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Who's on our side?

By Tom Chamberlain Oregon AFL-CIO President

Portland: Where rent
empties workers’ pockets
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Over the years, Portland has been recognized as one of Amer- Workers .
ica’s best cities in a number of categories: seniors, livability, Get Workers’ Compensation Compensation
food, beer drinking, vegans, and year after year for the best benefits for on-the-job Construction
airport in the country. All of this is good. It all recognizes the ingures or illness. Injuries

uniqueness of Portland.
Recently, Portland received another first: It leads the nation
with the fastest rising housing costs. Last year, Portland hous-

Get Social Security benefits Death Claims
if you can’t work.

ing costs increased by 11.1 percent. According to a 2015-16 Recover dﬂmﬂge& zf you Personal In]u.r Y. .

Wage Trend Report by the MBL Group, Portland Metro are mjm/gpl by SOMEONE’s & Product Llablhty

wages inc?eased by only 3 percent. . . negligenc@, Medical Malpractice
Lower-income households have been disproportionately Helving iniurved veovle . .

impacted. The rule of thumb of percentage income spent on e ]2 5 1145 Social SCCllI‘lty

housing is 30 percent of a worker’s income. In Oregon, Fair Jor over 25 years. Disabﬂity

Market Rent for a two-bedroom apartment is $1,008 a month, L — | -

and $1,208 in the Portland Metropolitan Area. The average Mesothelioma

Oregon renter is paying upwards of 50 percent of their income SWANSON, THOMAS,

on housing costs. To state the problem in a different way: A COON & NEWTON Call us /709[%}’ at

minimum wage worker in Portland would have to work 100
hours per week to afford a two-bedroom apartment — if they
can find one. Oregon’s housing inventories are the lowest
since 2005, when Oregon had 400,000 less in population.
Oregon’s low inventory of housing has given landlords an
unbridled opportunity to reap large profits at the expense of
working people. It doesn’t matter if you live in Medford,
Bend, or Portland, workers are finding it harder and harder to
pay the bills, feed their kids, and now a housing market that
pushes them farther and farther from their workplace and es-

ATTORNEYS AT Law 503-228-5222

820 SW Second Ave, Ste. 200 Straight answers.

No cost for consultation.
Portland, OI‘CgOH 97204 Our lnw offices ave located on the MAX

Scotr Sell www.stc-law.com Light Rail at SW 2nd & Yambill

Westmoreland's Kirkland

sential services. Union Manor Union Plaza
Evictions and rampant rent increases are left unchecked by 6404 SE 23rd Ave. J2U4 [Gauilmew fve.
Portland 97202 Vancouver 98660

a state which forbids rent control and until recently, forbade

inc]usionary Zoning_ 503°233°5671 3606944314
In 1999, the Oregon Legislature passed legislation that pro-

hibited local jurisdictions from engaging in inclusionary poli-

cies. Inclusionary zoning policies are used across the United qu OI‘S Mahe

States to develop and implement strategies that increase low 5 KirkLAND UNION PLAZA

income and workforce housing inventories. For example, the leference pened in March of 2002

cities can require that building developers dedicate a percent- .

age of new housing units to low income and workforce hous- * Studio and One-Bedroom LABOR LEADERS IN THE

ing. Apartments m PORTLAND BUILDING TRADE
The 2015 and 2016 Oregon Legislature passed four bills RO  \\ o\ EMENT ORGANIZED THE

which modified inclusionary zoning and created tax incen- 5 ATl ls e Far e ms
tives for the construction of workforce and low income hous-
ing, giving local governments a valuable tool to increase their
housing inventory.

While this legislation is a great start, we need much more. * Planned Events, Clubs, and
The four bills incentivize developers to do the right thing and Activities
build low income housing. The taxpayer is footing the bill.

UNION LABOR RETIREMENT

Utilities (EXCEPT PHONE AND CABLE) AsSSOCIATION IN 1962, WITH THE SOLE PURPOSE
OF PROVIDING HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY.

“ We believe that everyone earns the
right to retire, free from pressures

Oregon must move to a model that mandates a percentage of o of earlier years.” &
) . : . * |deal Locations offer easy

all new housing project be dedicated to low income and work- . 4

force housing. access to Bus Lines, Shopping,

I am so proud of the Oregon AFL-CIO Executive Board, and Entertainment Kirkland Marshall
who approved unanimously to move forward with the devel- Union Manors Union Manor
opment of our headquarters and building 100 to 120 low-in- * No Costly Buy-In or 3530 SE 84th Ave. 2020 NW Northrup
come and workforce housing units. The Oregon AFL-CIO’s S Portland 97266 Portland 97209

o : . . Application Fees
mission is to make the lives of working people better. That is 5037778101 503+225+0677
why our focus is on accomplishing that mission by raising the .
minimum wage, expanding earned sick days, organizing * Federal Rent Subsidies WWW. THEUNIONMANORS. ORG
workers, providing unemployment benefits for locked out Available (Must QuALIFY)

workers, and building housing for working families.
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