
the labor federation began run-
ning ads against Democrats who
voted for fast track. At a private
meeting between Schrader and
NOLC’s executive board Dec.
14, things were reportedly

heated, and the Feb. 17 break-
fast was a follow-up to that. 

Schrader showed up in cow-
boy boots, jeans, and an over-
sized belt buckle, and opened
the breakfast meeting with a
run-through of Congress’ recent
accomplishments. Under re-

cently-deposed Speaker John
Boehner — “a good man who
tried to get things done”
Schrader said — Congress
passed a government budget
and highway fund extension,
ended some punitive features of
No Child Left Behind, and fixed
a cost-of-living-increase prob-
lem for Social Security benefi-
ciaries.

“I’m bullish on America,”
Schrader told the several dozen
labor officials. “You look at the
basics, and most of you all are at
work, which is a great thing. …
You can’t get a home, can’t
build them fast enough these
days. Car sales are going great,
and the country looks pretty
god-dang good.”

Then it was time for ques-
tions. Nearly every question and
comment was about trade pol-
icy, particularly the pending
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
deal. If approved by Congress,
the TPP would eliminate tariffs
and expand the rights of foreign
investors in 11 other Pacific
Rim nations — including Viet-
nam, Malaysia, and Brunei,
where workers lack basic labor
rights. Schrader voted against a
NAFTA-style trade deal with
Colombia, but he voted for sim-
ilar deals with Korea, and
Panama, and there’s every ex-
pectation he’ll vote for the TPP. 

“I feel like you turned your
back on American workers,”
Teamsters Joint Council 37 rep-

resentative Mark MacPherson
told Schrader at the breakfast.

The text of the secretly-nego-
tiated TPP was released to Con-
gress and the public Nov. 5.
Schrader said he’s currently
reading through the TPP’s labor
chapter, but he spoke of the deal
as if it’s still unknown what’s in
it: “For me to vote yes on a trade
agreement, the trade agreement
would have to show significant
progress on the issues you
talked about …. This new agree-
ment has to have core labor
standards in it.” 

Union trade policy experts
say the TPP’s labor rights provi-
sions are stronger than any pre-
vious trade deal, but are still too
weak. For example, under a side
agreement, Vietnam is commit-
ting to allow independent
unions within five years, but if
it doesn’t keep that commit-
ment, there would be up to two
years of consultations, and only
then could there be a return to
tariffs — and that’s only if the
U.S. president at the time
chooses to enforce Vietnam’s
commitment. 

Schrader didn’t get into those
specifics.

“It’s a win-win,” Schrader
said of the TPP. “Our brothers
and sisters around the world
have better opportunities to earn
a decent wage, and in so doing,
they’ll be risen into the middle
class of their respective coun-
tries, and we can sell them our
stuff that we make here in
America.”

What about the trade deficits
that have followed nearly every
trade agreement going back to
NAFTA? Oregon Fair Trade
Campaign director Michael
Shannon asked Schrader to
think about that, and the impact
on American jobs if Congress
approves more such agree-
ments.

Schrader said NAFTA
“clearly took American jobs and
workers to Mexico,” but he
blamed America’s trade deficit
on the strong dollar and bad eco-
nomic conditions overseas —
not on past trade agreements —
and said Oregon blueberry,
small fruit and vegetable farm-
ers think the Korea agreement is
a good deal. 

After 40 minutes, Schrader
said he had to go. As he made
his way out of the room, I asked
him if he still thinks the national
AFL-CIO president is a bully.
[In June, he referred to Trumka
as “the bully” in an interview
with the blog Roll Call] 

No, Schrader said: Trumka
has since softened his tone and
apologized. 

“Do you think it’s wrong for
labor to run ads critical of De-
mocrats who voted for fast
track?” I asked.

“Not wrong, just foolish,”
Schrader said — given the risk
of losing seats to Republicans.

After Schrader left, several
labor leaders gave him credit for
appearing before them and lis-
tening. But none thought he’s
likely to vote against the TPP.
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If you are working and

are hurt by another

company’s  worker or

action then you may

be able to recover

money damages in

addition to your

workers’ comp claim.

... Schrader: Still reading up on it
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HOUSING
ROCKAWAY OCEAN FRONT rental
http://rockawaybeachrental.com;
sleeps 13. Call 503-777-5076

FOR THE HOME
CUSTOM top-grain leather sofa & ot-
toman, $1,300 OBO. Call or text Toni
360-901-3590

MISCELLANEOUS
SINGLE VAULT at Portland Memorial,
can be used for 4 cremation urns,
$2,175, incl title transfer. 503-695-5637

’59 FORD EDSEL, runs, $1,000; Rem-
ington 1100 3” magnum, $400. 503-
702-3197

BUMPER POOL poker table, 3-in-1, ex-
cellent condition, $150. 503-286-3258

2 CARVED DUCKS from Indonesia,
$80 both OBO; Beaver pelt from
Alaska. 503-761-1005

SPORTING GOODS
WINCHESTER MODEL 24, 12 ga. sxs,
30” barrel, good shape, $300 or trade.
503-349-8180

SHAWN STAHL migratory lay down
goose blind, very good cond, $100
OBO. 541-367-4651

TC CONTENDER 222 scoped and 22
scoped barrels, dies/cases, $600. 541-

544-2030

WANTED
OLD WOODWORKING tools, planes,
levels, chisels, handsaws, slicks, adzes,
wrenches, folding rulers, axes, hatch-
ets, 503-659-0009

CASH PAID, old fishing tackle, wood
plugs, reels, creels, salmon fishing pho-
tos, etc. 503-775-4166

COLLECTOR PAYS cash for older toys,
oil paintings, American art pottery, and
costume jewelry. 503 703-5952

NEED 1916 INDIAN PARTS for can-
nonball run; Harley parts for restora-
tions.  503-351-5054

1974 FORD 250 pickup body parts or
whole truck. 503-852-6791

CLASSIFIED AD GUIDELINES

Subscribers may place one free classified ad per

issue.  Ads should be 15 to 20 words, all in lower

case (NO CAPITAL LETTERS). Ads must include a

phone number, including area code, or they will

not be published. No commercial or business ads. 

HOW TO SUBMIT A CLASSIFIED AD

Indicate which union you are a member of, and

send your ad to michael492@comcast.net or by

mail to PO Box 13150, Portland OR 97213. We

publish the first and third Fridays of each month,

and the deadline is one week prior to that.

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS


