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UNION ORGANIZING

The only union shop around TubeArt Group 5|gn mstallers join IBEW 48

After a nearly 40- -year hiatus,
there’s once again a union signa-
tory sign installation company in
the Portland metropolitan area.

Workers at Tube Art Group
(TAG) voted 7 to 1 last Decem-
ber to join IBEW Local 48 in an
election held by the National La-
bor Relations Board. They rati-
fied their first contract last
month and signed official union
membership cards Aug. 23.

Sign installers put up all sorts
of signs, from intricate lighted
signs like the iconic Portland
sign downtown on Southwest
Broadway Street to simple plac-
ards on school bathroom doors
or directional signs in hospital
hallways.

It’s a specialized craft that in
Oregon requires a special sign
electrician license. Workers also
must be certified to operate a
crane, weld, perform rigging and
hoisting, and have a commercial
drivers license.

From the mid-1940s to the
early ’80s, unions represented
the majority of sign installers in
all aspects of the trade, including
fabrication, installation, and
maintenance. Local 48 had a full
apprenticeship training program
for the industry, and its Neon

IBEW Local 48 President Wayne Chow (right), and union rep Scott Zadow (center) welcome new union members
from Tube Art Group. The recently-organized sign installers are from left: Joe Cohara, Ben Baker, David Jones, Jeff
Turner, and Scott Yankee. TAG installed the IBEW sign they are standing next to, and the Portland sign (left).

Tube Sign Unit was active and
strong within the local. But a
year-long strike in the early
1980s ended up destroying the
unit and the contract they
worked under, said Local 48
president Wayne Chow.

Ed Barnes, then president of
the Local, says as the strike
dragged on, many installers
crossed over and got licenses to
work in construction, and stayed
there. Former business manager
Jerry Bruce was one of those
workers.

Until the December union
vote, the only unionized sign in-
stallation company in the Pacific
Northwest was a TAG unit in
Seattle represented by IBEW
Local 46.

Chow has been trying to re-
organize the industry in Oregon
for nearly four years, and
worked with Local 48 staff Scott
Zadow, Tim Foster, and Lillian
Killen to organize the Portland-
area Tube Art Group.

“This was a 100% bottom up
campaign,” Chow said.

Union asks for funds to
help family of road
worker killed in accident

Oregon AFSCME is calling
for donations to help the fam-
ily of a member who was
killed on the job. Peter Neu-
man, a Benton County road
maintenance worker and
member of AFSCME Local
2064, was working on a
paving project Aug. 9 on
Hells Canyon Road, in a rural
area southwest of Corvallis.
He was killed when his ma-
chine went off the road and
rolled over down a hillside.
Investigators from Oregon
OSHA are working to deter-
mine what led to the incident.

Neuman, 59, had been a
union member and employee
of Benton County Public
Works since 2001. He leaves
behind his wife of 31 years and
two adult children. Funeral
services were held Aug. 20. A
GoFundMe page is raising
funds to help with funeral and
other expenses. The fund has
raised over $9,000 so far, in-
cluding a $2,500 contribution
from Local 2064. The page is
gofundme.com/f/1pzvgvdc2o.
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The campaign was helped by
Scott Yankee, a senior installer
with over 30 years at TAG. Yan-
kee has history with Local 48.
His father is a retired member of
the local who was once chair of
the Neon Tube Sign Unit. Yan-
kee himself was a member of the
union.

“Some of the guys didn’t
know much about unions, and
they were scared,” said Zadow,
a business agent for Local 48.
“Yankee helped to ease their
fears.”

Chow said the company ini-
tially wasn’t happy that its work-
ers joined the union.

“Negotiations were tough, but
the company was fair and re-
spectful,” Chow said. “I think
they have come around. They
realize that we want to work
with them to help grow their
business.”

Now that the company is
unionized, TAG will have the in-
side track on numerous projects
that are financed with union pen-
sion funds, or that fall under
project labor or community ben-
efits agreements. Those agree-
ments usually contain language
that either requires union signa-
tory contractors on their projects,
or at least gives union shops top
priority.

Tube Art Displays was
founded in 1946. It changed its
name to Tube Art Group in
20009. It offers a wide range of
services, which include the fab-
rication of architectural signs,
electric signs, scoreboards, and
advertising displays. TAG works
on mixed use, retail, hotel,
healthcare, public use, and cor-
porate projects. Its Oregon office
is located at 4243-A SE Interna-
tional Way, Milwaukie. Fabrica-

Special Offer for Union Members
and Their Families

$1,250 off of your Ortho Treatment Plan’

Beaverton
4655 SW Griffith Dr., Ste. 105
503-644-1400

Grants Pass

541-479-6696

Gresham
443 NW Burnside Rd.
503-492-8487

Hillsboro
7206 N.E. Cornell Rd.
503-640-9999

Milwaukie

e General, Specialty & Orthodontic
Dentistry under one roof

e Convenient locations &
extended hours

e Same-day emergency
appointments

Portland

Salem
035 NE 6th Street
Ste. 2

Tualatin

7186 SE McLoughlin Blvd.

3580 SE 82nd Ave.
503-777-0761

831 Lancaster Mall Dr. NE,

7965 SW Nyberg St.
503-404-0294

Wilsonville
25700 SW Argyle Ave., Ste. F
503-682-8552

e No Cost to Participate — there are
no additional membership fees or dues

e No Restrictions — No Per Visit Charges
e Acceptance is guaranteed

e We accept dental insurance,
self-funded Union plans &
reduced rates for uninsured

Vancouver
2101 NE 129th St. Ste. 101
360-574-4574

Austin Phoenix, DDS, MS
Jeff Pearson, DMD

Marcus David Uchida, DMD
Shelley R Aronson DDS

3250 SE 164th Ave., Ste. 102
360-891-1999

Austin Phoenix, D.D.S., M.S.
Peter Vu, D.M.D

503-362-8359

Northwest Dental Associates, P.C.

Jeffrey Pearson, DMD
Brian Smith, DDS

For more information please call Rob Etulain
360.666.8944 | BrightNowDental.com f ¥

[ Bright Now! Dental

Northwest Dental Associates, P.C.; Jeffrey Pearson, DMD; Brian Smith, DDS

‘Exam retail price $108 (ADA Code 150). Digital X-rays retail price $156 (ADA Code 210). New cash patients
only. There may be future costs based on diagnosis. $Reg. price $,5920. Valid on standard new full
orthodontic cases only. See office for i:é)/fﬂﬂlgte p%{hg information. Offer is subject to change, cannot

be combined and must be booked by

Smile Brands Inc. All rights reserved.




