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Lions Club Assists Local Famlly

The Vernonia Lions
Club has stepped up once
again to assist a family in need
in our community.

Gail Law is rais-
ing two children and recently
moved into a new house in
Vernonia. One of Law’s chil-
dren, Johnnie, is a special
needs child, who has recently
grown more active and curi-
ous. The house where the Law
family is currently living did
not have a fence and Law was
worried about Johnnie leaving
the yard. Law says she spoke

bly of God Church to see if she
could get some help. Pastor
Marr went to the Vernonia Li-
ons Club.

On May 17" seven
volunteers arrived at Law’s
house with materials and tools
and began building a fence that
will allow Johnnie the freedom
to be outside in the fresh air
and sunshine and allow Gail
some peace of mind, knowing
Johnnie will not wander off.
The Lions paid for the materi-
als and provided the volunteer
labor.

with Pastor Marr at the Assem-

Report From The Rural Organlzlng PrOJect Caucus

By Jack Phillips

Rural Organizing Project is an
organization that helps Community Or-
ganizations. It provides in-person, on-
sight assistance and open access to re-
search, data libraries, communication
techniques, established networks and
scheduled regional meetings and cau-
cuses.

Once a year, R.O.P. meets at
their headquarters in Woodburn, OR in
an organization-wide caucus, strategy
meeting and social get together. Janelle
Cedergreen and I, representing Power of
One attended the meeting this year. The
meeting, held on June 8%, was eclectic,
enthusiastic, fun and very instructive. It
was deliberately casual and very focused
on networking. Attendees covered a
wide spectrum from every race, sexual

orientation, social class and level of edu-
cation. R.O.P.’s strong Latino involve-
ment and physical location in Woodburn
was of benefit and instructive.

The framework of the Caucus
was well organized. There was an initial
coffee with breakfast rolls; followed by
a general assembly with introductions,
statements of purpose and reports. After
a break there were key-subject work ses-
sions and round-robin discussion groups.
Each attendee selected which work ses-
sion they wanted to attend for the day.
Lunch was next, followed by the after-
noon session. The conclusion consisted
of round-robin strategy workshops for
each key-subject group. A BBQ and so-
cializing events concluded the day.

The work sessions were titled:
* Race in the next 20 years
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* Debt and Economic Refugees

* Aspirational Vision of the Small Town
Commons in 2033

e Extraction Economies, Multinational
Corps, Climate Change & Human Dig-
nity

I attended the Extraction Econo-
my Session. Janelle attended the Small
Town Commons Session.

The Extraction Economies Ses-
sion proffered the idea that “Economic
growth over everything else does not,
and is not, working”. It looked at what
has occurred, e.g. Coal Trains into Port
Westward; the mortgage crises and big
banks; genetic (GMO) modification and
control of seeds, worldwide, especially
in the United States. The session dis-
cussed reactions by Community Orga-
nizations, like our own Power of One,
and how such groups help community

consciousness, commitment and actions
in providing solutions. To elaborate, we
looked at how energy companies, espe-
cially those dealing in fossil fuels, work
to divide, overwhelm and conquer large
segments of population with money ma-
nipulation, propaganda, corruption and
legal bullying. Solution strategy was
laid out: i.e.

* Refusal to be divided and “just go
along” / Organize and fight for your
rights

* Emphasizing of human-dignity, trans-
parency and democracy

* Empower the Community: e.g. “Kitch-
en Table” Talks and forums = exposure
» Creating change thru communication
and social action/boots on the ground

Summer
Reading
Program
at the
Vernonia

Public
Library

June 22nd - Movie Matinee 2:00 p.m.
June 27th - Ledo Club 3:45 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
July 2nd - Dinosaur program 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Working with the Summer Meals Program we will be
providing free snacks to youth 1-18 from
3:30-3:45 pm Monday-Friday.

Both Summer Meals Program and Library rules will have to be followed
by all participating. Vernonia Summer Meals Program is an equal
opportunity provider.

All programs are free of charge.
For more information 503-429-1818
For Library Calendar go to:
http://www.vernonia-or.gov/living/recreation/library.asp




