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welcome/opinion

from the editor...

It seems like every year around this time, we
all find ourselves talking about the crazy and unusual
weather around here. Which probably means that cra-
zy spring weather really isn’t that unusual in Vernonia.
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during last summer’s infamous town hall meetings.
Perhaps then we thought the worst of our lousy
discourse was over; and yet now we know that as-
sumption would have been wrong. In just the past
week we’ve reached new lows as we’ve witnessed
the spewing of homophobic and racist comments,
and with some congressional members being la-
beled “baby killers.”

I hear such comments and wonder what
has gotten into those who utter them, those who re-
peat them, and those who egg others on. Yes, we’ve
heard such hatred at times in the past; but does that
fact make such comments good and right now? And
what makes matters worse today is our ability to
communicate at any moment and reach millions of
people at once. One ugly comment then begets an-
other, and on and on it goes.

During the 1990s, I was not one of those
in the civic world who embraced what might have
been deemed the “civility movement.” I cringed
when people would associate my own work and ef-
forts with civility. I thought there was a kind of Miss
Manners’ notion at play — if only each of us would
be “nice” to one another, then the world would be
a better place. But political discourse ought to be
filled with tension, drama, and emotion; after all,
when people care about something, they get worked
up.

But that was then, and this is now. Today,
our public discourse seems filled with hatred and
rage, at times unmitigated and unfiltered, even
reckless, often ridiculous. The Glenn Beck’s of
the world lather people up into a tizzy, oftentimes
seeming to have forgotten their original point, other
than to destroy their so-called opponent. Those on
the left are not immune from such criticism either.

But perhaps the larger point is that none of
us are immune — that is, those who purport to want
to move the country forward, and those who cher-
ish some semblance of good, if not heated, public
discourse. So many of the people who asked me to
write this piece did so, themselves, using the word
“hate” or “stupid” or “idiot” in the same sentence as
their request — as in, “I hate those stupid idiots who
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like a contagion, gaining more and more
momentum when left unchecked, and can
leave us sick to our stomach and doubled-
over. It’s time to swear off such comments
and stand-up straight. So here’s a test I
urge you to consider: When you make your
point, do so with as much emotion and ten-
sion as necessary, but can we leave the ha-
tred behind?

Reprinted with permission.
Harwood is the founder of The Harwood
Institute for Public Innovation, a non-profit,
non-partisan organization that seeks noth-
ing less than to spark fundamental change
and authentic hope in American public life.
The Harwood Institute is today a leading
change organization, recognized nationally
for a unique approach to breaking down
barriers and empowering people to make
progress in improving their communities.
For more information go to www.thehar-
woodinstitute.org

tributors to Vernonia’s Voice. Since we increased our
publishing schedule from once to twice each month this
past January, things have gotten a little more intense and
fast-paced around here. And like everyone else, we too
have lots of other obligations besides work-- friends,
family, volunteerism, and maybe even time for a little
fun every once in awhile. So, I just want to say once
again how much I appreciate the time devoted
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from all around our region. As a small, family-run op-
eration, it’s impossible for us to be everywhere all the
time. Without the help of all our community members
we couldn’t do what we do.

Scott Laird
Editor and Publisher
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Our negative comments spread

Count on WFCU to be
there when your life
changes.

Richard C.

Midway Veterinary
Clinic

Small and Large Animals

Open in Vernonia

Wednesday & Saturday
9a.m.-4p.m.

Astoria

Call for Appointments
(503) 429-1612

Or 24 hr. Emergency Number (503) 397-6470
805 Bridge Street Vernonia, OR

@ Wauna Federal Credit Union
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800.773.3236

East Astoria and Scappoose Branch Locations Coming Soon!
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