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be very liable for damages,” explains Jim
Tierney, “The frustrating thing was that
lenders and some other professionals are
exempt from making such “Substantially
Damaged” disclosures [about previously
flooded properties], ostensibly because
they have no sure way of knowing,”
explains Tierney.

Tierney is very familiar with
flood recovery efforts in Vernonia and
Columbia County, having worked on
the issue extensively following both the
1996 and 2007 floods. CAT has directly
overseen the recovery efforts since the
2007 flood.

Tierney went on to explain that
FEMA requires local governments to use
their development ordinances as a tool
to protect against flooding and repeated
claims from federally declared natural
disasters.

The key piece of this requirement
is that, in order for a community
to qualify for and receive National
Flood Insurance, local government is
obligated to include wording in their
development ordinances that require
a home owner in the flood plain, who
has been “Substantially Damaged,” to
either elevate their home or tear it down.
Not having this language in the local
ordinance could keep all property owners
in a municipality from participating in
the National Flood Insurance Program.

According to Tierney over 240 homes
in Vernonia have been declared
“Substantially Damaged.”

Tierney says that Vernonia City,
and Columbia County officials became
aware of this requirement following the
1996 flood, and used that information
after the 2007 flood to notify property

was not on the list.

Tierney says he approached
Senator Johnson’s office about the
problem. Senator Johnson was already
aware that there was an issue, thanks to
repeated contacts from citizens. Together
CAT staff and Senator Johnson’s office
began to work on a solution to the

April, and by the House in May; there
were zero no votes in both the Senate
and the House against the bill. It was
signed into law by the Governor on June
4th.
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Tierney and Vernonia City
Planning Commissioner Dan Brown,
who was also working on the flood
recovery effort, tried to record those
notices onto the title of the affected
properties, but the responsibilities of
county clerk’s office are very prescribed
and, notice of “Substantial Damage”

CAT Receives Grant
for Family Program

Community Action Team’s
(CAT) Child & Family Development
Program has received a two-year grant
from the Children’s Trust Fund of Or-
egon for Northwest Parenting Educa-
tion programs to expand prevention
programs to parents of older school
children and in communities under
served by parenting education. The
grant allows continued programming at
Columbia Community Mental Health’s
Pathways program and will enable CAT
to serve the community of Vernonia
through a partnership with Vernonia
Prevention Coalition and Columbia
Community Mental Health prevention
staff.

Strengthening Families Pro-
gram for families with children 10-14
years will begin Wednesday, October
2nd from 6:30-8:30 at the Vernonia
Community Church on 957 State Av-
enue.

For nearly thirty years the

Children’s Trust Fund of Oregon has
worked on behalf of parents struggling
to give their children the best start in
life. As Oregon’s only statewide orga-
nization focused exclusively on child
abuse prevention, the Children’s Trust
Fund invests in best practice child
abuse prevention programs, while also
investing in public awareness cam-
paigns, research and sound public poli-
cy to create lasting change for Oregon’s
children. Since the inception of the
Children’s Trust Fund grant program,
$10 million has been invested in pre-
vention programs across the state. With
the support of thousands of Oregonians,
the Children’s Trust Fund made it pos-
sible for 10,000 children and families in
2012 to receive the parenting classes,
therapeutic daycare services and home
visits needed to prevent child abuse and
neglect. Learn more by visiting: www.
ctfo.org
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Damaged” by flooding to record, in
the office of the county clerk, official
designation of “Substantial Damage.”

Senator Johnson introduced
the bill in February of this year; it
was approved by the State Senate in

dince 1981
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Henk Schenk, Broker
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www.schenkrealty.com

OREGON REALTY CO.
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Vernonia, OR
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Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but not
guaranteed. Henk Schenk is a licensed realtor in the State of Oregon.
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877 Alabama Avenue........ $99,500
;| Highly sought Golden West MFH.
4bd/2ba, 1782 sf. All the bells and
whistles here in this lovely home
incl skylights, vaulted ceilings,

8 gas f/p, gas heat, RV parking,
PLUS a 20x22 garage/shop on

.20 fenced parcel.

15246 Creekview Lane........$268,500

4.5 mi. off Keasey Road

Absolutely BEAUTIFUL triple-wide
3bd/2ba, 2560sf, 1600sf shop, yard §
stellar .68 manicured property nestling
along Rock Creek. Upgrade kitchen,
granite, huge master bdrm, den § vaulted
S ceilings. Slate walkways, fenced yard,

Bl air cleaning system, Irg deck, 2 outbldgs.
'\ Beautiful § gorgeous Country setting!

7] 16931 Keasey Rd........$379,900

o 2.6 mi from Vernonia

Custom built home on 30 acres! Beautiful
setting w/views, trails, fishing §
swimming! Great Room, entertainer's
kitchen, formal dining, Woodstove insert,
huge master suite incl/jetted tub, walk-in
closet + an extension for nursery, office,
sitting room or crafts? 3-car att. garage,
40' pad/RV hookup, 4 outbldgs, Irg patio.
Reprod trees, Asphalt driveway, pasture.
2bd/3ba, 2016sf!




