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Mariolino’s
Pizza & Grill

721 Madison Avenue, Vernonia          (503) 429-5018

Serving 
breakfast, lunch & dinner

Ice cream - cones, shakes & sundaes
Daily Specials 

Family owned and operated for over 40 years.

Subway  continued from front page
that	he	and	wife	Sue	never	intended	to	
operate	the	restaurant	long	term.		Their	
hope	was	to	get	the	store	up	and	running	
for	the	community	and	then	turn	it	over	
to	someone	else.	
	 	 The	 new	 owners	 are	William	
Balderson	 and	 Matt	 Starr	 who	
together	 own	 fifty-five	 Subway	 stores	
in	 Portland,	 Longview,	 Utah	 and	

Minnesota.	 	 Balderson	 and	 Starr	 will	
take	 over	 operations	 of	 the	 Vernonia	
store	on	October	23.
	 Whiteman	 was	 clear	 that	 his	
Subway	 store	 had	 been	 successful	 in	
Vernonia.	 	 “This	 past	 summer	 was	
good,	but	it	wasn’t	great	for	anyone	in	
the	 restaurant	 trade,”	 says	 Whiteman.		
“We	 really	 depend	 on	 the	 tourists	 and	
our	regulars	in	the	summer		to	carry	us	
through	the	winter	months.”
	 Whiteman	 said	 he	 did	 foresee	
that	 running	 the	 business	 would	 be	
stressful	 and	 could	 lead	 to	 worries	
about	how	to	get	through	the	lean	winter	
months.	
	 “We	were	talking	with	regional	

management	about	operating	a	subway	
franchise	 in	 a	 small	 community	 and	
they	asked	us	 if	we	were	 interested	 in	
selling,”	 said	 Steve	 Whiteman.	 	 “We	
said	yes	and	we	had	an	offer	within	an	
hour.”
	 According	 to	 Whiteman,	 new	
owners	Balderson	 and	 Starr	 are	 better	
situated	to	deal	with	the	ups	and	downs	

of	 operating	 a	 franchise	 like	 the	
store	 in	Vernonia.	 	Whiteman	 says	
Balderson	 and	 Starr	 	 have	 been	
in	 a	 growth	 pattern	 and	were	 very	
interested	in	acquiring	the	Vernonia	
franchise.		
	 “That’s	 a	 testament	 to	 how	
things	 were	 going	 here,”	 explains	
Whiteman.	 	 “They	 liked	 our	
numbers	 and	 thought	 this	 was	 a	
good	opportunity.		Our	store	has	won	
several	awards	and	was	well	thought	
of	by	the	regional	management.	The	
fact	that	we	had	an	offer	so	quickly	
was	 a	 good	 sign.	 	 They	 expect	 to	
be	 here	 for	 the	 remaining	 nineteen	
years	left	on	the	building	lease.”

	 Whiteman	 says	Balderson	 and	
Starr	have	asked	Vernonia	store	manager	
Sarah	Burns	and	the	rest	of	the	current	
staff	 to	 remain	as	 employees.	 	 “That’s	
good	for	everyone,”	says	Whiteman.				
	 Whiteman	says	he	has	 learned	
a	 lot	 during	 his	 short	 time	 as	 owner/
operator	 of	 a	 restaurant	 in	 Vernonia.		
“I	 now	 admire	 small	 business	 owners		
and	 how	 much	 energy	 goes	 into	
making	 it	 work	 each	 and	 every	 day,”	
says	Whiteman.		“We	could	have	done	
it,	 but	 it	would	have	 involved	a	 lot	 of	
worry	each	year.		Now	we		have	freed	
ourselves	up	to	do	other	things.		I	think	
this	 worked	 out	 good	 for	 everyone	
involved.”


