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Figure One: Reports filed by industry sector
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* Other industry sectors include: Accommodation and Food Services;
Other Services (except Public Administration); Agriculture, Forestry,
Fishing, and Hunting; Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services;
Public Administration; Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation; Information;
Utilities; Real Estate and Rental and Leasing; Educational Services;
Finance and Insurance; and Management of Companies and Enterprises.
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Sheet Metal Workers learn about mesothelioma

The Sheet Metal Occupational
Health Institute Trust (SMOHIT)
has partnered with the Mesothe-
lioma Applied Research Foundation
to better educate sheet metal work-
ers about mesothelioma and assist
with treatment in the case of diagno-
sis.

SMOHIT was founded in 1986 to
address the impact of asbestos ex-
posure on those working in the sheet
metal industry. To date, more than
55,000 sheet metal workers have
been screened.

The rare cancer is primarily
caused by asbestos exposure, and
patients typically aren’t diagnosed
until 20 to 50 years after their expo-
sure. Of the 3,000 new diagnoses in
the United States annually, most of
them are either pleural or peritoneal.

Pleural mesothelioma, the most
common form, grows like a rind
around the lining of the lungs. Peri-
toneal mesothelioma develops in the
lining of the abdomen.

The Research Foundation is a
nonprofit that provides research
funding, education, support and ad-
vocacy for patients diagnosed with
mesothelioma. It attends many of
SMOHIT’s mesothelioma screen-
ings at union halls and training cen-
ters across the country to help work-
ers and calm any fears surrounding
screenings and diagnosis.

Just like with many forms of can-
cer, the earlier the diagnosis and
treatment, the better the outcome.

“A diagnosis is no longer a death
sentence,” said Randall Krocka,
SMOHIT administrator.

SMOHIT also monitors the
health of sheet metal workers as it
relates to workplace exposures and
hazards; it provides safety informa-
tion and training related to best
safety practices on and off the job; it
advocates for the health and safety
of its members with government
agencies and through allied organi-
zations; and it provides diet and ex-
ercise information to address the
health and wellness of union mem-
bers.

The organization works directly
with the International Training Insti-
tute (ITI) to provide training pro-
grams for the unionized sheet metal
industry.

For more information on SMO-
HIT, go to smohit.org or call 703-
739-7130.
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ployers could have abated them
in straightforward, cost-effec-
tive ways, such as by providing
fall protection equipment, in-
stalling guarding over danger-
ous machinery, or clearly mark-
ing pathways.

To learn more about how to
report injuries, go to www.osha.
gov/report.html.

SERVING UNION MEMBERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES FOR

NEARLY 40 YEARS

Special Offer for Union Members
and Their Families

$1,250 off of your Ortho Treatment Plan®

e General, Specialty & Orthodontic

Dentistry under one roof

e Convenient locations &
extended hours

e Same-day emergency
appointments

Beaverton
4655 SW Giriffith Dr., Ste. 105
503-644-1400

Grants Pass
1035 NE 6th Street
541-479-6696

Gresham
443 NW Burnside Rd.
503-492-8487

Hillsboro
7206 N.E. Cornell Rd.
503-640-9999

Milwaukie
17186 SE McLoughlin Blvd.
503-659-2525

Salem

Ste. 2

Portland
3580 SE 82nd Ave.
503-777-0761

831 Lancaster Mall Dr. NE,

Tualatin
7965 SW Nyberg St.
503-404-0294

Wilsonville
25700 SW Argyle Ave., Ste. F
503-682-8552

e No Cost to Participate — there are
no additional membership fees or dues

o No Restrictions — No Per Visit Charges
e Acceptance is guaranteed

e We accept dental insurance,
self-funded Union plans &
reduced rates for uninsured

Vancouver
2101 NE 129th St. Ste. 101
360-574-4574

Austin Phoenix, DDS, MS
Jeff Pearson, DMD

Marcus David Uchida, DMD
Shelley R Aronson DDS

503-362-8359
3250 SE 164th Ave., Ste. 102

360-891-1999
Austin Phoenix, D.D.S., M.S.
Peter Vu, D.M.D

Jeffrey Pearson, DMD
Brian Smith, DDS

For more information please call Rob Etulain
360.666.8944 | BrightNowDental.com f Y

[ Bright Now! Dental

Northwest Dental Associates, P.C.; Jeffrey Pearson, DMD; Brian Smith, DDS

'Exam retail price $108 (ADA Code 150). Digital X-rays retail price $156 (ADA Code 210). New cash patients
only. There may be future costs based on diagnosis. 2$Reg. price $,5920. Valid on standard new full
orthodontic cases only. See office for complete pricing information. Offer is subject to change, cannot

be combined and must be booked by 12/31/16. © 2016 Smile Brands Inc. All rights reserved.

Northwest Dental Associates, P.C.

Former Massey Energy CEQ gets year
in prison for blast that killed 29 miners

Former Massey Energy CEO Don Blank-
enship was sentenced to a year in federal
prison and fined $250,000 for conspiracy
to willfully violate mine health and safety
standards at Massey Energy’s Upper Big
Branch (UBB) mine, located in Raleigh
County, W. Va.
The UBB mine was the site of an explo-
sion April 5,2010, that killed 29 workers.
United Mine Workers of America Presi-

dent Cecil Roberts said 52 peo-
ple have been killed at Massey
mines while Blankenship was
CEO. “The penalty he has re-
ceived means he will get one
week per death. That’s a trav-
esty,” Roberts said.

Roberts said Blankenship de-
serves to go to jail “for that is
surely where he belongs. And
although this sentence will not
begin to make him atone for his
crimes, there is a higher court he
will answer to someday, and I
have complete faith that the jus-
tice he receives there will be
more than adequate.”

U.S. Secretary of Labor
Thomas Perez called it a clear
case of the punishment not fit-
ting the crime.

“This sentence is the maxi-
mum allowable under the law,
but regrettably, the criminal pro-
visions of the Mine Act are far
too weak to truly hold account-
able those who put miners’ lives
at risk,” he said.

During the trial, in which jury
selection began on Oct. 1,2015,
and the jury returned a guilty
verdict on Dec. 3,2015, the jury
heard evidence from 27 wit-
nesses. Many were coal miners
who worked at the Upper Big
Branch mine prior to the 2010
explosion, and they testified in
detail from their firsthand
knowledge of the unsafe work-
ing conditions at UBB, viola-
tions of U.S. Mine Safety and
Health Administration (MSHA)
regulations, and organized ef-
forts to obstruct and interfere
with MSHA inspectors.




