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city news

Vernonia City News...
City Wrestles With Budget continued from front page
concerning	the	original	Budget	Message	delivered	by	
Young.		Mitchell	stated	that	the	committee	has	request-
ed	 a	 retraction	 of	 parts	 of	 the	 message,	 specifically	
point	number	six,	which	stated	that	both	the	water	and	
sewer	funds	would	make	a	transfer	to	the	General	Fund	
of	$50,000	each	so	an	appropriation	of	$100,000	could	
be	made	 to	 the	Parks	Fund	 to	help	finish	 the	Bicycle	
Skills	Park.	 	The	Budget	Committee	refused	to	fulfill		
this	proposed	action	and	asked	for	a	simple	retraction	
of	this	statement.		“This	has	been	brought	up	at	every	
meeting	 and	 it	 is	 in	 every	 set	 of	minutes,	 and	 it	 still	
has	not	been	addressed,”	stated	Mitchell.		Budget	Com-
mittee	member	George	Tice	noted	that	in	the	original	
presented	budget,	 the	city	would	have	Cash	on	Hand	
of	$700,000	and	that	today’s	numbers	now	state	Cash	
on	Hand	of	$160,000--	a	difference	of	over	$540,000.		
The	Committee	then	suggested	that	the	Budget	Officer	
write	an	amendment	to	the	Budget	Message	that	would	
be	entered	into	the	public	record.	
	 Mitchell	 next	 explained	 that	 the	 Library	 and	
Parks	Committees	had	met	and	both	made	adjustments	
to	their	budgets.		The	Library	proposed	reducing	their	
budget	by	$4,000	which	included	a	cut	of	$1,000	from	
the	new	books	 line	 item.	 	The	Parks	Committee	 rec-
ommended	 the	 hiring	 of	 a	 full-time	 parks	 and	 build-
ing	maintenance	employee,	who	would	be	paid	a	lesser	
hourly	 rate,	 saving	 the	 city	 approximately	 $10,000.		
The	committee	accepted	these	changes	and	tentatively	
approved	the	budgets	for	those	funds.		
	 	 	Mitchell	 then	 told	 the	committee	 that,	 even	
with	the	above-requested	cuts,	they	were	still	facing	a	
$160,000	shortfall.		Mitchell	proposed	de-funding	the	
City	Administrator	and	Chief	of	Police	positions	in	or-
der	to	save	funds.		Mitchell	and	Tice	went	on	to	explain	
that	this	plan	would	include	using	some	of	the	money	
currently	funding	the	full	time	City	Administrator	and	
hiring	 a	 part-time	 contracted	 interim	administrator	 to	
guide	the	city	and	oversee	administrative	and	financial	

duties	as	well	as	operation	of	the	Public	Works,	Police,	
and	 Planning	 Departments.	 	 Tice	 explained	 that	 this	
would	save	approximately	$80,000.		
	 Police	Captain	Mike	Kay	addressed	the	com-
mittee	and	announced	that	the	Police	Department	had	
trimmed	$12,450	from	their	budget,	in	addition	to	the	
savings	of	$45,000	by	de-funding	 the	Chief	position.		
There	were	questions	raised	about	whether	there	would	
be	a	cost	to	the	city	by	breaking	their	contract	with	the	
current	Chief,	Frank	Grace.		
	 At	 the	 end	of	 the	meeting,	Commit-
tee	member	Brett	Costley	made	a	motion	that	
the	 Budget	 Committee	 send	 a	 communica-
tion	 to	 City	 Council	 to	 consider	 de-funding	
the	City	Administrator	position	and	the	part-
time	Police	Chief	position	and	discuss	 these	

changes,	as	appropriate	at	the	next	City	Council	Meet-
ing	on	June	7th,	and	report	back	to	the	budget	commit-
tee	their	thoughts.		The	motion		passed.	
	 The	 Committee	 will	 meet	 again	 on	 Tuesday,	
June	8,	at	7:00	P.M.	at	the	Vernonia	Community	Learn-
ing	Center,	after	the	regularly	scheduled	City	Council	
Meeting	on	Monday,	June	7th.

BLUE HOUSE CAFE
Brings You the Tastes of the Mediterranean

SATURDAY, JUNE 12th, 5-8pm
featuring

TASTE of BASQUE COUNTRY
 Pintxos (little bites) ............................................ $5.75
Toothpick skewered spicy sausage and almond stuffed green olive, or marinated 
mushroom and almond stuffed green olive in moscatel sauce.

         Zucchini and Tomato                       Basque Clam Chowder
           Cup ... $3.00    Bowl ...$4.00       Cup ... $4.00    Bowl ...$5.00 

 Basque Platter ....................................................$13.00
Fish with piperade sauce, green pea and garlic rice, pepper and apple salad 
drizzled with sherry vinaigrette, served with Basque shepherd bread.

 Lamburger ..........................................................$7.75
Grilled spiced lamb in freshly baked sesame bun with aioli, mustard, lettuce, 
tomato, onion and cheese, served with pickle wedge.

SOUP

 Basque Platter (vegetarian) ..................................$12.00
Hard boiled egg with piperade, green pea and garlic rice, pepper and apple 
salad drizzled with sherry vinaigrette, served with Basque shepherd bread.

Basque Flan with Fruit Compote ............................$4.75
DESSERT

Basque shepherd bread will be freshly baked by
Kerry Boutwell of
BREAD ART

919 Bridge St. Vernonia, tel. (503) 429-4350

VERNONIA 
SHORT TRACK 

MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE
SAT. JUNE 12TH

Start Times & Race Duration:
9:30am - Pre-ride the course —open to all registered racers
10:00am - Kiddie race (all Kids under age 10) 10 minutes
10:30am - Juniors Girls & Boys (10--14). Junior Girls & Boys,(15-18). 30 minutes
11:10am - Cat2/3 Women (19-34) (35-44) (45-54) (55+) 40 minutes
11:50am - Break, Course Open 15 minutes
12:05pm - Cat 3 Men (19-34) (35-44) (45+) 40 minutes
12:45pm - Cat 2 Men (19-34) (35-44) (45-54) (55+) 45 minutes
1:30pm - Break, Course Open 15 minutes
1:45pm - Single Speed Men, Single Speed Women, 45 minutes
2:30pm - Pro/Cat 1 Women, Pro/Cat 1 Men (19-34) (35+) 50 minutes

Awards to top 3 in each category, Cash to Pro 
Men and Pro/Cat 1 Women. There will be 
products and prizes randomly distributed to all 
racers thanks to our generous sponsors.
If you are new to racing enter the Cat 3 class 
with your age grouping 
Class:                       Entry Fee
Kiddie Race                                              Free
Juniors 10-18                                             $5
Cat 3 (Beginners)  Cat 2, Singlespeed       $15 
Pro/Cat 1                        $20
Parking Fee /Vehicle   $5 
     (all parking proceeds go to the Bicycle Park)

Send your check and completed registration form and waiver found at  http://www.obra.org/pdfs/waiver.pdf by Fri June 4 to:
UZOOM2 LLC, 15100 NW Eugene Ln, Portland, Oregon 97229. 
Please make checks payable to UZOOM2 LLC.
Day of race registration begins on site at 9am to 15 minutes prior to your race start time. 
OBRA membership required for all racers (except kiddie race) - single day $5/annual membership $20 available on line at 
http://www.obra.org/pdfs/membership_app.pdf or on site day of race.

Brewery, Fine Wines, and A World of Delights!

HELMET REQUIRED-All OBRA Rules Apply

LOCAL SPONSORS:

COME WATCH OR COMPETE AT THE VERNONIA BIKE SKILLS PARK! (next to Vernonia Lake)

MEET AXE-MAN MIKE PIHL!  11AM to 1PM

phone 103-429-1104
cell       103-471-1442

CCB#166811

Robert  J  Watts  
Construction, Inc

 Available for  
pick up 

 in Vernonia 
NEW

• Organic Compost 

• Planting Mix 

• Bark Dust

• Rock 

Available by 
appointment


