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Anderson Art on Display

Vernonia artist Dave Anderson displayed art
from his exhibit “To Break a Butterfly” at the Vernonia
Community Learning Center on Monday March 11,
2013.

Photo courtesy of DeAnna Pearl.

The exhibit
18 Anderson’s tribute
to the children of the
Terezin Concentration

Camp. Through collage work
Anderson reflects the art,
writing and poetry created
by the children who were
imprisoned at Terezin.

Eighth grade
students from  Vernonia
Middle School visited the
exhibit and had a chance to talk with Anderson about
his work.

Anderson’s exhibit was part of the “Columbia
County Reads” program sponsored by several Columbia
County Libraries. Anderson’s work was also on display
at the St. Helens Library on March 13-15.

Students Spend Spring Break in Vernonia
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product that is harvested in Oregon.
Its use is being championed by
Oregon Solutions. (See sidebar
story.)

Alissa Bertsch Johnson
is the United Methodist campus
minister at Washington State
University and is leading the trip.
Bertsch Johnson leads a service
project each year through the Wesson
Foundation. “Last year we went to
Los Angeles, this year we decided
to do something more local in the
Pacific Northwest,” Bertsch Johnson
explains. She says that the service
trip this year was entirely funded by
a couple from Pullman, WA. The
couple provided a $40,000 grant
which paid for the students to come
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to Vernonia this year and which will
also fund twenty-four students next
year who will travel for a mission
trip to Nicaragua.

The first two groups will be
staying at the Vernonia Christian
Church where they are able to
shower and use the kitchen to
cook their meals.
group that arrives in April will
stay in the school building.

“A lot of these students
are taking their spring break
says Frederiksen.
“A lot of us have been getting
text messages at night from
our friends who are heading to
Canada or Mexico or on a road
trip across country with friends.
It’s so amazing to see this group
of individuals who said, ‘No
I’'m going to go do some work
for somebody else.

Harvey-Marose is
from Lewiston, Idaho

to do this,”

the

and attends
Idaho. “This is a really good way

to bring mission work home,” says
Hope. “Sometimes people assume
that mission work is always done
overseas.”

The  students  receive
no college credit for their time
working in Vernonia. “This is just
something they want to do,” adds
Frederiksen.

David Hawbaker is twenty-
four, from Pullman, WA and attends
Washington ~ State  University.
Hawbaker says this is the second
Seirra Service Project he has
participated in and is an assistant
ministry leader for the trip “This is
a great experience for us as well as
the people we are helping,” he says.
“A lot of people go on vacations and
have a lot of fun, but we’re having
just as much fun and we’re making
a difference.”
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Western Juniper Lumber
Durable, Sustainable, Available

Western Juniper, once seen as a pest, is
being converted to lumber and used as a renewable
and organic alternative. It is considered the most
durable, sustainable, and environmentally friendly
western softwood species, especially for outdoor
uses. It was recently used to build garden boxes
for the Vernonia Community Garden.

The Western Juniper Utilization Group
is an Oregon Solutions project which is being
co-convened by Tom Kelly who worked on the
Vernonia Schools Project. Oregon Solutions is
looking to identify issues and opportunities for the
management, removal, and use of Western Juniper
and ultimately the development of supply chains,
the creation of jobs and economic opportunity and
the restoration of rangeland.

Western Juniper is a native tree species
found in Central Oregon and the desert southwest
which has become invasive because of fire control
and suppression. It has spread and resulted in a
significant drop in open grasslands. It uses large
amounts of groundwater; in its peak of growth it
can consume over 100 gallons of water per day.

Western Juniper has been used by farmers
and ranchers for generations as fence posts.
Long-term studies conducted by Oregon State
University demonstrate that Juniper is the most
durable western softwood species for in-ground
and outdoor use. Western Juniper posts are rated
at a fifty-year life span and Juniper decking is
rated at a thirty-year life span. Juniper’s pest
and rot resistance are unrivaled, requiring no
preservatives when used in ground. The perfect
replacement for chemically/pressure treated
wood; Juniper is child, pet, and garden safe while
outlasting the toxic alternative at least 2:1.

Western Juniper is harvested in a

sustainable manner, taking trees at their peak of
growth, leaving mature twisted trees as wildlife
habitat. Western Juniper is not commercially
harvested, but cut based on the needs of grassland,
watershed, and forestland restoration/reclamation
projects.
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