lack	confidence	in	
them.		Similarly,	they	may	instill	fear	in	you	
if	you	complain	of	a	failed	investment	and	
warn	you	that	it	will	“rock	the	boat”	for	other	
investors.

SENIOR	SIGN	OFF:		Many	of	us	celebrate	
the	New	Year	by	looking	forward	to	a	NEW	
start	on	OLD	habits.

Bridge Street Bits

Vernonia Senior Center         446 Bridge Street            503-429-3912

In Memory of...

F O R  R E N T F O R  S A L E S E R V I C E S H E L P  W A N T E D
Apartment for Rent 1	bd,	1	bath,	2nd	flr.	
$500/month,	includes	water,	sewer,	garbage,	
garage	space.	Non	smoker,	no	pets.		1st,	last	
&	deposits.	For	information	call	Jeff	at	503-
780-8884.
Blue Heron Hollow,	 600	 California	 Ave,	
Vernonia,	OR		97064.	2	bdrm	$564	&	3	bdrm	
$701.		Washer	&	Dryer	in	each	unit		CALL	
503-429-6052	TTY	711.		Income	Limits	Ap-
ply.	Cascade	Management	Inc.	Equal	Hous-
ing	Opportunity
Self Storage -	Fine,	 insulated	storage	units	
in	 Clatskanie.	 20	 sizes,	 on	 site	 managers	 -	
John	&	Kris	Lillich.	Visa/MC/AmEx	accept-
ed.	503-728-2051

4 Studded Tires Rim	mounted	size	205/65/
R15	 (Les	 Schwabb-$800	 value,	 $600	 tires,	
$200	rims)	Like	new,	low	mileage,	one	sea-
son	(traded	cars)	503-830-7772

Power Feed Chipper 6	in	diameter	branch	
capable,	 3	 point	 tractor	 mount,	 PTO	 pow-
ered.	$3100		503-429-7563
Split Dry Fir $150/cord.	 Mist	 503-438-
8344.
Building Lots, Vernonia.	 Four	 buildable	
single-family	lots,	side-by-side,	in	beautiful	
8-lot	cul-de-sac	subdivision.		Four	homes	al-
ready	built	 and	 sold.	 	All	 utilities	 in	 place,	
owner	will	carry	with	$1,000	down.		Prices	
starting	at	$49,900.	 	Location:	Rose	Hedge	
Court.		Call	Ken	or	Carol	for	more	informa-
tion,	503-648-1951	or	cell	503-781-7322.

CoopersComputerCorner  Build,	 repair,	
upgrade,	and	recycle.	 	All	 things	computer.		
503-425-9360.
ABC For Life Training Center -	 CPR-
AED,	 First	Aid,	 Basic	 Life	 Support,	 NRA	
Handgun	Safety,	Concealed	Handgun	Permit	

Class	OR,	FL,	AZ,	ME,	NH,	VA,	CT.	 	On-
site	or	off-site.		Individual	or	group.		www.
abcforlife.net,	503-709-1878.
Guitar Lessons	all	styles,	 taught	by	a	pro-
fessional	 with	 30	 years	 experience.	 $25/hr.	
John	503-235-8996	or	503-789-3835
Photo Restoration	 Cracks,	 Fading,	 En-
largements,	 Copies,	 Story	 Collages.	 Terry	
St.Pierre	503-980-3289

Handyman w/ Light Auto Mechanic  and 
Retail Background wanted. Looking	 for	
someone	not	 afraid	 to	get	 their	hands	dirty	
who	can	also	think	on	their	feet.	Heavy	lift-
ing	 required.	 	 Please	 send	 name,	 address,	
phone	number	and	work	experience	to:	Em-
ployment,	PO	Box	55,	Vernonia,	OR		97064
9-1-1 Communications Specialist	 -	 Co-
lumbia	 9-1-1	 Communications	 District	
(C911CD)	is	conducting	a	hiring	process	for	

full-time	Communications	Specialists.		Log	
on	to	www.columbia911.com,	click	on	‘Hir-
ing’	 or	 info	will	 be	mailed	 by	 calling	 503-
397-7255	 ext	 2221	 and	 leaving	 your	 name	
and	mailing	address.

Scap Metal Wanted	Paying	cash	for	some.	
503-536-5083
Roommate/Live-In Helper Needed $350/
mo.	 includes	 food,	 utilities,	 stove	 pellets.	
Private	bedroom	&	bath,	kitchen	priviledges.		
I	need	help	with	house	cleaning,	cooking	and	
shopping.	 	Older	person	who	drives	 is	pre-
ferred.	971-409-9291
I Buy Guitars,	amps	and	other	musical	in-
struments.		Call	John	503-235-8996	or	503-
789-3835
Your Ad Here	Reach	 thousands	of	 readers	
twice	each	month	for	only	$5!	Call	503-367-
0098	or	email	scott@vernoniasvoice.com
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