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Community... A Continued Series

Celebrating the Clrcle of Llfe with Salmon F‘estlval

By Jill Hult

Fall, where leaves are brilliant in color and
rivers change to swift cold, people and animals begin
to prepare for shelter from the impending winter’s cold.
For Salmon this is a time to return home and begin
the precious task of spawning. We are fortunate here
to be able to see this miraculous journey up close and
personal. And in the spirit of life’s cycle we choose
appropriately to celebrate. It is all thanks to a small
group of people that bring us together to do so. Salmon,
pumpkins, scarecrows, food, art, and of course the
fishing pond — what could be a better way to welcome
fall? Okay, maybe a clear, crisp day instead of rain to
celebrate the day, but whether the weather cooperates
with our wishes or not, life carries on and we partake.

In this year long series of community events
that focused on our community assets, volunteerism,
and our ability to attract visitors, the Salmon Festival
is my final focus. I would like to briefly recap that this
series covered: The Vernonia Friendship Jamboree
and Logging Show, The Spirit of Christmas & the
Christmas Community Bazaar, The Fourth of July
Great American Bash, Vernonia Community-Wide
Sale, and St. Mary’s Quilt Fair. All of these events are
organized by volunteers and have a lot to offer to us
and our visitors. [ encourage you to support them in
whatever way you can from year to year. Community
is the reason they exist.

Currently, Mayor, Josette Mitchell and her
husband Casey head up the Salmon Festival along with
the help of Gadget Abney, Tobie Finzel, Joann Glass,
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Scott and Kate Laird, Bob Argue, Hands
On Art members, and others. Josette
mentioned that throughout the festival’s
history it has had many organizers and
festival crew; Randy Parrow, Shirlee
Daughtry, Kate Conley, Donna Webb,
Maggie Peyton, and others to name a few.
This year marks the 12" year of the event
though it has been known as the Salmon
Festival for 11 years.

In an interview, I asked Josette
about organizing the event. She said,
“Organizing the supplies happens in late
October after festival is over and lists are
made of what needs to be purchased for
the next year. Most of the participants who
donate time or materials are long term
supporters, so in late August/September
we start checking in with contacts. Vendor
materials go out with the Jamboree packets
in March.” The cost to operate the Salmon
Festival s
between
1600-1800
dollars.
They pay for use of the
Scout Cabin, electricity,
trout for the trout pond,
scarecrow supplies,
pumpkins and pumpkin
supplies, fishing supplies,
insurance, garbage duty,
and hay bales if they get
wet. [ asked how they
fund such costs. Josette
said they have sponsors
as well as vendor fees,
and ticket sales from
activities that fund the

festival.
The day’s staple
activities  include a

kid’s trout fishing pond,

scarecrow building,
pumpkin carving,
vendors, food, and an

auction, and of course
Salmon watching!
Josette would like to
have the budget to do
live music at the festival
again as it is always a big
draw.

I also inquired how
many volunteers they
currently use. Josette
answered that they have
around 10-15 volunteers
and that they pay High
School kids to do garbage
duty. She added that there
are always people doing
multiple jobs so it would
be nice if there were
more people to spread
the duties among. I
- asked how others can get
involved. Josette said, “We are hoping to start meetings
in January, it is hard as people’s time is valuable.” Also
the Salmon Festival has a Facebook Event Page you
can check out.

I asked Josette what has been the biggest
challenge the event faces. She said, “Unpredictable
weather and attendance. If the weather is bad the
number of people drops off, making for less sales,
unhappy vendors/artisans and lack of ticket sales which
we rely on for next year’s seed money.”

We all know it is impossible to order up a sunny
day on the first Saturday of October but certainly we
can bundle up and carve a pumpkin or buy a gift from
a vendor. As Josette so amply said; “The Salmon come
back, so should you!” This year’s Salmon Festival will
be held on Saturday, October 5, 2013 at Hawkins Park,
Vernonia, OR from 10:00 AM — 6:00 PM.
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FOR RENT FOR SALE SERVICES HELP WANTED

Blue Heron Hollow, 600 California Ave,
Vernonia, OR 97064. 2 bdrm $564 & 3 bdrm
$701. Washer & Dryer in each unit CALL
503-429-6052 TTY 711. Income Limits Ap-
ply. Cascade Management Inc. Equal Hous-
ing Opportunity

Long Term RV Space for rent.
0921

For Rent--3 studios available, 409 Rose
Ave, $400 rent $400 deposit. Call Tim 503-
396-3371.

Self Storage - Fine, insulated storage units
in Clatskanie. 20 sizes, on site managers -
John & Kris Lillich. Visa/MC/AmEXx accept-
ed. 503-728-2051

FOR SALE

1998 29-ft Alpenlite Sth Wheel. Rear
kitchen, Solar panel, Spare tire/carrier, A/C,
Luggage rack & Ladder, Power Ceiling fans,
Power front leveling jacks, 100-gal. Fresh
water tank, Two 50-gal Gray water tanks,
50-gal Black water tank, MOR/RYDE Inde-

503-793-

pendent suspension system. $9,000.00. Bob
Wagner 503-429-9700.

Building Lots, Vernonia. Four buildable
single-family lots, side-by-side, in beautiful
8-lot cul-de-sac subdivision. Four homes al-
ready built and sold. All utilities in place,
owner will carry with $1,000 down. Prices
starting at $49,900. Location: Rose Hedge
Court. Call Ken or Carol for more informa-
tion, 503-648-1951 or cell 503-781-7322.

SERVICES

CLEAN ORGANIZE CARE by Terry’s
Home Care: Leave the cleaning to ME.
Homes, Apartments, Offices and Senior
care. 20 years experience w/many local ref-
erences. Vernonia, Birkenfield, Clatskanie
and surrounding areas. 503-980-3289

CoopersComputerCorner Build, repair,
upgrade, and recycle. All things computer.
503-425-9360.

ABC For Life Training Center - CPR-
AED, First Aid, Basic Life Support, NRA
Handgun Safety, Concealed Handgun Permit

Class OR, FL, AZ, ME, NH, VA, CT. On-
site or off-site. Individual or group. www.
abcforlife.net, 503-709-1878.

Guitar Lessons all styles, taught by a pro-
fessional with 30 years experience. $25/hr.
John 503-235-8996 or 503-789-3835

Photo Restoration Cracks, Fading, En-
largements, Copies, Story Collages. Terry
St.Pierre 503-980-3289

Automotive Air Conditioning Service
503-429-0564

' 2 WAN )
Licensed Insurance Agent Secking ener-
getic, self motivated, licensed agent. Have
excellent communication/customer service,
attention to detail, ability to multitask in a
fast paced environment, proficient with com-
puters. Bilingual a plus. Send resume to:
PO Box 40, Rainier, OR 97047. For more
information call 360-431-0947.

Vendor sales help wanted for Further Tour.
Sales of food and tie dies. Portland Hemp-
stock, Red Rocks, Denver, Eugene, Seattle,

San Francisco, LA. My van, my gas, my
hotel bills. Must be over 21 with sales ex-
periences. Other events later. Also looking
for new tie die person. Sam 971-201-8000.

Handyman w/ Light Auto Mechanic and
Retail Background wanted. Looking for
someone not afraid to get their hands dirty
who can also think on their feet. Heavy lift-
ing required. Please send name, address,
phone number and work experience to: Em-
ployment, PO Box 55, Vernonia, OR 97064

9-1-1 Communications Specialist - Co-
lumbia 9-1-1 Communications District
(C911CD) is conducting a hiring process for
full-time Communications Specialists. Log
on to www.columbia911.com, click on ‘Hir-
ing’ or info will be mailed by calling 503-
397-7255 ext 2221 and leaving your name
and mailing address.

WANTED

I Buy Guitars, amps and other musical in-
struments. Call John 503-235-8996 or 503-
789-3835




