PAGE2 | December4,2020 | NORTHWEST LABOR PRESS

NORTHWEST

OR

(International Standard Serial Number 0894-444X)

Established in 1900 in Portland, Oregon as a voice of the la-
bor movement. Published on a semi-monthly basis on the
first and third Fridays of each month by the Oregon Labor
Press Publishing Co. Inc., a non-profit mutual benefit corpo-

ration owned by 20 unions and councils including the Ore-
gon AFL-CIO. Serving more than 120 union organizations in
Oregon and Southwest Washington.

Office location:

4275 NE Halsey St., Portland, Oregon

Mailing address:
P.O.Box 13150, Portland, OR 97213

Phone: (503) 288-3311

Web address:
http://nwlaborpress.org

Editor & Manager: Michael Gutwig
Senior staff reporter: Don McIntosh
Office manager: Jill Lukens

Printed on recycled paper, using soy-based
inks, by members of Teamsters Local 747-M.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Individual subscriptions are
$15 a year for union members, $23 a year for
all others. Pay by credit card online at
nwlaborpress.org/subscribe, or send a check
to our mailing address (above) along with
your name, address and union affiliation, if
any. Group rates of 48 cents an issue per
member —$11.52 a year— are available for
25 or more subscriptions; call 503-288-3311.

CORRECTIONS: See an error? Please let us
know at editor@nwlaborpress.org or by
phone at 503-288-3311.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID
AT PORTLAND, OREGON.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: If you move, let us
know at nwlaborpress.org/subscriber-services
or by mail at our mailing address (above). Be
sure to provide your old and new addresses
and the name/number of your local union.
Please allow three weeks for the change to
take effect.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
NORTHWEST LABOR PRESS
P.O.BOX 13150 PORTLAND. OR 97213-0150

on Coumie,, SRS 5
F e P
% e’x} ® m{:: ®
R e =R

‘Chips & Slivers’

A book of poems, short stories
& photos — 30 years of logging
recollections by DeSautel —
now available for $16 + $3
handling PO. Box 276, Philo-
math, OR, 97370 or call Terry
at 541-740-0268

Your Oregon & Washington
Union Mail House.
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7 WHITE & WESCO
"Aiways the best Qualty”

10" SMOKE JUMPER

Al's SHOES
58115.E. 82ND-771-2130

New Temporary Hours: Mon-Sat 12-6 pm
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catch it. But mistakes are few. In
January, his name went up on a
plaque — 2019 employee of the
year at the Portland bakery.

He leaves work coated in a
fine layer of flour, eyelashes all
white. It’s a physical job, and it
keeps him strong and fit.

“I love mixing,” Aldaco says.
“You’re always working.”

Aldaco makes good dough,
and not just for buns. His union
wage is $24.74 an hour, and in
the summer — high season for
hot dog and hamburger buns—
overtime pays $37.11 an hour.
There’s paid vacation and holi-
days, a retirement benefit, and
full-family health care. That
health benefit hit home Nov. 27
when Aldaco’s wife gave birth
to their first child. They named
her Angela Victoria Aldaco.
Health benefits negotiated by
his union covered 90% of the
hospital bills. Now he’s enjoy-
ing three weeks of paid leave.

For Aldaco, union made all
the difference.

Aldaco joined Bakery, Con-
fectionery, Tobacco and Grain
Millers (BCTGM) Local 114 the
old-fashioned way: He helped
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At Franz Bakery, hamburger buns begin with Bakers Local 114 member
Mario Aldaco, who combines ingredients in a giant mixer to make the dough.

organize his workplace. At the
age of 19 he had followed his fa-
ther to the United States, leaving
the small village in the state of
Guanajuato, Mexico, where he’d
grown up. His first job in the
United States was as a sanitation
worker making $9 an hour at
Richmond Baking in McMin-
nville, Oregon — a nonunion
producer of organic cookies and
crackers with about a dozen em-
ployees. Wages were half what
union bakers were making at the
time, and Richmond workers

Carpenters, Electricians, Laborers, Glaziers, Sheetmetal Workers, Floorcoverers, Bricklayers,

LAST ASK—BEFO

Donations accepted until
Elves will shop for gifts that children can give their parents—

were often mistreated by super-
visors. Co-workers started talk-
ing about unionizing.

Mario’s father had worked at
a company where workers tried
to unionize, and a lot of them
got fired; he told Mario to be
careful. It’s illegal to fire a
worker for supporting a union,
but it’s all too common. On Dec.
27,2005, the day the union filed
for an election, Richmond Bak-
ing fired one of Aldaco’s pro-
union co-workers.

“I didn’t know nothing about

Cement Masons, Roofers, Asbestos Workers, Millwrights, Painters, Elevators, Plasterers, Family

THE BIG DAYARIVES!

THE NEED THIS YEAR IS GREATER THAN EVER!
Please consider making a cash donation at IBEWUWFCU today!

your donation will light up a child’s face.
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unions,” Aldaco recalls. “It was
scary at ﬁrst Then we started or-
ganizing.”

On March 1, 2006, the union
vote was 6 to 2; workers would
now be in Local 114.

When they started negotiat-
ing the first contract, Aldaco
was asked to be on the negotiat-
ing committee. Six months later,
a first union contract raised pay
$0.50 to $1.75, made numerous
safety improvements, and pro-
tected workers from arbitrary
discipline. The company also
paid $6,000 back pay to the
fired union supporter to settle a
federal labor law charge.

Aldaco now served as a union
steward, and volunteered on
other union organizing cam-
paigns, talking to nonunion
workers. He became a member
of the union Executive Board in
2007, and one of three union
trustees in 2010. [Trustees are
union officers who look through
the union’s books to make sure
financial records are accurate and
properly kept.] That same year, a
fellow union officer encouraged
Aldaco to apply at Franz. He was
hired. It changed his life.

“Better benefits. Better pay,”
Aldaco said. “Union jobs are
just better.”
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