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		 The	 Columbia	 County	 Cultural	 Coalition	
(CCCC)	is	pleased	to	announce	that	grant	applications	
are	now	available	for	projects	that	address	the	priorities	
identified	 in	 the	Columbia	County	Cultural	Plan	first	
adopted	in	2006	and	updated	in	2009.	
		 The	CCCC	and	its	Grants	Committee	are	com-
prised	 of	 volunteers	 from	 Clatskanie,	 Rainier,	 Scap-
poose,	St.	Helens,	and	Vernonia.		CCCC’s	mission	is	to	
encourage	projects	and	activities	in	the	arts,	local	heri-
tage	and	the	humanities.		Priorities	in	the	Cultural	Plan	
are	protecting	existing	cultural	assets,	helping	people	
experience	a	variety	of	cultural	venues,	and	increasing	
access	to	and	participation	in	cultural	events.

		 Approximately	 $40,000	 in	 grant	 funds	 have	
been	awarded	 to	Columbia	County	cultural	organiza-
tions	 since	 2005	with	 funds	 allocated	 by	 the	Oregon	
Cultural	Trust	 (OCT).	 	Established	 in	2001,	 the	OCT	
is	a	public/private	partnership	that	makes	annual	grants	
to	 county	 and	 tribal	 planning	 groups	 for	 cultural	 ac-
tivities.		The	OCT	Website,	www.culturaltrust.org,	con-
tains	information	about	its	programs	and	the	matching	
gift	tax	credit	that	is	available	to	donors.
		 Grant	awards	will	range	from	$200	to	$1,500;	
the	amount	of	Columbia	County’s	2010-11	allocation	
from	the	OCT	will	be	determined	in	early	August.		Ap-
plicants	must	 provide	matching	 resources	 (in-kind	or	

cash)	 and	must	 be	 501(c)(3)	 non-profit	 organizations	
or	 governmental	 units	 within	 the	 county.	 	 	 	The	 Co-
lumbia	 County	 Cultural	 Plan	 and	 grant	 applications	
are	available	from	the	CCCC	website,	www.columbia-
cultural.org,	 or	 the	 Columbia	 County	 website,	 www.
co.columbia.or.us;	use	the	Links	tab	to	reach	the	CCCC	
section.		Applications	must	be	postmarked	by	July	23,	
2010,	for	projects	that	will	be	completed	between	Sep-
tember	2010	and	August	2011.		
	 Please	direct	any	questions	regarding	the	plan	
or	the	grant	process	to	Janet	Wright	at	503-397-1035	or	
email:		janet.wright@co.columbia.or.us

County Cultural Coalition 2010 Grant Funding Availability

	 At	 the	April	28,	2010,	Board	of	Commission	
Meeting	 the	 Board	 honored	 the	 Retired	 Senior	 Vol-
unteer	 Program	 (RSVP)	 Volunteers	 that	 serve	 at	 the	
Columbia	 County	 Courthouse	 who	 work	 in	 various	

county	departments.			The	Board	noted	that	there	had	
been	a	total	of	1,871	hours	of	volunteer	service,	in	the	
past	year,	that	has	been	provided	with	a	total	savings	of	
$39,010	to	the	County.	
	 Many	 visitors	 to	 the	 Courthouse	 are	 greeted	
everyday	by	RSVP	Volunteers	who	assist	them	in	find-

ing	 the	 various	 County	 departments.	 	 Site	 Supervi-
sor,	 Sally	Norbom,	 recruits,	 trains	 and	 schedules	 the	
volunteers.	 	 “The	 volunteers	 provide	 guidance	 and	
assist	residents	when	they	don’t	know	where	to	go	to	

complete	county	business”,	said	Sally	
Norbom.		“We	get	a	lot	of	satisfaction	
from	helping	people,	so	the	benefits	of	
the	RSVP	program	go	both	ways,”	she	
added.
	 Other	 volunteers	 who	 pro-
vide	 numerous	 hours	 and	 who	 are	
indispensable	 in	 helping	 the	 County	
are	Linda	Gaskill	and	Andrew	Myers.		
Both	Gaskill	 and	Myers	volunteer	 in	
the	District	Attorney’s	Office.		Gaskill	
has	 been	 working	 with	 the	 Victims	
Assistance	Program	since	2000	and	is	
currently	working	with	the	Multi-Dis-
ciplinary	Team	(MDT)	giving	an	aver-

age	of	20	hours	per	week	to	the	program.	 	Her	work	
helps	keep	vulnerable	children	from	slipping	through	
the	bureaucratic	cracks.	
	 Myers	volunteers	as	a	deputy	District	Attorney	
and	has	a	history	of	volunteering,	including	teaching,	
working	 with	 immigrant	 victims	 of	 domestic	 abuse,	

Legal	Aid	 Services	 of	Oregon	 and	 rebuilding	 neigh-
borhoods.		He	began	in	March	and	is	putting	his	skills	
to	good	use	while	he	 searches	 for	a	permanent	posi-
tion.	 	Andrew	assists	with	 the	misdemeanor	caseload	
and	justice	court	cases.
	 Other	Volunteers	also	honored	by	the	Board	at	
today’s	meeting	included	Gina	Harrington	and	Paulette	
Lichatowich	 who	 are	 Community	 Meal	 Site	 Volun-
teers.		Gina	and	Paulette	Volunteer	at	the	Community	
Meals	 Site	 located	 at	 the	 First	 Lutheran	 Parish	 Hall	
at	4th	and	Wyeth	Streets	in	St.	Helens	providing	free	
meals	to	the	community.	
	 The	 Community	 Meals	 program,	 which	 is	 a	
member	of	the	Columbia	Pacific	Food	Bank,	operates	
as	a	benevolent	kitchen,	and	is	the	only	program	of	its	
kind	in	Columbia	County.		The	program	serves	a	warm	
health	free	meal	to	an	average	of	90	guests	per	evening	
every	Tuesday	and	Thursday	 from	5:30	p.m.	 to	6:30	
p.m.
	 The	 Board	 of	 County	 Commissioners	 ex-
pressed	 appreciation	 to	 all	 of	 these	 volunteers.	 	 For	
additional	 information	 on	 how	you	 can	 get	 involved	
in	volunteer	programs,	contact	Jan	Kenna,	Director	of	
Children	and	Family	Services	at	503-397-7211.

Commissioners Honor Volunteers

Pictured from left to right, starting with the back row are:   Jan Kenna, Shan-
non Fitzgibbons, Mary Kucera, Nancy Harwood, Paulette Lichatowich, Gina 
Harrington    Front row: L to R are Mary Dahlgren, Elaine Widmer, Sally 
Norbom, Dena Chesney and Carmel Chatterton.  (Photo by Janet Wright.)

Ancient Earth Farms

18209 Keasey Rd., Vernonia, OR  97064
503-789-5597    ancientearthfarms@verizon.net

www.ancientearthfarms.com

Annuals, perennials, vegetable starts, shrubs, 
organic produce and landscape materials.

Join us Saturday May 22nd at 9:00AM 
for the opening of our greenhouses.

SPECIALS INCUDE
Ancient Earth Potting Mixture, 50 lb.  $4.50
Creation Organics Soil Blends, .75 cu.ft.  $4.00
Perfect Organics Blend Fertilizer, 50 lb.    $19.99
Bobbex Deer Repellent, 48 oz. pump bottles $24.99

Look for our Grand Opening on June 12th!
HOURS: MON - SAT 9AM-5PM SUN 12-4PM

	 The	 Vernonia	 Friday	 Open	
Air	 Market	 kicks	 off	 another	 season	
on	Friday,	June	25,	2010.	 	The	Mar-
ket	will	again	be	held	in	the		Vernonia	
Community	Learning	Center	(VCLC)	
Courtyard	and	will	 run	 from	5:00	 to	
8:00	 PM	 every	 Friday	 through	 Sep-
tember	24th.	 	On	Friday	October	1st	
the	 Market	 will	 move	 to	 Hawkins	
Park	and	vendors	will	be	included	in	
the	Salmon	Festival	on	Saturday	Oc-
tober	2
	 Vendors	 are	 now	 being	 ac-
cepted.		Artisans	of	handcrafted	gifts,	
crafts,	 and	 food	 items	 are	 preferred.			
Community	groups	are	also	welcome.		

Any	 vendor	 selling	 food	 items	 must	
meet	 all	 Columbia	 County	 Environ-
mental	 Health	 Department	 and	 Or-
egon	 Department	 of	 Human	 Service	
food	safety	requirements.
	 Table	space	is	$10	per	market	
and	 includes	 table	 rental	and	canopy	
cover.	 	 Vendors	 can	 reserve	 a	 space	
for	the	entire	fifteen	week	season	for	
$120.		All	proceeds	from	space	rental	
go	to	the	VCLC.
	 For	 more	 information	 about	
Friday	 Open	 Air	 Market	 contact	
Scott	 Laird,	 503-367-0098	 or	 at	
mrscottlaird@yahoo.com.

Friday Open Air Market 
Returns--Vendors Wanted


