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The Gun Doctor: Safe Storage of Firearms

By Wolfgang Rotbart

If you own firearms, safely storing them should
be a priority. Doing this runs the gamut from full-scale
home alarm/security systems and gun vaults to just
ensuring the firearms are unloaded and kept separate
from ammunition when not in use.

(Please refer to the “Resources” note in the last
paragraph for more in-depth information online for this
and other articles.)

Many people use full-size gun vaults/safes to
secure their firearms. “Vault” is the more correct term
as very few vaults can be considered “safes”; a true
safe is much more resistant to attack than virtually all
vaults.

There are two broad classifications for gun
vaults. The first is used merely for secure storage from
casual unauthorized use. This type is not intended
to thwart a determined attempt or protect from fire
damage. These usually start at under one hundred
dollars and go up to few hundred dollars.

Then there are true security vaults, which run
from several thousand to over ten thousand dollars.
The two main features to assess in security vaults are
attack resistance and fire protection.
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Fire protection ratings are problematic because
most companies conduct their own testing instead
of using an independent laboratory or Underwriters
Laboratories and so the results are somewhat unreliable
or misleading. Suffice itto say, true house fire protection
comes at a steep price.

Regarding attack-resistance, here are a few
general points one should consider and research before
buying. The smaller the gap between the door and the
frame, the less effective pry bars will be. Check the
weight of the actual steel used in construction, not just
the total weight. Many vaults have substantial “filler”
material that adds to the weight, but does not provide
any meaningful security for the contents. Most of
the reputable manufacturers have lifetime warranties
against fire or damage. Having an internal framework,
as opposed to just formed sheet metal, helps prevent
brute force attacks. “Made In America” is usually a
plus on several levels, including overall quality.

Many vault manufacturers offer a dehumidifier
or internal lighting as options. Most provide for some
sort of anchoring from within. This is important to
prevent the theft of the entire vault and its contents and
to make it more difficult to pry open. A vault laid on
its back allows the attacker to use his weight on the pry
bar; upright, he must supply all the force. However,
given the proper knowledge, tools, and enough time,
any vault can be breached.

There are numerous types of small vaults
just for handguns and they generally provide better
accessibility than full-size ones. However, they are more
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The silent auction will begin in the middle school
cafeteria, but will then move to the grade school follow-
ing the dinner. The live auction will begin around 6:30
PM in the cafeteria. More up to date information can be
found at www.vernoniaschools.org/events/, including a
more complete list of auction items.

susceptible to theft, even if they are lagged securely.
The most common are key, combination, number pad,
electronic and biometrics locking mechanisms. Each
has its strengths and drawbacks, so ensure that you
weigh these before purchase. If you are considering
one of the electronic or biometric types, be sure there is
some way to gain access if the battery fails.

Lastly, there is a great array of devices to render
a firearm mechanically inoperable, but comparatively
accessible. The main types are those that lock the
trigger into position so it can’t be pulled, cover the
trigger area entirely and cable types which go through
the action so that a cartridge can’t be loaded. These
are mostly key operated with a few having combination
locks.

When firearms are being used for personal
defense, they present a special problem — accessibility
versus security. In general, the more secure a firearm
is, the less readily accessible it is. Criminals rarely
give notice of an attack and so one must have ready
access in order to be effective. However, especially
in the case of children in and around the home, having
unsecured firearms about is a recipe for tragedy. Each
gun owner must decide on the proper balance between
the two.

Follow-up information to topics in this and other
articles can be found on the “Resources” page on The
Gun Doctor home page (www.wolfgangthegundoctor.
com).

I welcome ideas for topics for these articles.
Please email them to:
Wolfgang@WolfgangTheGunDoctor.com or call me
at 503-429-7342 10:00 - 5:00 M — F

Wolfgang Rotbart is an AGl-certified Master
Gunsmith and a NRA-certified Basic Pistol Course
Instructor. He works as a gunsmith and as an Oregon
Concealed Handgun Safety Course Instructor.
You may visit The Gun Doctor website for more
information at: http://www.wolfgangthegundoctor.
com/
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Don’t Sell it!
Pawn it!
For fast

cash!

Baseline
Pawn, [nc.

2245 Baseline St., Cornelius
(Across from Fred Meyer)

503-530-8119

State Licensed PB-0388

Open
everyday
at 9 am.

Silkscreen printing

Printing while you wait for small orders
Vinyl lettering and heat transfers
Teams, groups, special events

Hoodies, dress shirts, aprons & more
No order too large or too small

No set-up fees

711 Bridge Street, Vernonia
(503) 433-4278
kavila@kaptanskraft.com

Bank Owned Auctions

Vernonia, OR - Property #117

.21 acre lot on corner of
5th Ave. and Bridge St.

Will Sell to Highest Bidder
Regardless of Price

For additional property information, auction terms, and contract forms,
visit www.auctionEbid.com

Terms: Proof of Funds Required to Bid, 10% Buyers Premium
added to winning bid to determine sale price, greater of 10% or
$2500 Earnest Money Deposit, close by June 29th, 2012.

Broker Co-Op: Up to 2% Commission Paid to Properly Registered
Brokers, see website for details

Questions? Visit www.auctionEbid.com or call 770-980-9565,
TOLLFREE 877-980-9565 or email info@auctionEbid.com

Auction Management Corporation

1827 POWERS FERRY ROAD, BLDG. 5

770-980-9565

Lots 5 & 6, Block 3 Nehalem, 5th Ave.

BID DEADLINE: Wednesday, June
20th at local 10am PDT

Directions to Property: From

Portland, west on US 26, north onto

OR-47 N/Nehalem Hwy, go 14.4

miles, left onto Bridge Street.

Auction Manager: Amy Martin, 404-734-3606,
Amy@auctionEbid.com

BID ONLINE ON ALL PROPERTIES

www.auctionEbid.com for details

ATLANTA, GA 30339
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