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721 Madison Avenue, Vernonia            (503) 429-5018

Mariolino’s
Pizza & Grill

Open for 
breakfast, 

lunch & dinner

We have ice cream!

Serving Vernonia since 1970

Vernonia Computer Services
Computer problems?  We can help.

Bill Langmaid     
(971) 998-3705

bill@rangelights.com

Hardware testing, repair, replacement
Mac – Windows – Linux         
Software install/upgrade
Virus/spyware removal            
Custom systems built 
Housecalls

Available 
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat 10-6

and by appointment

community

Real Estate Broker

BUY WITH KNOWLEDGE              SELL WITH CONFIDENCE 

Cell: (503) 706-2882
Email: stevecal2001@yahoo.com
(503) 429-4300
825 Bridge Street

Steve Calhoun

Top 10% for 11 years

458 A ST. $118,000 - DOLL HOUSE CUTE - 
Charming Bungalow with period charm. Fir 
floors. Gas heat. Clean & bright. 3 bedroom,  
1.5 bath. Den/Office. Detached Shop/Garage 
and White picket fence!

54658 Hwy 47 South.  $399,000
A RECREATIONAL PARADISE! - 27.85 Forested 
acres. A haven of peace & quiet with pristine 
beauty. Large spring fed pond with trout. 
40x70 log pavilion. Weddings, club activities, 
private meetings & more. Horse stalls & 
corrals. Miles of scenic riding. Linear trail 
through property. Potential 15 camp sites. Mfg 
home, large shop. A vacation wonderland! 
Go to www.leesucatch.com

21046 Scappoose-Vernonia Hwy. $285,000 - 
13.64 acres with sweeping views of mts. 
beyond. 1786 s.f. 3 bedroom,  2 bath. 
Den/Office. Cozy fireplace and wood stove. 
Out-building, 4 bay shop. Bring the horse - 
good pasture. Bordering creek.  Private and 
serene in this affordable country setting!

MELLINGER RD.  $549,000
LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! - 
Preliminary approved Nehalem View Planned 
Development. 32.92 acres within city limits. 
Zoned low density residential.  45 pristine lots 
of approx. 1/2 ac. each. A progressive 
community with new L.E.E.D. Standard 
Schools. 20 miles of forested linear trails. 
Near Stub Stewart State Park. A place to 
build your future!

a	 paved,	 21	 mile,	 abandoned	 railroad	
grade	which	heads	south	 	 through	Stub	
Stewart	 State	 Park	 ending	 at	 the	 new	
trailhead	in	Banks.	
	 The	 rougher	 style	 of	 trail	 is		
geared	 towards	 	 mountain	 bikes	 and	
bikes	 with	 wider	 profiled	 tires	 as	 well	
as	 equestrian	 trail	 riders	 and	 provides	
a	 great	 alternative	 to	 the	 paved	Banks-
Vernonia	Trail	says	Crinklaw.		“I	look	at	
this	as	a	positive	 for	Vernonia	 in	 terms	
of	this	being	a	hub	for	bikers	and	for	the	
equestrian	groups.”		

	 “The	 equestrian	 riders	 have	 a		
huge	market	 potential,”	 says	 Crinklaw.		

“We’re	having	some	great	brainstorming	
discussions	about	existing	facilities	and	
how	 to	connect	 to	 the	CZ	Trail—about	
how	 to	enhance	Columbia	Counties	 at-
tractiveness	to	out-of-	county	horse	rid-
ers.	 	For	them	the	CZ	Trail	has	a	lot	of	
appeal	as	a	destination.”	

	
Commissioner	 Hyde	 noted	 that	 the	
county	has	expressed	interest	in	acquir-
ing	more	property	at	the	Camp	8	area	to	
develop	a	horse	camp.
	 The	 historical	 nature	 of	 the	 re-
gion	may	also	be	a	draw	for	users.		“One	
of	the	more	valuable	pieces	of	this	trail	
as	far	as	a	recreational	asset	to	the	coun-
ty	is	just	the	history	associated		with	the	
trail,”	says	Crinklaw.		Crinklaw	says	that	
in	time	the	full	build	out	of	the	trail	will	
likely	 include	historical	 information	ki-
osks	 and	 interpretive	 signage	 that	 will	
tell	 about	 rail	 lines	 that	originally	used	
the	area,	abandoned	logging	camps	that	
dot	the	landscape,	the	ethnic	groups	that	
worked	in	the	area,		the	natural	features,		
and	historical	 landmarks	 	and	remnants	

of	early	settlers	and	residents	of	the	re-
gion.
	 A	long	term	project,		Columbia	
County	 began	 negotiations	 with	 Han-
cock	 Timber	 around	 1995	 to	 purchase	
sections	 of	 old	 logging	 road	 and	 use	 it	
as	a	county	trail.		The	county	was	able	to	

purchase	about	17	miles	of	 trail	 in	De-
cember	of	2004	using	state	grant	funds.		
Restoration	work	has	been	ongoing	since	
then.	
	 Commissioner	Hyde	 noted	 that	
the	 county	 dealt	 with	 four	 different	 it-
erations	of	timber	companies	during	the		
process	 of	 acquiring	 the	 right	 of	 way	
for	the	trail	and	through	a	series	of	land	
swaps,	easements,	purchases	and	dona-
tions	the	trail	was	pieced	together.		
	 “It	was	a	fairly	complicated	pro-
cess	 to	 figure	 out	 all	 the	 boundaries,”	
said	Hyde.		“There	were	lots	of	players	
involved.	 	And	 we	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 issues	
and	concerns	raised	by		adjacent	private	
landowners		to	the	trail,	just	like	we	did	
with	the	Banks-Vernonia	Trail.”

	 “One	 of	 the	 things	 I	 am	 most	
proud	of	 	 about	 this	 project	 is	 the	way	
we	were	able	to	mitigate	the	concerns	of	
the	 local	 property	 owners,”	 say	 Hyde.		
“I	was	always	very	concerned	about	the	
impact	the	trail	would	have,	and	we	were	
able	to	meet	individually	with	every	one	
of	them	and	find	a	solution	to	their	con-
cerns.	 	And	 I	 believe	 they	 are	 pleased	
and	have,		in	fact,		realized	that	the	trail	
provides	benefits	for	them	like	recreation	
opportunities	in	their	own	back	yard	and	
increased	property	values.”	
	 The	 County	 recently	 complet-
ed	 the	 installation	 of	 three	 new	 stream	
crossings	 including	 the	most	 recent	Al-
der	Creek	bridge	crossing	 just	 south	of	
Cater	 Road.	 	 The	 County	 was	 able	 to	
use	 	 federal	 funds	 to	 make	 the	 Alder	
Creek	improvement	which	included	the	
salvage	of	old	rail	car	decking		that	had	
been	converted		into	bridges	and	used	af-
ter	the	1996		flood	near	Fishhawk	Lake.		
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The trail crosses under Scappoose-
Vernonia Hwy at the summit.

A bike rider using the new bridge at the Alder Creek crossing.

The view from the trail at the summit.


