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pling testing.  This information is one factor 
used to determine the costs of hauling and 
land applying the biosolids “cake”. The mod-
eling of the depth of materials is complete; 
we estimate that there may be a 10% reduc-
tion from our original estimate.  At this date 
– Otak feels that only Lagoon One/Two may 
need dredging – this will require Shannon 
and Wilson concurrence – a revised cost es-
timate may be forthcoming. 

HEADWORKS PARSHALL FLUME 
& RELATED IMPROVEMENTS
The public bid process closed on Thursday 
April 25, 2013, The one bid the City received 
met threshold requirements based on the 
review of the representative from the City, 
Engineer – Jon Forrester, HLB Otak.   The 
selected contractor’s bid was about 25% 
below the engineers estimate, a savings of 
$75,000.  If all proceeds per plan, the con-
tractor will receive a notice to proceed by 
mid-May 2013, and then has 40 days to 
complete the project.  Closeout is likely by 
the end of June 2013.  This project is funded 
by DEQ CWSRF loan funds. 

OTHER PUBLIC WORKS ACTIV-
ITY

CULVERT ON ADAMS AVENUE
The City Engineer and Public Works Fore-
man are reviewing options available to man-
age an apparent weakness identified in the 
Adams Avenue culvert just north of Ander-
son Park.  The roadway appears to be col-
lapsing.  This project is now an emergency 
project both for community health and safety, 

but also for the economic viability of the An-
derson Park.  The City is looking for funding 
options.

MASTER CAPITAL PLAN 
Consultant has completed this document.  
The approval will be through a City Council 
meeting in June.  

SDC FEE SCHEDULE
A proposal will be presented in June.

SEWER RATE STUDIES
FCS Group made a presentation to the Pub-
lic Works Committee with members of the 
City Council in attendance on 4-23-13. The 
public works committee carried their discus-
sion over to a special meeting conducted 
on 4-25-13 where there deliberated on the 
materials presented by FCS Group.   The 
PWC unanimously approved Alternative #2 
and recommended it to City Council.  A Pub-
lic Hearing has been scheduled for May 20, 
2013

BROWNFIELD ASSESSMENT
GRANT
PBS Engineering and Environmental consul-
tants Heidi Yantz and Jerry Orlando met with 
PWC on Saturday April 13, 2013 establishing 
an eligibility criteria matrix.  The PWC also 
created a rough cut on the priority project 
inventory.  

PARKS DEPARTMENT

OPRD SPENCER PARK
DEVELOPMENT

The Vernonia School District will conduct a 
town hall meeting on May 15, 2013 to pro-
vide the community with planning and design 
information.

OPRD MASTER PARK PLAN
MacKay and Sposito have initiated activity 
and intend to have a plan completed before 
the end of the calendar year.

SPENCER PARK DEVELOPMENT
OPTIONS
The City is working with the District to ex-
pand the contract with Lango Hansen to in-
clude design and construction management 
for the restroom to be included in the Phase 
One project.  The City is looking at options 
to purchase and install a four stall restroom 
that meets FEMA guidelines for improve-
ments within a 100 year flood plain.  The City 
met with OPRD to assess whether we can 
access state purchasing pool to acquire the 
prefabricated unit at a discount.  The historic 
memorial design is in concept form.

GENERAL CITY ADMINTRATION

CEMETARY CARETAKERS
HOUSE
The City contacted a local real estate broker 
who provided a comparable-based value of 
the house and all of the land at $47,000.  
His recommendation is to sell “as-is”.   The 
Council may review this valuation at a future 
work session.

CEMETARY MAINTENANCE
SCHEDULE
Cemetery Committee has developed  a set 
of priorities.

CITY HALL REMODEL
Work to the reception window area com-
menced over the April 13-14, 2013 weekend.  
The work to date cleared building inspection.

SPECIAL SEASONAL WORKER
PROGRAM EXPLORED
The City continues to discuss the opportunity 
of working with MTC Work Source Columbia 
County on a training program for one or more 
part time to full time staffer to work season-
ally in our grounds and building maintenance 
area. 

POTENTIAL BUILDING
CONDEMNATION 
The City was able to contact the asset 
manager that represents the owner of the 
Park Drive vacant house – this house has 
been boarded up and a dangerous deck was 
removed.  We have been unable to date to 
secure a response for two other problem 
properties.   

CDBG GRANT No. 06021
MONITORING VISIT
IFA Project Coordinator Melanie Olson con-
ducted an onsite project monitoring April 11, 
2013.  She met with the City Finance Admin-
istrator, and the CDBG Grant Administrator, 
Community Action Team.  This is a typical 
part of the pre-closeout grant functions of the 
CDBG program.  Based on discussions with 
CDBG staff there will be at least one Finding 
and One Concern which will be discussed 
with Council.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
  
VERNONIA LAKE PUMP
IMPROVEMENTS
The City Engineer and Public Works Fore-
man met with Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife and a representative of RMS 
Pumps to review options for upgrading the 
pump used to fill the Vernonia Lake.  The 
project will be a Vernonia Lions Club project 
when funded.  The City contacted WOEC to 
determine cost to upgrade electric services 
to the pump. 
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city news

Police Blotter
May 1-12
Arrests/Reports/Citations
•  May 02, 2013 – Arrest in the 600 Block of N. Mist Drive 
on an outstanding arrest warrant.
•  May 10, 2013 – Arrested in the 55000 Block of Hwy 47 
South on an outstanding arrest warrant.
•  May 10, 2013 – Issued a citation and released on an 
outstanding arrest warrant.
•  May 10, 2013 – Issued a citation for Offensive Littering 
in the 400 Block of Bridge St.
•  May 10, 2013 – Report taken on a possible Domestic 
Violence incident that occurred in the 900 Block of Rose 
Ave.
•  May 10, 2013 – Report taken on an Outside Agency 
Assist (Major Crimes Investigation).
•  May 11, 2013 – Report taken on a Criminal Mischief at 
Anderson Park. (Ongoing Investigation)

The full Police Blotter is available on the Vernonia Police 
Department website at http://vpd.vernonia-or.gov/

City Information and 
Updates Available by Email

Citizens who wish to receive meeting 
information  and updates can request to 
be placed on an email list at City Hall.  
Please contact Joann Glass at joann@
vernonia-or.gov and asked to be placed 
on the “Citizen Notification List.” 

Vernonia City 
Council Meetings 

and Closures
City Council Meetings are 

scheduled for 7 PM:
Monday, May 20
Monday, June 3

City Closures are scheduled for:
Memorial Day

Monday, May 27

Dates and times subject to change 
due to conflicts of schedules

Need 

 body     

  work?

Time to call 

Meyer’s

Auto Body

Meyer’s Auto Body   493 Bridge Street, Vernonia.  503-429-0248

 Volunteers are working with 
the City of Vernonia to maintain the 
Vernonia Memorial Cemetery.
 The City has been struggling to 
keep up with regular groundskeeping 
duties since the caretaker retired last 
year.  This year volunteers have stepped 
up and spent several days working on a 
maintenance plan developed by the City 
Cemetery Committee.  Volunteers have 
cut grass, trimmed around headstones, 
pulled weeds,  cleaned up debris and 
improved the roadway.
 Any volunteer help is much 
appreciated.  Please check with City 
Hall to see when additional work 
parties are scheduled.

Volunteers  Help 
at Vernonia 
Cemetery

Vernonia Youth 
Soccer Presents

Challenger 
British Soccer 
Camps 2013

July 15-19
Ages 3-12

Includes a free ball and shirt
Sign up before May 31st and get a free jersey!

Sign up on-line at 
challengersports.com


