
Burton David White 
Sept. 19, 1930 - Feb. 14, 2021

Burton White, of Tigard, a retired
union official, labor educator, and
mediator, passed away
Feb. 14 of complica-
tions following a
stroke. He was 90.
White was director

of labor relations for
the Oregon Nurses As-
sociation from 1979 to
1985. Prior to that,
from 1969-75, he was
director of economic
and general welfare for the Cali-
fornia Nurses Association.
He started working as an arbi-

trator and mediator in 1988. He
was the first executive director of
Partners in Construction Cooper-
ation (PICC), a “cooperation
committee” in the construction
industry that included workers,
contractors, financiers, and de-
signers. Its first project in 1988
was the Powell Valley Retire-
ment Center in Gresham.

White was active in the Ore-
gon Chapter of the Labor and
Employment Relations Associ-
ation (LERA). He served as
president of the organization in
1996-97 and in 2015 received a
Lifetime Achievement Award at

their annual “Maggies” presen-
tation.
White also served as adjunct

faculty at the University of Ore-
gon Labor Education
and Research Center
(LERC).

BURTON DAVID

WHITE was born Sept.
19, 1930 in Malden,
Mass., to Louis White
and Sara (Rosenberg)
White. After graduating
from Malden High
School he served in the
U.S. Army. He received

both his BA and MA from Boston
University. White attended UC
Berkeley to study for a Ph.D. in
Middle English. There, he joined
the Public Affairs staff of Berke-
ley’s listener-sponsored radio sta-
tion KPFA, covering the 1964
Free Speech Movement for the
station. He was chapter chair of
the National Association of
Broadcast Employees and Tech-
nicians Local 51.
In lieu of flowers or cards,

donations may be made to his
favorite park, the Summerlake
Dog Park, City of Tigard, 13125
S.W. Hall Blvd., Tigard, OR
97223. A memorial service will
be held in the Fall 2021 by his
family in the Boston area.

Bill Belanger 
March 3, 1942 - Feb. 23, 2021

Bill Belanger, a retired appren-
ticeship coordinator
and 54-year member
of Bricklayers and Al-
lied Craftworkers Lo-
cal 1, passed away at
his North Portland
houseboat Feb. 23. He
was 78.
Belanger joined

Local 1 in 1966 after
being hired as an ap-
prentice bricklayer on
a project in Seaside, Oregon.
He earned journeyman status in
three and a half years. 
He was active in the union

and held many elected offices,
including sergeant-at-arms,
recording secretary, president,
and business agent. He served
as apprenticeship coordinator
for several years in the early
’80s.
In 1985 he was elected exec-

utive secretary-treasurer of the
Oregon State Building and
Construction Trades Council.
Because the job did not pay a

full-time salary at the time, he
also worked part-time as a
bricklayer. He left the council
after one year to work full-time

at his trade. In 1994
he was hired back as
Local 1’s apprentice-
ship coordinator. He
retired from that post
in 2001. He re-
mained active in the
union until his death,
regularly stopping by
the union hall to visit.
“Bill was a legend

in the masonry
trades, and his union activism
was as good as it gets, there was
no one better,” said Local 1
Business Manager Matt
Eleazer, who was an apprentice
in Belanger’s program.

WILLIAM PAUL BELANGER

was born in Portland on March
3, 1942. He graduated from
Lake Oswego High School,
where he was a cross country
runner. He attended Portland
State University and served six
years in the Oregon Air Na-
tional Guard as an electronics

technician.
Belanger married Sharon

(Rixen), a member of Office &
Professional Employees Local
11, on April 27, 1983.
In the 1990s, the Belangers

participated in Portland’s pop-
ular Christmas Ship Parade.
They would decorate their 38-
foot fiberglass trawler with
Yuletide lights and parade
nightly in the holiday season
with other boat owners on the
Columbia and Willamette
rivers. Before they bought their
houseboat on the Columbia
River, it earlier had been used
as actress Raquel Welch’s
home in the movie “Kansas
City Bomber,” which was
filmed in Portland.
Belanger was an avid auto

racing fan. He traveled to the
famed Indianapolis Brickyard,
to Utah’s Bonneville Salt Flats,
and to other tracks around the
U.S. to watch races. 
Belanger is survived by his

wife; and by daughter, Dana,
from a previous marriage.
At Belanger’s request, there

will not be a memorial service.
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